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CHAPTER XVII. 



SISTERS OF CHARITY OF NAZARETH. 



Bishop Spaldins sends a letter to General Anderson tendering the services 
of the Sisters. The offer accepted and the volunteers assigned to work 
in the hospitals in and around Louisville. " Oh, Sister, put your head 
down by me and don't leave roe." The martyrdom of Sister Mary Lucy. 
Tender-hearted soldiers keep a vigil around the coffin with blazing torches 
made of pine knots. 



The main body of the Sisters of Charity were not 
alone in their devotion to the sick and wounded soldiers. 
During the trjing days between 18G1 and 18G5 no body 

of men or women did more for RufTering 
humanity than the patient, zealous Sis- 
ters of Charity of Xazareth, then, as 
now, of Bardstown, Kentuclc^'. A score 
of Sisters in that community offered 
themselves and their servicers without 
pay and without hoi»e of earthly* reward 
of any character. It was in the spring 
of 1801, the oiK*uiug year of the civil 
w*ar, that Bishop Martin John S]KiIding 
sent a formal communication to General 
ItolK'rt Anderson, of Fort Sumter fame, 
then in command of the Department of Ken* 

tucky, tendering the services of the Sisters of Char- 

(IWJ) 







SISTERS OF CHARITY OF NAZARETH. IST 

Itj of Naiarffth to iiiirae tlie rick and wounded aoUQera. 
Their services were willingly accepted, and tlie nnder- 
standing was tliat tbe iSisters were to work in tbe boa- 
pitals in and around Looiavine. 

Three large manufacturing establishments In tbm 
city of Louisville had, been idaced at the service of fhm 
Government and were bdng nsed as hospitals at that 
time. The rooms were long, and lines of cots extended 
along each side. The hospitals were divided into sectionn 
and each section was placed under the watchful charge 
of a Sister of Charity. The system tliat charaeterixed the 
three establidmients was such that no sufferer was neg> 
lected or without a nurse. This was in striking con* 
trast with the disorder and lack of system that had pre^ 
vailed prior to the advent of the Sisters. There were 
twenty-three Sisters in the three hospitals, in charge of 
an army surgeon, and they worked faithful^ from their 
entrance into the hospitals until the close of the war» 
without a cent of compensatioiL 

There had been one battle and several severe skir* 
mishes in Kentucky* about that time, and when the Sti^ 
tors arrived at the hospitals the scene was enough to 
briu^ tears into the eyes of the most hardened. A great 
ninny CoDfedonites had been captured and were being 
held ns prisoners of war. Within the walls of the ho»> 
pitals hundreds of Union men and Confederates lay 
gnuining in a common sigony. Those that were not mor- 
tally wounded and that had not submitted to the ampu* 
tation of a leg or an arm were racing in the worst forma 
of fever or liad contmcted eiysipelas, pneumonia and kin* 
dred ailments. About it all there was a heroism that was 
touching, and as the Sisters passed from cot to cot many 
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a soldier suffering with a sbattercd limb or bullet-pierced 
body lifted his wan face and gave forth a smile of wel- 
come and of recognition. 

The Bisters soothed tlie restless patients, bathed the 
fevered brows and moistened the parched lips ^with a 
touch impartially tender." The attitude of the men them- 
selves was not without interest. Many of them had never 
seen a Sister before; the majority of them looked upon 
the Bisters with distrust and suspicion. The change that 
came in a short whil<^ came as actual knowledge comes 
when it dissipates prejudice and misrepresentation. They 
could not help but be impressed with the quiet demeanor 
and the self-sacrifice of the Sisters, and unreasoning dis- 
like and bigotry* soon gave way to natural respect and es- 
teem. 

But the beauty of the Sisters' lives, their habit of 
thinking of all but themselves, had its effect upon many 
a hardened sinner. Five hundred men died in ''hospital 
number one,'^ and of that number only one passed away 
seemingly indifferent to his future. 

An incident told by one of the surviving Sisters car> 
ries a moral with it. One of the soldiers in the hospital, a 
Catholic, refused to do anything for the benefit of his souL 
His end seemed to be approaching and he was Irans- 
ferred to some other place, where he could be reasoned 
into submission and repentance. A man who occupied 
a cot near that of the unrepentant Catholic had heard the 
Sisters pleading with him. He listened with a thoughtful 
manner, and when the hard hearted man had been re> 
moved, cailled a Sister to his side. Ue begged to be fu^ 
ther instructed in the Catholic faith. His request was 
complied with, he was baptized, confessed, rc-ceived Holy 
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a soldier suffering witb a shattered limb or bullet-pierced 
body lifted his wan face and gave forth a smile of wel- 
come and of recognition. 

The Bisters soothed the restless patients, bathed the 
fevered bi*owg and moistened the parched lips ^with a 
touch impartially tender." The attitude of the men them- 
selves was not without interest. Many of them had never 
seen a Sister before; the majority of them looked upon 
the Sisters with distrust and suspicion. The change that 
came in a short whil<^ came as actual knowledge comes 
when it dissipates prejudice and misrepresentation. They 
could not help but be impressed with the quiet demeanor 
and the self-sacrifice of the Sisters, and unreasoning dis- 
like and bigotry soon gave way to natural respect and es- 
teem. 

But the beauty of the Sisters' lives, their habit of 
thinking of all but themselves, had its effect upon many 
a hardened sinner. Five hundred men died in ''hospital 
number one,'^ and of that number only one passed away 
seemingly indifferent to his future. 

An incident told by one of the surviving Sisters car> 
ries a moral with it. One of the soldiers in the hospital, a 
Catholic, refused to do anything for the benefit of his souL 
His end seemed to be approaching and he was trans- 
ferred to some other place, where he could be reasoned 
into submission and repentance. A man who occupied 
a cot near that of the unrepentant Catholic had heard the 
Sisters pleading with him. He listened with a thoughtful 
manner, and when the hard hearted man had been re> 
moved, caiUed a Sister to his side. He begged to be fur- 
ther instructed in the Catholic faith. His request was 
complied with, he was baptized, confessed, rc-ceived Holy 
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the Central Hospital until the earth covered it from mor^ 
tal view. At night the tender-hearted warriors kept their 
vigil around the coiBn with blazing torches made of pine 
knots. Sister Mary Lucy was bom in the %icinity of the 
spot where she was buried. She received her education at 
6t Vincent's Academy, became a Daughter of Charity and 
died in the performance of her duty. Tliis is the short but 
brilliant life history'' of one heroic woman. 

A letter dated Louisville, February 1, 18G2, written by 
one of the army surgeons to Mother Fnincis Gardner, con- 
tained the following announcement: ^I n^gret very much 
to have to inform you of the death of Sister Catherine at 
the General Hospital in this city. She, as well as the 
other Sisters at the hospital, has been untiring and most 
efficient in nursing the sick soldiers. The military au- 
thorities are under the greatest obligations to the Sisters 
of your Order.'' 

Still another conspicuous loss was soon to be felt in 
the death of Sister Appollonia, the directress of ''No. 1 
HospitaL" She ser>'ed long and faithfully in this post and 
won warm commendation fi*om stern soldiers, who, what- 
ever else their faults, weit* never guilty of flattery. She 
was a woman of great executive ability, and was instru- 
mental in causing order to come out of chaos in the hos- 
pital over which she presided. Her zeal was great Not 
content to direct affairs, she also nursed individual cases. 
It was while engaged in this work that she contracted 
t}'phoid fever, from which she soon after died. She bad 
endeared herself to the soldiers by her kind and motherly 
treatment of them, and her death caused universal regret 

The manner in which the Sisters were treated by the 
soldiers had in it a blending of the humorous and the sub- 
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lime. Tliose of the Sisters that live to tell the tale say 
that nothing was wanting in the courtesy with wMch they 
wei*e invariably considered by the men of both armies. On 
Sundays they were given especial consideration. 
They were escorted to Mass by a military guard of honor, 
and it.*ceived the military salute in passing to and 
fro in the neighborhood of the hospital and the campa 
Borne of the invalid soldiers imagined that every Sister 
carried a charm about her, and was thus protected from 
the contagious diseases that caused such sad havoc among 
the men. Hut the supjwsed charms were not always suc- 
ccHsfnl in preventing the Sisters from wearing the 
martyrV crown in death. The only charms they carried, 
ab the Holdiers soon di8c*overed, were blameless lives, abso- 
lute devotion to duty and entire self-forgetfulness. 

There was one modest institution near the three large 
hospitals in Ixmisville where a great amount of good w*a8 
done in an unostentatious manner. This was St Joseph^s 
Inllrmary, conductiHl by the Sisters of Charity of Xasa- 
reth. This w*a8 generally filled in war times with wounded 
oilicers and other invalids connected with lioth armies. 
The good done there, though not quite as conspicuous as 
elsewhere, was lasting, and boix? fruit in after years. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



MORE ABOUT NAZARETH. 



B«Tdstown Dccui^eJ successively by th« Union and the Contederatt troops. 
Six Sisters start for Lexington under a flac ol trace. A courteous letter 
tmn Brigadier GeneraJ Wood. Ex-Secretary ol State Guthrie applies to 
President Lincoln lor protection to the Nazareth Convent A brief sketch 
of ■ fanous school and some Ot Its distinguished paduate^ 




BardBtowD, three milea diatant from A'azitreth 
Academy, in Xelaoo County, Ky^ was occupied succes- 
sively by tlie Union and tlie Confederate amiics. Some 
hostile engagements liad taken 
place in the vicinity of the 
town and in the oeighboring 
counties, and as a result the 
place Tvas kept In a state of 
feverish anxiety. The victor 
ious and the defeated were at- 
tended with the usnal result, killed and wouuded men and 
sickness and suffering on all sides. Here again the jieace- 
ful aid of the Sisters came at an opportune time. Fully 
aware of the great need there was for experienced nurses, 
the Vother in charge of Naxarelh sent a devoted hand of 
Sisters to the Baplist Female College in Bai-dstvwn, which 
had been temporarily fitted up for hospital uses. On their 
arrival they found that th^ bad to care for a lat^ number 
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of (ILsiibled Confederate soldiera. Tbej quickly began 
their hiiniane work and carried it to a successful comple- 
tion. The Confederates were on the march, and their 
wounds had to be bound np quickly or not at alL When 
they had withdrawn from the town, taking with them 
their convalescents, the Union forces came in. Their 
sick and wounded were also nursed by another band of 
the i<anie Sisters at 8t. Joseph's College, which was con- 
ducted by the Jesuit fathers, but which, of course, at that 
time was not in educational use. Thus in the midst of 
ci^il strife, with the bullets flying thick and fast, did the 
Sisters work under one flag — ^a flag that was respected by 
Northerner and Southerner alike — the flag of humanity. 

Some of the episodes <*onnei*ted with the work of the 
Sisters was of an exciting and dramatic nature. Late one 
night in September, 1862, twelve Confederate soldiers in 
their gloomy gray uniforms marched into Nazareth, after 
a wearisome journey from Lexington, Ky. They were 
received, as all visitors are, with kindness and hospitality. 
They came to ask the Sisters to nurse their sick and 
wounded comrades. The request was granted at once» • 
"How many Sisters can you siiare for the work?^ 
"Six now and more later, if necessary-," was the 
prompt reply. 

'*When will they be i*eady to n*tum with us?** 
"This very night, and at once," was the incisive reply. 
Such pn»inptnt*s8 was as surpnsing as it was pleasing 
to the couriers. Tliat very night six Sistei*s, without any- 
thing lK\voud the familiar garb wliich they wore, their 
usual i-osaries and a few books of devotion, started on their 
mission, ready, if nei»d be, to offer up their lives in what 
they believed to be the service of God. They pi-oceeded. 
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on their long journey under the protection of a flag of 
truce. Besting in a familiouse one night and in Frank- 
fort, the capital of the State, the next, thej finally reached 
Lexington in safety. In a few hours they were installed 
in one of the large halls in that city, which had heen fitted 
up for hospital purposes, and without any preliminaries 
they hegan at once to minister to the sufferers who were 
collected there. Later in the same year another band of 
SisteiB of Nazareth nursed the Union soldiers in one of the 
colleges in another quarter of the city. As far as can be 
ascertained this was Transylvania University. 

Events that took place about that time proved that 
the Sisters believed no material sacrifices were too great 
when made in the cause of suffering humanity. In the 
spring of 18G2 General Smith, who was then in command 
of the Union troops, nearly seven thousand strong, in 
Paducah, Southern Kentucky, asked the Nazareth Sisters 
Ic come to the assistance of the many sick and wounded 
isoldiers scattered about that city. He bad been advised 
to make the request b^"^ Dr. Hewit, who had the general 
superintendence of all the hospitals in that section of the 
country. Dr. Hewit was a man of great executive ability, 
who stood in the very forefront of his profession. He had 
great faith in the ability of the Sisters as nurses. He 
w*as a convert to the Catholic Church, and a brother of the 
saintly superior of the Paulist Fathers of New York city. 
As no communication could be had with the Mother of the 
house at Nazareth at this time, owing to tbe disturbed con- 
dition of affairs, the request caused the Sisters some per^ 
plexity. Only for a time, though. A conclusion was soon 
reached. Kster Martha Druiy at that time was at the 
head of St. Mary's Academy, probably the leading educar 
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tional institution in Paducab. She resolved to dose the 
schools and ;;o with all of her Sisters to the relief of the 
soldiers. They went Urst to the Marine Hospital and then 
moved to the Court House, which was known as the Cen- 
tral Hospital. Their experiences in this place were simi- 
lar to those of the Sisters who were engaged in the hos- 
pitals at liouisville. 

Tlieir greatest difficulty w*as experienced in caring 
for those so1dlei*s who were afllicted with contagious dis- 
easfs. Typhoid and similar fevers also held sway in their 
most virulent form. The havoc that w*ar had made in the 
human fnime was painfully evident in this particular hxm- 
pitaL After the close of the war the Sisters returned to 
th«*ir academy, which exists in tlie town to-day in a flour- 
ishing condition. It will ever remain as a monument to 
that brave little band of Sisters who gave up their peace- 
ful pursuits to minister to the afflicted, and it will ever be 
jwinted out as the house from which Sister Mary Liicy, the 
gentle music teacher, went forth to meet her martyrdom — 
a martyrdom as blessed in the sight of heaven as any ever 
undergone by the saints of old. 

The gentleness and devotion with which the Sisters 
nursed all of the wounded soldiers, no matter what the 
color of their uniform and i^gardless of rank, was not un- 
appreciated by either **the boys in blue^ or **the boys in 
gray/' Throughout tlie whole of the war, with but few 
exceptions, their institutions, mother houses and places of 
learning were exempt from the usual ravages of inter- 
necine strife. Tliis is esiKHrially true of the Sisters of 
Charity of Nazai-eth. Being in close proximity to the con- 
tending armies and their camps, great apprehensions were 
felt at one time for the safety of Nazareth. This, too, in 
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spite of the fact that the daughters and other relatives of 
the general officers of both sides were still pupils Id the 
schooL At intenrals during the war some of the generals 
called at Nazareth for the puri)ose of visiting their chil- 
dren. On these occasions they were always hosipitably en- 
tertained. Although the Sisters felt comparatively mfe, 
they desired some official assurance of that fact As is 
usual in such cases, over-timid persons, generally friends 
of the pupils, now and then sounded alarms. The follow- 
ing letter, received by the Mother Superior fi*om General 
Wood, the original of which is still in iwssession of the 
Sisters, reassured the community that it need not fear an 
intrusion of the militaiy into the Siicred precincts. Gen- 
eral Wood was in command of the Union troops: 

'Headquarters U. S. Forces, 
"Bardstown, Ky., January 20, 1862. 

^To the Lady Superior and Sisters of the Convent of 
Nazareth: I have just had the pleasure to receive by the 
hands of your uiessc^nger the very polite and complimen- 
tary note of the Right Rev. Bishop Spalding, and I liasten 
to apprise you that it is my earnest desire and intention 
to afford you perfect protection and the enjoyment of all 
your rights both as an institution and as ladies individu- 
ally. It is my earnest wish and intention to secure you 
and your ancient institution (which has educated so many 
of the fair daughters of my own native State, Kentucky), 
from all molestation and intrusion, and to this end I pray 
you will not hesitate to make known to me any grievances 
you may have on account of any miHconduct on the part of 
any officer or soldier under my command. I assure. you 
it will be equally my duty and my ]>leasure to attend to any 
request you may have to make. I beg you to dismiss aU 
apprehensions on account of the pix*sence of the soldiery 
in your sacred neighborhood, and to continue your peace- 
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f ul and beneficeiit vocations as if the clangor of arms did 
not resound in our midst. 

''I have the honor to be, ladies^ jour very obedient 
servant, Th. J. Wood, 

'^Brigadier General Ck>mmanding. 

'^iU jou do me the favor to send the accompanying 
note to Bishop Spalding?^ 

Later on Nazareth must again have been in dread of 
military trespass, for one of its patrons, Hon. James 
Guthrie, of Louisville, Secretary of State under a preWons 
administration, applied to President Lincoln for protection 
for the institution. The President graciously issued the 
necessary orders, saying that the violation of such orders 
by any of the commanders would invoke his serious dis^ 
pleasure. 

General Smith, Doctors Hewit, Fry, Kay, Austin and 
the officers of the Union army surrounded the Sisters with 
exevy mark of it58i>ect and esteem, and they in turn de- 
voted all their energies to amelioniting the condition of 
the suffering soldiers. 

In addition to the labors of the Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth alivady mentioned, they did very effective work 
in the neighborhood of Owensboro and Calhoun, Ky. At 
the last-named place the sick and wounded soldiers were 
quartered in the two Protestant churches of the town. 
The Sisters entered tlie^e places and attended the suffer- 
ers there with the same diligence and patience that char- 
acterized their work in every other locality. WTien Sis- 
ters had to be removed on account of their o\\^ illness, 
their places were promptly supplied by other Sisters. Re- 
inforcements were on hand to till every gap in the ranks* 
As before mentioned, tlie Sisters of Nazareth neither re 
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quired nor receired compensatioii of any sort The huii« 
dreds of brare souls that have passed away since the war 
have DO doubt ere this received their reward in a better 
world. Dr. Foster, who was engaged in the Louisville hos* 
pitals while the Bisters were there, wrote eulogistic arti- 
cles about them in the Louisville papers at that time, but 
unfortunately these papers were not preserved. 

The famous convent school from which these Sisters 
came forth to do their great work is worthy of more than 
passing notice. The organization known as the ''Sisters 
of (Tharity of Nazareth" was founded by Right Rev. Bene- 
dict Joseph Flaget, D. D., who was consecrated the first 
Bishop of Bardstown (now the Diocese of Louisville) in 
1810. Henry Clay, who knew this good man well, pro- 
nounced him ''the best representative of royalty off the 
throne." The Bishop, with Rev. John B. David, built the 
little log cabin near Bardstown which was to be the birth- 
I^ace of the new order. It was a success from the start. 
This was largely due to the piety and administrative 
capacity of the mothers in charge. They were sketched 
in an article in the "Catholic World" a few years ago. The 
first of these was Catherine Spalding, a member of the 
eminent Kentucky family of that name. She held the 
position of Superior for more than a quarter of a century, 
and by her great intellect and modesty won the affection 
and admiration of all with whom she came in contact On 
her death, in 1858^ she was attended by another distin- 
guished member of her family, Right Rev. Martin J. Spald- 
ing. After her came Mother Frances Gardiner, who 
proved a worthy successor to a worthy Superior. 

The last of this notable trio was Mother Columbo Car- 
roU, in the world Margaret CarrolL For thirty-five yean 
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8be was directress of studies and teacher of the first and 
second classes. In 1862, when the ciyil war was beginning 
to rage fiercely, she was elected Superioress, and for ten 
years held that position with credit to herself and the con- 
vent-schooL 

While Mother Columbo took no active part in caring 
for wounded soldiers, she was nevertheless the presiding 
genius of the establishment at that time, and directed the 
movements of the Sisters with extraordinary tact and 
good judgment She held many interview's with persons 
in power, and thus warded off many annoyances and 
troubles. The occasion of Mother Columbo^s golden jubi- 
lee was celebrated with great fervor by the community on 
February 22, 1877. A drama, written by Sister Seraphia, 
entitled "Religion's Tribute to Our Mother on Her Golden 
Jubilee," was perfoimed by the pupils, and was one of the 
most successful features of an elaborate programme. One 
of the touching incidents of the celebration was a poem 
inspired by the venerable Sister ^^fartha, one of the origi- 
nal five that started at ''Old Nazareth," and addressed to 
Mother Columbo. Mother Columbo was one of the first 
pupils under the care of Sister Martha. The following 
lines from this graceful offering are worthy of a place 
here: 

There are miinx to-day, dear mother, 

Who are crowning your head with fold. 
And writing line thinga of the record 

Your fifty long yeara hare told. 
And, I too, ahould come with the otbera. 

My offering before you to caat; 
Hut I am old, and my thuughta, dear mother, 

Somehow will fain run oq the past 
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On the da j« wben our Nas'reth, dear Nai'reth, 

Waa not like what Naz*retli Is uow; 
WHien we lived like the rarena and aparrowa^ 

Our dear Lord onlj knew how. 
Then we apnn, and we wore, and we labored 

Like men in the fielda^ and our fare 
Waa scanty enough, and our carmenta 

Were coarse, and our foci often bare. 

In the following year Slother Columbo's earthly career 
closed, but the force of her example still liveft in the hearts 
of those who were fortunate enough to be her pupils and 
associates. Mothers Catherine, Frances and Colunibo made 
a truly wonderful trio. They helped to give Nazareth the 
reputation it enjoys to-day, and while the school exists 
their memoir}' will endure. The Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth are particularly known in Kentucky, and they 
are to be found wherever suffering humanity calls. 

The ancient house at Nazareth is the mother from 
which have sprung forty-seven branch houses in various 
parts of the country — schools, oq)lian asylums and hos- 
pitals. Perhaps the most conspicuous of the latter is the 
''Mary and Elizabeth Hospital,'' in Louisville, founded by 
William Shakespeare Caixlwell as a memorial to his wife 
and a tribute to the Sisters who educated her. The 
mother house is located a few miles south of Bardstown, 
which is forty miles from I»uisville. The buildings are 
extensive and imposing. There is a presbytery, a convent 
and academy, a chapel and the commencement halL In 
the old-fashioned hall are full-length iK>rtraits of Bishops 
Flaget and David and Father Chambige. The libraiy 
contains five thousand volumes, and in the comer is an ex- 
cdlent bust of the late Archbishop Spalding. Mother 



MORE ABOUT NAZARETH. ISS 

Ilplena 18 tlie ]>re*«'Ut Superior, and In the administration 
of lier office sliv bus cluug to the best traditions of the past 
I nm sure I will be pardoned for digi-essiiij^ sufficiently 
from tlie main subject of tliia volume to mention a few of 
the di^tinguiijlied patmns and graduates of tliis institu- 
tion, Tlie patrons included Henry Clay, who sent W» 
daughter, gitinddaughtcr and great-granddaughter there; 
Judge nenjaniin Wincliester, John J. Crittenden, Judge 
John Rowan, Ziuhary Taylor, Jefferson Davis, James ■ 
Guthrie, George D. Prentice and Charles Wickliffe. The 
graduates include Sarah Knox Taylor, daughter of Preri- 
dent Zachary Taylor; Madame Henrietta Spaldlug, now 
Su|H'rior of the Sacn-d Heart Convent, in Chicago; the 
fintt wife of JeffenMia Davis; Mai^ Eliza, daughter of 
James Breckinridge, of Kentucky; Mary Gwendoline Cald- 
well, the original benefacti-eKS of the Wasliington Univer- 
eity; the wife of I'nitcd Ptatcs Senator Vance, of North 
Carolina; the four nieces of JeRerson Da\i3, all converts; 
iUiry Andeivou, whose professional cai'oer is as much a 
matter of pride to the good Sisters as her private virtues, 
and Miss Taney, tlie author of the State poem, "The ' 
Pioneer Women of Kentucky," written for the World's 
Fair. 8uch is the institution that furnished so maur 
nuntes for the cnnipa and the hospitals. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

SISTERS OF MT. ST. VINCENT. 



, A Jdnt re<tnest from the Mayor ol andniutl and tha ArcbUdiop of Uw Dio- 
cese proaptiy answered. Appaninf sichU witnessed by 0)* Slstera. 
Voong men seated on their own cotGns prepare lorexecutkm. General 
Rosecrans and his kindness to the Sisters. The Governor ol IndSaM 
cans tor nurses. Labors In Ktntuckjr. 




The TTork done by tbe Sisters of Charity of Monot 

St. Vioccnt dorlag tbe vae was of a Idgb order. The first 

of tbe Sisters to enter the service as Durses ^re^c Sisters 

Anthony and Sophia. Doth 

Trere sent to Camp Dennison^ 

CiDctnoati, O., on the 1st of 

May, ISOl. On tbe evening 

before that date a peculiar 

boly calm was upon tbe beauti* 

ful convent, wbiob is located 

on a hill top, just within tbe limits of Ctncinnatt Tbe 

structure, surrounded by cedar trees and n-cll-cultivated 

STonnds, bad in It the appearance of nobility, rellgtoUf 

peace and charity. Tbe golden rays of the setting bob 

glanced, then darkened as the Sisters were enjoying their 

evening walk. A messenger suddenly called tor the 

Superior, The Mother leaves her religious family to at> 

tend to business. Only a few minutes elapse wben she 

(1M» 
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n-tumg to inform her Hislers tliat bis liouor, the ^layor of 
CinciDnuti, and tlie Most Rev. Arcbbl»hop Purcell earn- 
estly request tlie Sisters of Cbarit.v to attend tLe sick 
troops wbo are stationed at Camp Donaisoo. There were 
DO commaiidH; all willin;;!/ voluu tec-red to DUrae the sick 
Boldicra. PreiKinilions were quickly made, and on May 
I, I8U1, &VC members of the community were named for 
the camp. Sisters Sopbia and Atitbouy were sent in ad- 
vance, and Sisters UernarUiue, Alphonse and Magdalen 
followed. Camp Denuison was situated about fifteen 
miles from Cincinnati, on the Uttic Miami Railroad. This 
location wiis advanlageous for many reasons — easy of ac- 
ccEH, with ample 8i>ace and abundance of water, level and 
suitable for military pur]K>scs. Mother Josephine, the 
presiding Superior, accompanied the Sisters to this new 
home. Their duties consisted principally in attending 
the soldiers who were suffering from measles, which' bad 
broken out In the ranks in the very worst form. After 
these GOldiei-8 bad recovered health the Sistera returned to 
the Mother Su|)erior House at Cedar Grove, Cluclunati 

After the return from Camp Denuison a hasty call 
was received from the Mayor of Cumberland to at- 
tend the sick and wounded of that place. Sister Anthony 
was among the number, and an amusing incident is re- 
lated of the Sisters' leave-taking. As the good-byes were 
being said the Iniin moved off, carrying only Sister 
Anthony. She arrived in Columbus some hours in ad- 
VHUt.'c of the others, wlio hoarded the next tniln. Arriv- 
ing at the station in Columhus she received a telegram 
fi-oni ibe Most Rev. .Vrchbishop of Cincinnati to i-etum im- 
mediately to St. John's Hospital to prepare for the sick 
and wounded soldiers who were (here, being brought from 
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diffei-ent places. The Sisters named for Cumberland were 
Sisters Sophia, Ambrosia, Ettiene, Agnes, Jane, Mary, 
Gabriella. There they were kindly received by a Catholic 
family. Dr. ^Ic^Iahon, the attending physician, was kind 
and attentive. 

The weather was cold, the accommodations poor and 
the hospitals, of which there were twelve, were some dis- 
tance from each other. There were crowded into these 
hospitals at one time 2200 poor soldiers, sulTering from 
typhoid fever, pneumonia, erysipelas, etc. The duties 
were very trying, but a murmur never escaped from the 
lips of one Sister of Charity. Almighty God and His glorj 
being their only aim, all seemed easy. ^'Sad and numerous 
were the scenes we witnessed in those hospitals," says one 
of the Sisters, ^yet none presents itself more vividly to my 
mind to-day than the suffering of tlie boy soldiers longing 
for home and mother. How often were those endearing 
words, 'Jlother,' *Home,' mentioned!" 

Sister Jane says: ''I had in my ward a droll boy 
named BiUy. Now, our Billy had watched the Sisters for 
some time and addressed me thus: l^dy, what is that I 
hear the boys call you? Sister! Ah, that Is a beautiful 
name. Well, Sister, will you give me your Bible? I 
would like to know something of your religion." Billy 
received the little Bible, or rather a small catechism, of 
which he made good use. He was soon baptized, made his 
first holy communion, and bis zeal did not end here. '^Often 
have I seen him on a platform explaining the words of his 
catechism to his comrades, many of whom became fervent 
children of the Church. Many hundreds of like instances 
could be cited, but I trust they are written in the Book 
of Ufe." 



Biiitpr Agnes spent nbont tliree months In Cumber- 
Innd nursing the sick »ol<liei-8. She then ■■eturncd to St. 
John's IIo)<iii tHi, Ciaciminii, to nurse the soldiera who were 
being sent from Itk-limond and Nashville to the city. "It 
van here I witnessed the mowt appalling sights," slie «ay»; 
"men wanting iirms or legs, and sornvtimeB wanting both 
ariuH and legs — palo, haggard faces, worn from long 
marching and fasting. ^lany, t think, died of broken 
hearts. Faces and voices haunt me yet, calling for home 
and dear ones whom they were destined never again to 
behold on earih. Tlie streets of this now flourishing city 
■were then the scenes of extreme suffering and misery. 
Frequently fine young men, treated on their own colBna^ 
passed through on their way to execution on some neigh- 
boring hillside." 

AlHiut Ibe lOth of February the Sisters I'wielved & 
hasty call from Cumberland. Mother Josephine and Rer. 
Father Collins were to accompany them to the scene of 
their duties. They reached Wheeling about 5 P. M. the 
next day, and received hospitality from the Visitation 
Xuns. The next morning, in the face of a blinding storm 
of sleet and snow, tlie Sisters started for Cumberland, 
■where Ihey were met at the station by Dp. McMahon, the 
surgeon (»f tJie |<o)^t. They walked in piocession through 
the streets, and were the objects of mnch curiosity. That 
evening they secured some rooms, but slept on the floor. 
The next morning they were assigned some apartments In 
the house of a Southern gentleman, Dr. Healy, whose sym- 
piitby with the South eom|M'lled him to leave home and 
family. The accommodations here were little better than 
at the hotel. The hunks were made of rough boards, cor- 
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ered with straw ticksy and the pillows were of the same 
materiaL 

Pages would not suffice to relate all the good done in 
Cumberland. Often during the stillness of nij^t one 
might have gaxed on a Sister as she stood at the cot of a 
djing soldier, heard her whisper words of consolation and 
religion in his ears, saw her close gently his dying eyesL 
Thus they passed long, weary nights. 

Early in March, 1863, the Sisters of Mount St Vin- 
cent, who had already done valiant service in other locali- 
ties, were invited to go to Nashville to nurse the sick and 
wounded of that place. Those named were Sisters An* 
thony, Constantina, Louise, Benedicta and Gabriella. 
They left Cincinnati March 19, 1863, and were accompan- 
ied by Rev. Father Tracy. There were four hospitals at 
this place, fairly well adapted for their purpose. Sister 
Constantina, who took charge of the first one, proved to 
be an angel of mercy to the poor invalids. The building 
was formerly an old cotton mill, located on an eminence 
known as College HilL The Sisters were quartered in a 
small house opposite to this idace, and during their stay 
were treated with the greatest consideration. Many of 
the wounded were sent to this place after the battle of 
Stone River. Most of the patients were young, and they 
suffered intense agony. 

At one time measles became quite epidemic among 
the soldiers, from which many of them died. It was dur- 
ing the mission at this place that General Rosecrans, with 
his body-guard, made daily visits to the sick. He was 
wont to say in his kind. Jovial way: 'HIJome, come, boys, 
you are foxing; theso Sisters are too good to you,'' then 
laugh heartily at his remarks. He was very kind to all the 
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8i8tera. The next important call to duty was at New 
Creek« The Sisters of Charity named for this colony were 
Sister Sophia, in charge, assisted by Sisters Ann, Cecelia, 
Beatrice Stainlaus, Etienne, Laurence and Benedicta. 
The chaplain was Rev. Father Corcoran. 

From the diary- of one of the above-named Sisters the 
following is extracted: ^'e left Cedar Grove Academy 
June 9, 1862, for New Creek. Arriving at our destination, 
we were assigned a tent, erected for our accommodation 
by order of Dr. McMahon. This gentleman, however, soon 
procured better quarters for us with a family named 
Dinges. Here we performed our duties of nursing the 
sick and wounded with energy and zeaL During our stay 
at New Creek we were treated with great kindness and 
respect, jmrticularly by Colonel Miller, who, although a 
Protestant, proved a sincere friend of priest and Sisters. 

^t is not surprising that our peculiar dress was a 
source of amusement to many persons who had never be- 
fore seen a religious. We were frequently asked 
why we dressed so dilTerently from other ladies. AVe are 
happy to relate that our care and kindness removed many 
prejudices against our religion. We remained at New 
Creek about three months; then the anny moved to Cul* 
pepper Court House. We followed in ambulances and 
nursed the sick soldiers in pitched tents on the camp 
grounds. Some of the soldiers had typhoid fever, of which 
disease many of them died. When the Confederates were 
victorious at IIari)er's Ferry we I'etreated to Washington, 
whence we returned to the Mother house, CincinnatL" 

Galliix)lis was the next assignment The Sisters 
named for the field of charity were Sisters Louis, Am- 
brosia, Euphrasia, Basilia, Gonzaga, Laurence, Constan- 
tina and Seraphine. About eight monthfer after their re 
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turn from Cumberland tbej were ordered to this location 
to attend the soldiers from Winchester and Lynchburg. 
The wounded did not reach the hospitals until fourteen 
days after the battle. The miseiy and suffering presented 
was most frightfuL The attending physician was Dr. 
Stone, and the chaplain was Rev. Father Callenberg. Sis- 
ter Gonzaga, a very holy i)er8on9 w*ho has since gone to 
her rew*ardy took quite an interest in little Toby, a litUe 
darky, who was conspicuous about the camp, and w*ho en- 
deavored, whenever an opportunity occurred, of instruct- 
ing him In the knowledge and love of God. When she 
thought she had instructed him sufficiently and an exam- 
ination would not be out of place, she called him to her and 
said: **Toby, who made youf 

''Dun no, Sister," he answered. 

She then said to him: ^Well, Toby, w*ho made the 
trees, the grass, the flowers and all these beautiful things 
which we see around us?" 

The little fellow looked at her for awhile and said: 
'^un no; dey was all hyar when I comed." 

The soldiers in Gallipolis acted as gentlemen in their 
intercourse with the Sisters. Tlie sight of a Sister was 
sufficient to check the least levity. Men who had been 
taught to look on Catholics as dangerous people learned 
to love and respect the faith which taught even women 
to sacrifice their lives for the comfort or relief of the sol- 
diers. 

The Governor of Indiana made application to the 
Most Rev. Archbishop of Cincinnati for the Sisters to care 
for and nurse his troops in Richmond, Ky. Sisters An- 
thony and Sophia were among the first ones sent They 
traveled in ambulances from Cincinnati. The following 
are extracts from the diaries of these religious: 
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'^Qch, xerj mQch, might be raid of our woik at Rtdi- 
mond, but God alone could tell the stoiy. En route from 
here (Cincinnati) we witnessed sights the most appalliiig; 
the grounds were covered with wounded, ^T^ng and dead 
bodies. Some of the dead bodies were only partiallj cor* 
ored, hands and feet protruding. The weather being Teiy 
hot added not a little to the hardships of this scene of a^ 
tion. 

^Arriving in Richmond^ we began work immediate. 
The hospital had been an academy, affording wards largw 
nnd better than many other locations during the war. 
Shortly after attending to those suffering fhxn the most 
severe wounds, a Bister discovered a poor soldier crouoHed 
in a comer. For hours he had lain under the burning rays 
of the sun, suffering severely from a wound received in his 
shoulder. The flesh surrounding the wound was dread- 
fully mangled, and owing to neglect was swarming with 
vermin. IViIe and haggard he looked. I shall never (oiiget 
him. We washed and dressed his wounds and administer^ 
ed the necesraiy cordials, and when we placed him in a 
clean cot the reader may imagine his Joy. 

"^Another ward in this hospital accommodated more 
than one hundred men. Seventeen were lying on the 
Hoor, each of whom had lost one or more limba ^What 
shall we do with these poor menT was the ccmstant queiy. 

"^The first death that occurred was of a man who had 
iHH'n shot through the lung. He had been exposed to the 
heat of the sun, and had eaten no food for hours. Every* 
thing was done for him, but his moments on earth were 
few. He received the last sacraments and died a beauti- 
ful death. His last woi-ds were: 'Thanks to the Sisters.'' 
Tliis death and its attending circumstances were the cause* 
of many conversions. One pious Episcopalian asked the* 
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Sisters for books on the subject of religion, saying that 'a 
religion which teaches gentle ladies such devoted self- 
sacrifice for suffering humanity must be divine' 

^o page in history can record such noble deeds of cour- 
age and devotion as that illuminating the life and labors 
of these Sisters during their stay at Richmond. Particu- 
larly noble was our much esteemed Sister Anthony. (1) 

history can point to annals of devotion and self-sacri- 
fice of noble women, but no annals are so rich in noble 
work and silent charity as that of our loved Sister. Hun- 
dreds of men scattered over the States will always re- 
member and revere her. She seemed happy when engaged 
in alleviating the sufferings of others, particularly of the 
soldiers.'* 

The following anecdote from the diary of a Sister illus- 
trates the influence that the religious possessed with these 
soldier boys: 

^It is midnight The moon sends her welcome light to 
<^heer my watching hours. There is stiUness all around, 
although many soldiers are suffering. But listen! I hear 
moana A poor soldier is dying; must aw*ay to his cot Tes, 
he was dying. I prayed, then spoke: 'Now, my young 
friend, you are going home.' 'Homer said the boy; 'what 
do you meaiA, Sister?' 'Why, would you not like to go to 
heaven?" 'Sister, are you going there when you dier I as- 
sured the boy that I sinoendy hoped to go there. 'Well,' 
.said he, 'so do L' I called the chaplain, had the soldier 
baptized and ere the morning dawned this beautiful soul 
was in heaven." 



(1). In order to preterre the continuity ci tlie namtire «• mueh 
M iKMflible the mott important worlc done bj Sister Anthonj snd 
other Mother Seton Sietere hse been outlined in Chspter VIL 




An ippllcation from the S*cret»ry ol War to the Superior of the order, Nina 
Sisters Jcpjit (ot Ihe GavemitKiit Hosplul at Beaufoit, N. C A dinner 
ol pork and beans anj mouldy bread. The stewarJ who expected tb« 
Sisters to poison some of the patients. Complimented by Jefferson 
Davis. A convent corfiscaled by General Slocum. Secular Udtes who 
had" other enuasements" when the smallpox appealed. 



None of tlie Sisters who gave up their time and talents 
to the cause of siiflcriDj; huniacitj' did better nork than 
the Sisters o( Mercy. Their moat consplcnoua wrvii-e wna 
on SoHthem battleflelda, al- 
tlioiigli, like tlieir colleagues Id 
thia iiieroifwl work, the,v were 
subject to the call of dut; no 
matter whence it came On 
the 19(h of June, 1SIS2, Vicar 
Gc-nerai Starre, of New York, 
applied for a sufficient corps of nurses to take thnrge of 
a militarj- hospital in North Carolina. The proposition 
was laid before the Sisters of St. Catherine's Convent of 
Jiert-y, in Xew York City, and the invitation promptl.v and 
cheerfully accepted. 

Nine Sisters were selected for Uie mission. They In* 
eluded Sisters Mar>' Augustine MacKeuna, M. Eltsubeth 
Culhiuan, .M. Paul Lenuuu, M. Gertrude Ledwith, >L Panla 
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Harrifs M. Veronica Diinond and M. Agatba MacCarthy. 
The Mother Superior and Mother Alphonsus decided to go 
with the party. The chaplain was Rev. Father Bruhl, a 
native of Hnngary, dxty years of age. He had a long, 
flowing grey beard, and while he was not possessed of an 
adequate knowledge of English, he was equipped with a 
valuable experience of hospital work incident to warfare. 
This was derived from long and laborious service in the 
French army during the war which resulted in the taking 
of Algiers. 

The Sisters bade adieu to their convent friends on the 
15th of July, and boarded the Government boat Catawaba, 
which was to take them to the scene of their future labors 
at Beaufort, X. C. The Sisters were under the care of 
General Foster, who showed them eveiy consideration. 

It happened that 500 hoi*8es, destined for cavalry ser- 
vice, were to be passengers on the vessel, and as the 
tedious and somewhat distressing process of getting them 
into the hold only commenced after the Sisters boarded 
the boat the Catawaba could not leave the dock until the 
afternoon of July 1& 

The structure which was known as the ^'hosiiital'' is 
thus admirably described by Mother Mary Carroll: *lt 
was a large building tlmt had formerly been a summer 
hotd. It was so near the shore that at high tide the 
waves rolled in and out under the timber props on whicb 
It was erected. It was a frame building, containing 500 
rooms. The Sisters arrived in the midst of a heavy rain 
storm. As they passed from the wharf to the building, in 
single file, all dressed in black, the }mtients, looking out of 
the windows, took them for nine lone widows, seeking the 
dead bodies of their husbands! 
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'"The place contained no furniture except a few nitser 
able bedsteads, and \v»s in a aiost desolate condition. 
There was only one broom and verj- few utensils. The 
broom, in possession of Chloe, a saucy little negresa, was 
seldom available. Along the shore were wrecks of piano^ 
tables, chairs, i^lass, etc. There were no candles or lamp^ 
and every one was compelled lo retire before night," 

Tndy, a forwiken habitation for wotnen, the moat of 
vhom had tieen brought up in homen of comfort and refine- 
ment Tlie house was extremely Oirly, and the Sisters got 
very little rest the first night Tlie nest day a transforma* 
Uon took place. Tlie new-comers, with what assistance 
they could obtain from the natives, began the work of 
housti'l caning. "Hob" Sproul, a young negro, who waa 
prcBcnted with a red ubirt, was installed as water carrier. 
Ue waa bo delighted with the conspicuous but useful gar 
ment tliat he wore it outside of his Sunday coat and pro- 
claimed himself "the best -dreaded man in Xurth Camlioa." 

The first dinner of the Sisters was a "sumptuous re- 
past" of pork and beans and mouldy bread, to which wa» 
added coffee awecteui'd with molasses. Eight rooms were 
assigned to the nurses These rooms were 
located on the second stot^', and o|>ened out on a piazza 
overlooking the sound. In spite of the great conaidera- 
tioD shown the Sisters, they «ere coniiM-ileJ to undergo 
many privnlions. Tno of tlie Sister*, whose name* are 
not recorded, Jied from the efTecta of tliese hardahlpa, and 
several were dangerously UL 

Nearly all the patients differed from the Sisters In re- 
ligious belief, and their coming caused several humorous 
as well as pathetic incidents. Slany of the soldiers had 
oever met "a real, live" Sister before. Their minds had 
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been installed with false notions, end it was some days 
before they appreciated the Sisters in their real character 
and at their true worth. After the work in the locality 
was finished, the steward of the hospital confessed that he 
often sat up until 1 o'clock in the morning watching the 
Bisters^ fully expecting them to poison the patients, or do 
some other terrible thing, they being ^confessed emissaries 
of the Pope.'' 

Hie dress of the Sisters scared some of the othera 
^Great heaTens!" shrieked one patient to the nurse that 
bent over him, ''are you a man or a woman? But your 
hand is a woman's hand; its touch is soft, and your voice 
is gentle What are you?^ 

''Only a poor servant of the Great Master, come from 
afar to serve you,'' said the Sister. 

"Sister," matned another, I'm dying. I want to be 
what you are; help me." 

"What the Sister believes, I boliere," cried another, 
who had probably never known any religion. "Sister, tell 
me what to answer when the priest comes to baptize me." 

WTien the patients finally recovered sufficiently to 
leave the hospital they would ofiFer little keepsakes to the 
Sisters — a button, a shred of blue or gray, a pebble — with 
a fervent "God bless you, Sister. HI never forget you. 
Pray for me." 

The Sisters became part of the patients' lives. They 
did more than nurse them. They cheered them in their 
hours of despondency, and w*rote letters for them to the 
anxious ones at home. Some of the Sisters, by reason of 
ill health, were compelled to return to New York. Their 
places were promptly filled with recruits from the Mother 
House. 
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The perfect discipline among the Sisters^ the sfdrit of 
humility and self-sacrifice that prevailed generally, was 
exhibited when the Mother Superior in charge was rae- 
ceeded by Mother M. Augustine McKenna. Mother Au- 
gustine was one of the women who had previoudy pre 
pared food for the soldiers. The patients and others wers 
surprised to learn, after the change, that she was not only 
a person of great executive ability, but that she was also 
a woman of the utmost refinement, and one of the most 
intellectual members of the Sisterhood. 

In October, 1802, it was found that Beaufort was too 
much exposed for the patients, and they were removed to 
Xr wberne. The residence of Governor Stanley was placed 
at the disposal of the Sisters. It was transformed Into a 
handsome convent, the parlor being used as a chapeL 
After the raids at Goldsboro all of the wards were crowded 
with sick and wounded. Americans, Germans, Irish and 
Creoles, all came in the same ambulances, with their 
clothing matted to the skin from ghastly wounds. They 
were all treated alike by the nurses, who were working 
in the cause of humanity. 

Some time after the war Jefferson Daris, ex-President 
of the late Confederacy, addressing a number of the Sta- 
ters, said: '^Will you allow me, ladies, to speak a moment 
with you? I am proud to see you once more. I can 
never forget your kindness to the sick and wounded in our 
darkest days, and I know not how to testify my gratitude 
and respect for every member of your noble order." 

Mr. Davis met Mother Mar^* Teresa Austen Carroll in 
1SS7, and he reiterated his expressions of thankfulness 
toward the sisters who had performed what he called a 
great work. Many other dignitaries and soldiers on both 
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the Union and Confederate sides testified to the good ser- 
vices rendered by the Sisters of Mercy. Their labors, how- 
ever, did not end with the war, for after that cruel period 
they busied themselves in establishing homes for widows 
and asylums for the orphans. 

The Sisters of Mercy also worked with unremitting 
zeal during the war at Mississippi Springs, Oxford, Jack- 
son and Shelby Springs. The Southern Sisters, after de- 
voting months to the service of the sick and wounded 
soldiers in these localities, returned home to Vicksburg 
only to find that Oeneral Slocum had confiscated their 
convent for a headquarters. Father Michael O*0onnor, 
S. J., formerly Bishop of Pittsburg, was a personal friend 
of Secretary of the War Stanton, and be at once intei^ 
ested himself in the cause of the Sisters. After a brief 
correspondence their property was restoix^ to them. 

In February, 1SG2, the flayer of Cincinnati applied to 
the Archbishop of the same cit}* for a sufficient number 
of Sisters to nurse the sick and wounded soldiers of the 
Ohio regiments. The application was sent to Mother Te- 
resa, who not only comi^ied with it, but headed the dele- 
gation of Sisters that went to the front. Orant and John- 
son had met at Shiloh and the battle of Pittsburg Landing 
was the result. The Sisters went down tlie river on the 
Superior, preparing bandages and other hospital neces- 
saries on the way. 

There was plenty of work to do when they landed, 
and it was entered upon with zeal. A number of secu- 
lar ladies also arrived upon the scene and insistc*d upon 
aiding in the work. The Sisters cheerfully accepted their 
assistance. In a few days small-pox broke out among the 
patients and the secular ladies suddenly remembered that 
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they had important engagements elsewhere. Tliej de> 
serted the temporaiy hospitals with more haste than dlf- 
nitjr, leaving the Sisters in undisputed possession. Mother 
Teresa was especially devoted during the small-pox ept 
demic, joining the other Sisters in personally dressing the 
wounds of the patients suffering from this loathsome ^s- 
ease. 

The Sisters of Mercy also worked zealously in St. Lonia. 
They visited almost daily the hospitals on the Fair 
Grounds in that city, where an average of from 1000 to 
2000 sick and wounded men were being cared for. Maqy 
other yisitatious were made to private hospitals and pri* 
rate dwellings, where the necessities of the occasion hap* 
pened to place the disabled soldiers. Particular attention 
was paid to the patienta in the McDowell College, used at 
a hospital for sick prisoners of war. The Sisters sent large 
haniiK^rH to this institution tilled with clothing and with 
delicacies in tlie way of food and drink. 

Some of tlie jioor sufferers were stone-blind, but as soon 
as they discovered that tlie Sisters of Mercy were among 
them they would stretch out their hands, cning, **Wd- 
come. Sisters. If you had never given us anything we 
would still rejoice to have you come amongst us with your 
consoling words.^ • 

Three of the prisoners of war in the McDowell Hos- 
pital were condemned to be shot as a measure of *'i'etalia- 
tion" — one of the cruel customs of the war. The sentence 
of death had bivn jxihschI with all due inilitary solemnity, 
and the carrying out thert»of was inevitable. Knowing this 
to be the ca^» the Histers visited the condemned men 
in their cells and urged them to make suitable prepara- 
tions for death. The unfortunate men received the Sis- 
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ters with cordiality^ but they were furious at the decree 
which condemned them to death, and absolutely refused 
to consider any suggestions which would cause them to 
forgive their enemies. While the Sisters were pleading 
with the men an armed guard stood at the door and two 
other sentinels paced up and down the corridor with a 
regularity and grimness that filled the scene with awe 

Finally perseverance conquered. The doomed men 
relented, and a clei*g}*nian accouiixinied them to the scaf- 
fold. They were blindfolded when making fervent acts 
of contrition, and while engaged in this pious devotion 
were launched into eternity. 

One of the duties that devolved upon the 8isters dur- 
ing the war, as well as thereafter, was the care of the 
widows and orphans of the soldiers. There was one pathe^ 
tic case in the McDowell Institution. It concerned two 
little girls, daughters of Southern prisoners. Their mother 
and married sister had died in the prison, and their father 
was among the missing. The little ones wei*e seriously 
ill when they were brought to the attention of the Sis- 
tera They were in such a sad plight that their clothes 
had to be changed in the yard, and the cast-off garments 
buried. Baptism was administered to them, and their 
physical needs given immediate attention. The younger 
child, about 8 years of age, died a few days later. The 
other recovered and was instructed in the ways neces- 
sary for a life of virtue and usefulnesa .At the close 
of the war she was claimed by her father. He had searched 
the city in a vain endeavor to find his offspring, and 
when he had all but abandoned hope located her in the 
^ouse of Mercy,** conducted by the Sisters. On being 
given positive pledges that the child w*ould be properly 
cared for the Sisters restored her to the anxious father. 
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Mary ^lulhoUand, who became known as Mother 
Francis of the Sisters of Mercy, did wonderfully effective 
work durin[^ the war. Bhe was bom in Armagh, Ireland, 
in 1808, but came to this country when a mere ohild. 
Her one desire was to become a member of one of those 
devoted Sisterhoods that give their lives to the service 
of the Creator. In spite of the opposition of her parents 
this object was finally achieved. The opportunity came 
when BiM^hop Quarter engaged a colony of Sisters of 
Mercy for Cliicago in 1843. The journey to the Western* 
city was by stage and boat A terrific storm arose while 
the party was crossing Lake Michigan. A high wave 
swept over the dock of the vessel, carrying men, women 
and children into the angry waters. 

Mar}' ^lulholland was one of those that went over- 
board, and when a bnive man — a Mr. Ogden, who after- 
wards became the iii*st ^layor of Chicago— attempted to 
Kive her she cried: **Leave me to my fate; save the 
othei-s.^ lie did s;ive others, but he saved her, too, for 
a future of usefulness and good works. The future 
Mother of the Order i-eceived the white veil from the 
Bishop in April, 1847, and was professed by dispensation 
DecemlK^r 28, 1848. Iler business accomplishments made 
her a vailuable member of the community. 

Speaking of her exi)erience in the Civil War Mother 
Carrol s;iys (1): When the Civil War broke out Mother 
Francis organized among the Sisters a band of volunteer 
nurses to minister to the sick and wounded on Southern 
battlefields. She acconii>iiuiiH] them to Missouri, and 
set them to work. In Chicago she looked after the sol- 
diei*s, whether pick or prisoners. A sister who shared 

(1). AuxmU of the 8i«)tcrfl of Mercf. 
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with her the fatigues of these great works writes: ^Many 
soldiers crying out in agony on their hard beds blessed her 
as she passed her holy hands over their burning brows. 
The absent fathers and mothers for whom they called 
could not come, but this gentle, humble, self-sacrificing 
soul supplied their places. A Southern lad of 18 cried 
like a child when she laid her hand on his clammy brow. 
'Oh, God,' he murmured, *I thought 3'ou were my mother/ 
She prejisired him for death, and he died in her arms. 

Mother Francis was a power in tlie jirisons and hos- 
pitals when the most influential gentlemen and commit- 
tees were refused admission. Tliere were so many sym- 
pathizers with Confederates in Chicago that a general 
uprising between Federals and Secessionists was often 
feared. Whenever or wherever the • Sisters of Mercy 
appeared the sick and wounded soldiers, whether in blue 
or gray uniform, were abundantly supplied with eveiy- 
thing necessary for their comfort Once when Secretary 
Stanton refused to supply more rations during the cur- 
rent month the case was laid before the President, who 
wrote: 

^To all whom it may concern: — On application of the 
Sisters of Mercy in Chicago of the Military Hospital in 
Washington furnish such provisions as they desire to 
purchase and charge the same to the War Deimrtment. 

ABRAHAM UXCOLN.^ 

After the war Mother Frances continued her useful 
work in many convents of her order, dying jieacefully 
on December 8, 1888. (2) 

C2>. Maay of the facts In the forcsolng obaptcr Iuit* Vwn glc«»* 
cd from tbe aniuilt of the 8ltt«n of Mercy, which have been atly 
edited hj Mother Marj CanolL 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE NORTH CAROLINA HOSPITALS. 



SoUcltuOe of the Sisters tor the patients under tbdr cw 

loimed that were only parteJ by death. Interesting remtnbcencM at 
Mother M. Aueiutine Ma:Kenna coiKeminc the GotemBent Hospital 
at Beaufort, N. C A vlctln ol uunp (ever and how be was reliavvt hy 



Th«rt> were uinoj: iDi-ideDts of interest in the hospltala 

at Beiiufort and XewlK-rae, N. <X, told by Mother M. Ab- 

gusline MacKfuna to her nit-ce, Btster Dolores, and other 

iu»-uil«.'r8 of the communtt? of 

the Sisters of Mercy. Some of 

j^ these were Ini-orixtrated in a 

oeat little book cuHed the 

'•MiltBlone,'' issued last year 

to conimemmomte the golden 

jubilee or ufllh cinniTersary 

of the Sintc-rs of Mercy in 

>'ew York City. Tlie principal 

points are enilKxiied in the pnn)(;r.)|4i8 that fulk>w. (1) 

Beaufort is a village on a little iienin^nln thnt runt 
out into BoRue Bound. It in flirettly opposite to Fort 
Macon, whith is built on an iflaud in Ihe^ shiUlow wat- 

(I). TTie author JoKiri-H lo PKjin'i'* Ilia Ihniik* lo GpDPral Jainn 
R. O'lWirur, of New Vurfc rlt}-, wlio aidi.'d him rery uiaterUll7 lo. 
obtaiDtDc the uialvrlal In quMtlon. 
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en. Before the war Beaufort was a place of fashionable 
resort for sea bathing, and its princiiml hotel, though a 
frame building, contained five hundred rooms and was 
daboratelj furnished; but having been sacked in the 
spring of 1862 everything of value was destroyed. It was 
therefore in a sadly denuded condition when it was util- 
ized as a hospital and made the temporary resting place of 
two hundred disabled men, just two months previous to 
the coming of the Sisters. 

Only the common army rations had been provided 
for these sufferers, and their situation was painful in the 
extreme. A complete dearth of utensils in every depart- 
ment marked the early management of the hospital 
There was no modem means of washing clothes, it had 
to be done with a few small, old-fashioned tubs, and the 
untrained hands of some escaped field slaves. 

Xo artificial light of any kind, not even a candle, 
could be procured at that time in Beaufort, and there 
was no proper food or refreshing drink for the patients. 
The Sisters sent an urgent requisition to the United 
States Sanitary Commission, and very soon the hospital 
was amply provided with all necessaries and many com- 
forts in the line of dre8singgoi\*ns, towels, sponges, cas- 
tile soap, ^Aunt Kl^*ne's cologne^'' etc 

Even in the midst of such suffering many amusing 
incidents frequently occurred, as for instance when a 
Sister undertook the task of getting the kitchen cleaned. 
This establishment had been until now under the con- 
trol of a certain functionary called the kitchen steward. 
He was a native of Maine, of short, stout build; never 
wore shoes (on account of the heat, he said), but always 
wore an immense straw hat in the house and out of lt| 
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and coDBtantlj sat in a wheelbarrow at the Utcheii 
door with a huge bunch of keys dangling from the bdt of 

« 

his ticking apron. He warn a woodcutter in his natire 
forests before he was drafted into the annj; he conU 
neither read nor write, and his name was Kit Condon. 
The negroes, and indeed his feUow-soldiers, called him 
'^Mr. Kit!^ It took a great amount of persuasion to induce 
""Mr. Kif* to relinquish his keys, the token of his dignifled 
ofljce, to the ""North lady,'' as the Sister in charge was 
called, and he eyed the cleaning process from his whedi- 
barrow* with evident disapproval 

'*Mr. Trip,'' a soldier six feet high, was another 
important personage in the culinaiy department, and this 
with ''Edward, the baker," who made his ^cookies," buns, 
pies, etc, on the marble top of a ruined billiard tables 
ccniiileted the kitchen force. 

The renovating that kitchen received was marvel- 
ous! IMles of greasy saud were swept into the ocean 
through a never-to-be-forgotten hole in the veiy midst of 
the kitchen floor. The house being built on '"piles" or 
timber supports, this portion of it was directly above 
the water. After the debris of a meal had been thrown 
them through this opening the fishes could be seen by 
hundreds when the tide was in, and nothing could sur- 
"jC^pujoA jpq^ ssud unless indeed it was their quarrel- 
80in(*nos8, for they seemed bent on annihilating one an- 
other. 

One day much excitement was created by the arrival 
of an escai)ed slave. A tall young girl was seen running 
breathlessly across the sort of bridge or causeway that 
connected the honpital premises with the village of Beau- 
fort She was quickly followed by an elderly Southerner, 
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and lie was veiy close to her when she got to the end of her 
perilous race. 

Hie soldiers cheered her wildly, and called to her 
that she was safe with them, while they pointed their 
bayonets at her pursuer and swore in no measured terms 
that they w*ould pitch him into the sea if he laid a finger 
on the girL 

However, some of the officers took up the case and 
brought both man and giii into the GeneraFs office^ in 
order to come to an understanding. The man cried out,. 
''She is my gal; she is my gal; she was bom upon my 
place; she is mine.'' But the General would not listen to 
this claim, and told the man the giri was free from the 
moment she claimed the protection of the army. 

She was all trembling and exliausted with fear, fa- 
tigue and excitement, and during the remainder of that 
day she had to be encouraged and consoled and petted 
like a baby, although she was 17. Her name was Ellen, 
and she had a sweeter face and softer manners than 
are generally found among colored persons. 

Towards the end of October the tides became rery 
high, and the water was driven under and around the hos- 
pital with greater impetuosity by the wind. On one oc- 
casion the water was profane enough to invade the 
''Hall'* where a good old Unitarian minister held forth 
to his sparse congregation, and the "meeting** had to be 
discontinued. The next tide was still more darinc:, for 
it swept clear through the kitchen and dining room, leav- 
ing in both a debris of dc^i crabs and little fish, not to 
mention seaweed of every variety. All this rendered the 
place very uninhabitable, and General Foster, with his 
usual thoughtfulness, authorised the Sisters to move to 
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ers. Before the war Beaufort was a [dace of fashlooable 
resort for sea tMithIng, and its principal hotel, though a 
frame building, contained fire hundred rooms and was 
dahoratelf furnished; but having been sacked in the 
q»ring of 18G2 everything of value was destroyed. It was 
therefore in a sndly denuded condition when it was util- 
ized as a hospital and made the temporary resting place of 
two hundred disabled men. Just two months previous to 
the coming of the Bisters. 

Only the common army rations had been provided 
for these sufferers, and their situatitm was painful in the 
extreme. A complete dearth of utensils in eveiy depart* 
ment marked the early management of the hospltaL 
There was no modem means of washing clothes, It had 
to be done with a few small, old-fashioned tubs, and the 
untrained hands of some escaped field slaves. 

No artificial light of any kind, not even a candle, 
could be procured at that time in Beaufort, and there 
was no proper food or refreshing drink for the patients. 
The Sisters sent an urgent requisition to the United 
States Sanitary CommiBsion, and very soon the iKupital 
was amply provided with all necessaries and many com- 
forts in the line of drcssiug-gowna; towels, sponges, cas- 
tile soap, "Aunt Klj-ne's cologne," etc. 

Even in the midst of such suffering many amusing 
Incidents frequently occurred, as for instance when a 
Sister undertook the task of getting the kitchen cleaned. 
This establishment bad been until now under the con> 
tml of a certain functionary called the kitchen steward. 
was a native of Muine, of short, stout buUd; never 
shoes {on aecouut of the heat, he said), but always 
in imueDBC straw hat in the house and out of It, 
I 
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In December, 1862, General Foster, ivitli a large de- 
tachment of the men under his charge made an attack 
ou the town of Goldsborough, North Carolina, and ahuost 
ruined it An immense number of soldiers were wounded, 
and, as the doctors' stores had not arrived, the surgeons 
had no old linen or lint with which to bind up the wounds 
of the poor sufferers. For this reason they presented a 
most fearful spectacle. Some had their heads and faces 
wrapped in coarse cloth, and were so besmeared with 
blood that the sight was a painful one. 

Others, indeed the greater number, had either one 
or both feet in a terrible condition, the feet having been 
pierced with balls. There were broken legs, broken arms 
and one imhappy victim had both hands shot off, and the 
condition of these agonizing wounds was something ter- 
rible. 

The first task of the Sisters was to fef!d the wretched 
•sufferers, who had had but little care bestowed upon 
them. After that the difficult and distressing duty of 
cleansing their wounds was undertaken and was left 
entirely to the Sisters. 

One very large man named Sherman, an Englbh- 
man, had his mouth and chin so shattered that the doc- 
tors decided that his mouth had better not be touched, 
.as he must certainly die. However, the Sisters with 
soft sponges and warm water began to loosen the horrible 
rags with which the iK>or man's face and head were cov- 
ered, ne, poor fellow, had heard enough of the doctorv 
opinion to render him hopeless, and when he found that 
efforts were being made to relieve him he tried to evince 
his gratitude by signa When the wraps were ntmoved 
blood began to flow from his mouth, and a Sister took 
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out with her finger Mreral Ioo0enc4 teeth, and fhnn 
greatly facDitated his breathing. The vtmoat poariUe 
care was taken of this patient, and the tatlafacthMi of 
seeing him perfectly restored to health, fhongh dlsflg- 
nred in a dreadful manner, was in itself a great reward* 
The dumb gratitude he displayed when he came to say 
^good-bye" as he was leaving the hospital was Teiy par 
thetic. 

Another Interesting case was that of David Brant, a 
niddyfaccd lad about 18 years of age. He was suffering 
in some way that could not at first be dlseovered. It 
was noticed that he kept moving Us feet In a distressing 
sort of way. These members were uncovered, when, to 
the surprise of the Sister attending him, it was found 
that he had still his boots on and that thqr seemed ready 
to burst Some of the soldiers at hand came with knives 
and cut them off, piece by piece, with great difficulty, and 
then, alas! It was found that veins of the boys legs had 
burst open, and his boots were filled with clotted blood. 
The doctors were sent for, and had great trouble In 
stanching the blood, and in tying up the arterlea It 
need hardly be added that the poor lad died the next day 
in great agony. He was the victim of a forced march In 
which the men in-ere made to run for several miles with- 
out stopping. The Sisters wrote to his father the least 
painful account possible of the poor son's death, and 
received a most grateful reply, the bereaved gentleman 
adding that but for them he would never have known the 
real truth of the sad event 

'^iram'' was a victim of camp-fever; unfortunately 
for him he had been kept in camp too long after he took 
sick, and the fly-blister had been applied to the back of 
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Ub neck. Some of his comrades took it off, but applied 
DO dressing of any kind, so that the coairse blue flannel col- 
lar of his shirt grew into the raw sore, sind his hair also 
festered into it. It was his cries that first attracted the 
attention of a Sister, for he was brought into the hospital 
in this condition. 

She found a soldier trying to relieve him by applying 
a coarse wet towel in cold water to his neck, and this 
caused the screams of the siifTerer. A soft sponge, warm 
water and castile soap came into requisition here, and 
when the hair was cut so as to free it from the sore, 
and the gutliors of the shirt !oosened from the collar, the 
poor boy began to feel a little relief. As he lay with his 
face buried in the piliow he did not see who was attending 
him. 

^Who is doing thatr 

"A Sister of Mercy,** was the reply. 

^'Xo," said he, "no one but my mother could do it:** 

By degrees the sore was nicely dressc^d with soft old 
linen and cold water — the only di*essing allowed by the 
doctors — and then Hiram stole a glance at his new friend 
and nurse. 

**What are you, at all?" was the first question. 

The Sister tried to make him understand what a Sis- 
ter of Mercy does, or tries to do for those who suffer, and 
he sank back in his pillow, saying, 

**l don't care what you are; you are a mother to me.** 

Ue was only 10, full of bright intelligence and wit, 
but after suffering dreadfully for six weeks from the fatal 
fever he died in the arms of his father, who had been ap- 
prised by the Sisters of poor IIinun*s condition, and had 
come from Boston to renmin with him. 
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Many such sad iucidents might be related, but no 
doubt such are the records ot exerj hospital Tht Osters 
continued their services until May, 1863, when Oeneral 
Poster, under whose protection they had been able to ef- 
fect much good, was ordered to Tallahassee, Florida, 
vv'here there was no need of a military hospitaL Tbe neces- 
sity for the Sisters was now not so great in North Caro- 
lina — most of the poor men having been released from 
their sufferings, many by death and others by recovery — 
BO preparations were commenced for retarning to New 
York. 

The Sisters felt very much for the poor negro girls 
who had attached themselves to them so affectionatdy, 
and who in their simple ignorance thought that the 
^'North ladies^ could do anything and everything. Some 
rery amusing incidents took place in connection with onr 
^'contrabands." One night a Sister, having forgottea 
Bomething in the kitchen, went for it at a later hour than 
usual. All the negro girls and women who worked for 
the hospital — scnibbing, washing, ironing, etc — slept In 
the I'ooms over the kitchen; and the Sister, hearing peals 
Df laughter, did not think it beneath her dignity to act 
the part of a listener under these ""colored"' circumstances 

She therefore went noiselessly up the stairs, and, to 
her great amusement, hoard herself perfectly imitated by 
one of the girls. Tliis Sister had for many months been 
^ving the general instructions to the women and girls; 
Qow she heard the very tones of her voice and the man- 
ner of her delivery most perfectly reproduced; another 
genius undertook to represent another Sister, and so on 
until every Sister was portrayed, to the great delight of 
the company-, the members of which never dreamed of the 
amused listener on the kitchen stairs. 
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Tbe solicitude of the Sisters for the welfare of their 
patients frequently caused warm friendships that con- 
tinued long after the close of the war. Sister Mary Ger- 
trude and Mother Mary Augustine were two of the Sis- 
ters attached to the hospitals in Beaufort and Newbeme. 
One of those cases that came under their care was that 
of Charles Edward Hickling, of the Forty-fifth Regiment, 
Massachusetts Volunteers. The bra^-ery and manliness of 
this young soldier won the hearts of alL 

Illness contracted in the service finally caused his 
death in 1867. He bore all his suffering with great for- 
titude. During his illness the Sisters visited him at bis 
home^ and after his death sent consoling letters to the 
bereaved famfly. 

These letters show the tender sympathy and generous 
interest of the Sisters towards the soldiers to such an 
extent that the writer feels justified in giving brief ex- 
tracts from what were intended to be personal missives. 

Sister Maiy Qertrude, under date of January 3, 18C8, 
wrote to the parents: '^ow can I express to you in ade- 
quate terms the very great grief and affectionate sym- 
pathy I feel toward you in your great atfiiction. May 
Ck>d be your comfort and your refuge in this trying hour, 
for in sufferings such as these no creature can 
give you consolation. We must look Idgher. He who 
sent the cross can alone give the power to sustain its 
weight Do not give way to despondency, my veiy dear 
friends. The dear boy has only gone before you for a 
time — ^we are ail hastening towards our turn. In a very 
little time we, too, shall have passed the eternal gates, 
there to meet all we have loved and lost, and with them 
praise the tender mercy of the good God to us whilst in 
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^xile. * * * I have been, and am atfll with jon, 

lought and spirit, going thrangh the least detail of 

ie trying circumHtances of this sad bereaYement*" 
iMother Augustine, who was the Superior of the Sia- 

at the Newberne Hospital, writing to a devoted 
id — Miss Susan Messinger — said on January 4, 1868: 
I ''So our brave soldier boj is gon^ his long and try- 

larch has brought him to the goal, and in his young 
Lusiasm he has gone to join the numerous band of 
who were his companions on the field and in the 
t, in danger and in privations, exposure and fatigue, 

lot in the long years of patient and heroic endurance 
;h requires more of a martyr's fortitude than a sol- 
's courage. Dear Charles! He is tbe last of our soldier 
•the last link that bound us to the Boston Regiment, 
|brave ^lassachusetts Volunteers, whose heroism we 
never forget • • • Eternity! Dear Chariea 

'8 its wonders now. Let us pray that we may so live^ 
ise our powers here that our eternity may be with 
who have fought their way through the trials and 

>ws of life to its unending peace,'* 



CHAPTER XXII. 

UBORS IN THE WEST. 



TlM Ssten ot Mercy attenOed th« sick and wounded ia Uw " Iriih Bricada." 
dw coBUBBiid OTKanUed bjr Colonel Mulligan, vboM Ufa was *acilfic«d 
In the Union cause. Sbten leave Chkato (or LcxinEton, Mo. One 
brave, reliKhHis Sister who wanted to finish her olEca before bein( shot. 
Geneial Fremont and Ms staff call upon the Sisters Taking charge at 
the tM^Kal department ot the steamship EmpreSL 



&)on after the beglDDin;; of the war the "Irish Bri- 
gade" WAS organized ia Chicago by Colonel Mulligan, 
whose life was sacrificed ia the Union cnuse towards the 
close of the war. He was a de- 
vout Catholic, and a wano friend 
of the Bistcn of Mercy. As his 
. t^^iiiniand were nearly all Cath- 
,;^^ (diira he deteniiined to secure 
"-^^"*». *'"' services of the Bisters In 
'- -- «'|Tr^ bclialf of his dck and wounded, 
^S'',( and, before his departure from 
, '■'t'^t"^"-' ' •" Chicago, called on Reverend 
coLOMEL MuujoAM. ^^ottiCT Fmncls, from whom he 
obtained the promise that the 
suffering among his soldiers should he cared for by her 
children. This is the mother of whom a brief sketch Is 
givm in a previous chapter. 'Rie regiment left Chicago in 
(IMi 
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the summer of I86I9 and was finally stationed at Lexing- 
ton, Missouri. On September 3, six Sisters of Mercy, es- 
corted by Reverend Mother Francis and her assistant, 
left Chicago under the care of Lieutenant Slmnlqr. Tbe 
Superiors were to return when the Sisters were settled 
in Lexington. 

The hospital was to be in charge of Sister M. Alphon- 
sus Butler, assisted by her companions. To those who 
had never been within sight or sound of ^war*s alarms," 
this appeared to be an undertaking of no small hasard. 
The Sisters believed they were risking their live& 'TTes,'* 
said one, ''I was fully convinced I should never see Chi- 
cago again.'' 

They went by St Louis to Jefferson City, from which 
point they were to proceed to Lexington. During their 
stay in Jefferson they were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mofti^ly, who were ardent sympathizers with the Southern 
cause. Nothing ceuld exceed their attention and kindness 
to the Sisters, to whom tht*y showed every mark of re- 
siKHit \Mu*n Mr. :ind Mrs. Mosely withdrew to St. Louis 
they left their be-autiful home at the disposal of their 
valued guests. 

It was rumored that Confederate forces were stationed 
along the river banks, and that communication with Lex- 
ington would be speedily cut off. The Sisters, therefore, 
embarked on the first boat leaving Jefferson, the *^Sioux 
City," which was to viwry them to their destination. It 
was under conmiand of lieutenant Shanley, who was 
conducting a detachment of troops to Lexington. Sev- 
eral hidies were on bo;ird, among whom was Mrs. Mulli- 
gan, who with her infant daughter was goiug to join her 
husband. As the steamer proci*eded up the river the 
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nimon of ^danger ahead'' became more and more alarm- 
ing. At lengthy at the earnest request of some of the 
ladieSy Lieutenant Bhanlev gave orders to return to Jef- 
ferson. On reaching that citj the officer in command 
directed that the Indies who were not willing to undertake 
the Tojage should be put ashore, and that the ^'Sioux 
City'' should resume her TOjage to Lexington. 

The second attempt, however, proved that the alarm 
of the ladies was not unfounded. Danger was constant- 
ly apprehended. It was given out as certain that the 
Confederates were stationed at Glasgow, a small town on 
the Missouri TMien the boat came within a few rods of 
it the Confederates were seen rushing from the woods 
on both sides of the river. Sister M. Alphonsus, who was 
saying her office on deck, saw the men on the right bank 
uncovering a cannon and preparing to fire. She hurriedly 
entered the state room, saying: 

"Here they are!" 

"WTio?'' asked a Sister. 

"The Confederates," she replied. 

WTiile they were still speaking they heard the whi©- 
zing and rattling of bullets outside. The head of the 
boat was immediately turned, but the firing from both 
sides of the river continued for some minutes. Had the 
assailants waited till the boat had come within range of 
the cannon nothing could have saved her. Their im- 
petuosity defeated their attempt As it was, the escape 
of the boat was considered miraculous. The Sisters after- 
wards met a gentleman who had been among the Con- 
fedates at Glasgow on that occasion. He told them that 
Ihe Southerners never could account for Ihe escape of the 
^Sioux City." There were five hundred infantry on the 
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bt bank and one tbonsand cavalry on tbe left No one 
board was wonnded, but the craft was rery much 
naged. The pilot-house was completely riddled^ as the 
ifederates had aimed particularly at the helmsman. Tbe 
utherners afterwards declared they did not know there 
re women on board when they fired on the boat, above 
, the SisterSy for they were especially courteous to all 
10 wore the religious habit. During the danger the 
ler ladies were placed by the officers in the part of 
& boat which was least exposed. The Sisters stood in 
idiness to wait on the wounded, but blessed God that 
?re Avere none such this time. When all i>eril was over 
e of the Sisters caused much amusement by saying '^I 
Qtinued to say my office all through the firing, so that 
light have it finished before being shot.^ 

During the return voyage much apprehension was 
t, because the Confederates were supposed to be in 
ibush at difTerent i>oints. About ten miles below Olas- 
w the boat stuck in a sandbar, and the efforts of the 
?n to release her were more terrifying than the South- 
Q bullets. This was the last attempt made to reach 
xington. Meanwhile* Colouel Mulligan^s brigade of two 
ousand men was surrounded by Price^s men, supposed 
number twenty thousand. For three days the brigade 
ule a gallant resistance. Their supply of water had 
en cut off for forty-eight hours, when they surrendered 
General Price, September 20, 1801. The General proved 
mself a generous enemy, and his conduct won the es- 
»m and gratitude of his distinguished prisoner. The 
o men became sincere friends before they parted. 

The Sisters continued to occupy the ilosely resi- 
ice. They experienced the greatest kindness and resjiect 
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from the colored people left in charge of it To the sim- 
ple soulg they were a great curiosity. 

The old housekeeper wanted all her friends to come 
to see the Sisters, and numbers responded to her ardent 
invitations. These guests w*ere puzded to account for 
the want of resemblance between persons related to each 
other, as they thought, in the first degree, ^ou say this 
lady is your sister,^ said one, ^ut she doesn't look like 
you at all, nor this one, either.^ It took some time to 
make them understand that the relationship was not 
in blood, but in spirit and profession. 

The Jefferson City hospital for the sick and wounded 
was placed under the care of the Sistenn This charge 
they readily undertook at the request of the authorities, 
as their original project of going to Lexington had proved 
impracticable. They found the poor soldiers in wretched 
condition. The hospital, a very recently established in- 
stitution, had not yet sufficient furniture. Convalescing 
soldiers, who were the only nurses^ could not be expected 
to bestow on the sick the tender care tliey required. No 
woman of a religious order had ever before been seen in 
Jefferson, and such of the soldiers as had heard of them 
had heard little that was construed to their advantage. 
The Sisters, therefore, on taking charge of the hospital 
met with a very cold reception. They showed neither 
surprise nor annoyance at this, and very soon the cold- 
ness and prejudice disappeared, being followed by appre- 
ciation and gratitude 

On entering the hospital they found a poor soldier 
in a woefully neglected condition, lying on a blanket laid 
on the floor. One of the Sisters requested the nurse to 
allow her to have a little water. Wlien she received it 
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she knelt beside the poor eufferer and bathed his face and 
hands. The nurse, a rather stem person, stood by during 
the process. 

^May I ask, madam,'' said he when she finished, Is 
that man a relative of yooisr* 

''No, sir," she replied, ^ never saw him before; we 
are here to take care of the sick, and we attend every 
jKitient as we would our nearest and dearest relative.'* 

Id a short time the Sisters, by their self-devotion, had 
gained the good will of the inmates and officers; and the 
hospital began to wear a better appearance. It took a 
good while, however, for the citizens and soldiers to be> 
come so accustomed to the Sisters as always to recognise 
them as such. One morning, as they were going pro- 
cessionailly to Mass they met a new detachment of sol- 
diers, who stepped aside to allow them the sidewalk* 
They kept a resi>ectful silence until the Sisters had pass- 
ed, when one turning to another inquired, "Wlio's dead?'' 

When General Fremont and his staff came to Jef- 
ferson they at once visited the sick soldiers. Desiring te 
have an interview with the Sisters the General was 
shown to their apartment just as they had assembled for 
their frugal meal. When he knocked the door was opened, 
and, to their great aKtonishnient, he and his staff, in bril- 
liant uniform, stood before them. The interview was a 
very pleasant one. General Fremont was on all occasions 
most courteous to thorn, and granted everj'thing they 
aBked. Eloquently did they represent to him the wants 
of the jKwr poldiers, for whom he promised to provide, and 
his piomipes were religiously kept This officer was 
noted for his kindness to his soldiers, especially the sick. 

The Sisters also received several visits from Colond 
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Mulligan and his biUTe little wife, an old puptl of theirs. 
When she heard of her husband^s capture, although she 
had but just recovered from a severe illness, she made her 
way across the country to Lexington, to comfort him bj 
her presence. Soon after he was paroled, and they jour- 
neyed homeward together, stopping at Jefferson on their 
way. Mrs. Mulligan gave the Sisters a glowing account 
of her husband's exploits, and moved them to tears by 
her description of his sufferings. She was proud of him, 
for he was a genuinely brave man. To rare merit he 
added rare modesty, and were it not for the animated 
recital of his devoted wife the Sisters would have heard 
but little of his thrilling adventures in Lexington. 

It is in order to state here that on the 20th of De- 
cember, 18G1, Mr. Arnold, rising in his seat in the House 
of Representatives, at Washington, introduced a joint 
resolution giving the thanks of Congress to Colonel 
James A. Mulligan and the officers and men under his 
command for the heroic defense of Lexington, Missouri, 
which was read a first and second time. The joint reso- 
lution was as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives that the thanks of Congress be extended to Colonel 
James A. Mulligan and the gallant officers and soldiers 
under his command, who bravely stood by him against 
a greatly superior force in his heroic defense of I^exing- 
ton, Missouri. 

Resolved, That the Twenty-third Regiment of Illin- 
nois Volunteers — ^the Irish Brigade — in testimony of 
their gallantry on that occasion are authorised to bear 
on their colors the word "Lexington.'* 

Resolved, That the Secretai7 of War be requested to 
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conimiinicate these reeolntions to Colonel M nlllgaa and 
his offioen and eoldlen. 

The joint resolution wm ordered to he ttigroewd 
and read a third time and, being engrotied, it was ae- 
cordingly read a third time and passed (ly. 

Rev. William Walsh, of Jefferson dtj, was a slneero 
friend of the Sisters daring their abode in the hospital, 
and they remember him with ItTcly gratltnde. On New 
Year's Day, 1802, th^ made their renewal of vows in the 
church. They also derived much comfort and support 
from the ma^y kind and encouraging letters th^ re- 
ceived from their superior, Be^. Mother Frands. The 
warmest sympathies of this noUe-hearted woman were 
aroused for her children, worldng in a cause so dear and 
eacred. She visited them during the fall, and frequently 
sent them oontributions, provisions and delicacies fbr their 
elck soldiers. These soon became so numerous that two 
more Sisters and several elderly women and young girls 
were sent to their aid. An additional hospital was re- 
quired, and a building formerly used as a seminaiy was 
devoted to that purpose. The assistants of the Sisters 
wore a uniform of gray, and as all went to Mass every 
morning, when hospital duties permitted, the procession 
of the black and gray-robed maidens looked rather sol- 
emn. 

Except in case of Catholics the ministrations of the 
Sisters were confined to the bodily ills of the sick. They 
rarely touched on religious subjects, save when the patient 
desired it On one occasion they found a dying man whom 
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they believed to be a Catbolic. The Sisters who attended 
him asked him to what church he belonged. He looked 
cautiously around the ward and whispered: 

^ am ashamed to teU." 

^ut," said she, ^ou should not belong to a church 
of which you are ashamed." 

The poor roan then acknowledged that he was a 
Catholic, though, through human respect, he had con- 
cealed it until then. The Sister spoke words of advice 
and encouragement to the poor man — a brave soldier of 
earth, an indiilerent soldier of Christ — and had the con- 
solation of inducing him to receive the sacraments. His 
death took place soon after, and his fellow-soldiers, hav- 
ing arrayed him in his uniform, placed upon his bosom 
the crucifix which the Sister had given him. This act 
of reverence in men w*ho seldom gave religion a thought 
surprised and pleased the Sisters not a little. 

They remained in charge of the JefiTerson City Hoa> 
pital until April, 18C2, when, the army having been or> 
dered to another division, their sendees were no longer 
required. They, therefore, made preparations to return 
to Chicago. The night before the day appointed for their 
departure they were much surprised by receiving a sere* 
nade from the military band. Next morning Father 
Welsh said Mass in the hospital. The Sisters then bade 
"good-bye" to the few soldiers who remained, and the 
poor fellows were very much affected at the parting. 

When the Sisters reached St. Louis they were waited 
on by Mr^JTij^nan, Sanitary Commissioner, who request- 

"j^^ ' ed them to take charge of the hospital department of the 

steamboat 'impress," then about to start for the battle> 
field of Shiloh, in order to transfer the wounded to places 
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ere they could receive proper care. Many of fhe ticfk 
1 wounded were on the battlefield, sheltered only by 
ts, and deprived of almost ereiy comfort When fhe 
pessary permission from home was obtained the Sisters 
nt aboard the ^mpress^" bound for Pittsburg Landing; 
ich they reached on Palm Sunday. They had been 
Kious to reach it that day, hoping to be in time for 
ss; but they were surprised and disappointed to find 
it, iuKtend of being a town or Tillage, Pittsburg Landing 
isistod of only one house, a log cabin, in which there 
s no prospect of hearing Mass. They went ashore at 
ce to visit the sick and wounded of both armies, who 
re in separate tents, and distributed to the poor men 
ne rofn.'shraents, which were most gratefully received, 
xt day the ''Empress,'' laden with sick and wounded, 
irted for Keokuk, Iowa. There were over thrje hun- 
kd sufTerers aboanl, and the Sisters were occupi<sd from 
rly morning till midnight waiting on them and endeav- 
ng to soothe their depressed spirits. The 'impress'' 
ached Keokuk on Holy Saturday, April 16, 1S62. The 
moval of the sick to the hiispital bej^an at once and 
cupied two days, during which time the Sisters were 
gaged in doing everything |)ossible t»i ease the pains of 
eir patients. 

On Easter Sunday they had the happiness of hearing 
ass and receiving the sacraments. The Sisters of Notre 
ame, who were present at Mass, awaited the Sisters of 
ercy at the church doors, and, knowing they were fasting, 
vited them to come to their convent to breakfast. Much 
the Sisters appreciated their kindness, they were 
Mged to decline, as they had to return as quickly as pos- 
Je to their sick on the hospital boat. In the evening 
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the Visitation Nuns sent a message to invite the Sisters 
of Mercy to dine at their convent This invitation was 
accepted, as the sicic and wounded had had their wounds 
dressed, and were made as comfortable as possible. At 
the Visitation Convent they received much kindness, and 
had the happiness of being present at benediction. At 
Mound City the Holy Cross Sisters, under Mother Angela 
Gillespie, showed much kindness to the Sisters of Mercy. 
Next day ihe ''Empress" returned to IMttsburg Land- 
ing for another cargo of the sick, who were conveyed to 
St Louis. The boat made many voyages of this kind. The 
Sisters strove to get delicacies of all sorts for the sick 
wherever they landed, and in distributing these there 
were scenes at once amusing and touching. The men 
would gather around the Sisters like big children, holding 
out their piece of bread and begging for ''just one little 
bit of jam.'' The Sisters, not having the heart to refuse 
anyone, would give away all they had, trusting to kind 
Providence to send them more. The "Empress^ also made 
Ji voyage to Louisville, where the Sisters placed under 
proper care the last cargo of the sick and wounded from 
the terrible battle of Shlloh. The end of )Iay, 1802, con- 
eluded five weeki^ service on the hospital boat To this 
day the Sisters of Mercy express gratitude for the kind- 
ness and almost reverential courtesy they exiierienced 
during their stay with the invalid soldiers. Accustomed 
to a life of seclusion and tranquillity, they did not ven- 
ture on this undertaking without nerving themselves to 
encounter much that might be repugnant to their nature 
and profession. But none of their gloomy anticipations 
were realized. They always felt that they owed a special 
tribute to the brave men of both armies for the deference 
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coiirte^- they Invariably recelred from Confedente 
Focloral alike. The eoldtera nnder their care ihowed 
n child-like docility and respect, and never was a 
utii'n.'d Id their presen'^e by n warrior of either aide 
could offend the most delicate car. "Jf," writes «i8 
rvtvors of the nnrslng bnnd, "the man who knows 
;o treat a woman with respect is himself wortliy of 
•t, then all honor to the soldiers of the war, Mwtli 
l&oatb.* 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



THE STANKW KOSP[TAI- 



Ttw ■uthofitks In Washlnston Invite the Sisteis of Meny to take ctuuie ol 
both the ftKiitutloiu at the capital and the Western Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, in Pittsburg. Death of the Superior ot the Stanton Ho^itaL 
Buried with nilitaiy honors. President Uncidn conmendF the Sisters 
for their scU-«acrifidns bbors. A warm tribute from Father Canevln 
How the Ovil war helped to wipe out relisloiu Ucotry. 



In the autumn of 1862 application waa made bj the 

authorities in Washington to the Mother Superior of the 

Bictera of Mercy for nurses to take charge of the wounded 

soldiers in the Stanton Hospital 

in Washington Citj. According- 

- ~- l7t four Sisters from the mother 

i house in Pittsbut^ were ai^int- 

"°';'^-= od for the wotiL They hastllj 
ir V'^^^t '■« pi^Pored and departed for the 
.uT.wJ^ Scene of dutj', arriving in Wash- 
' fi_ ington the day before lIuinkB- 
glTing. finding that the Stan- 
ton, a long row of one-stoiy 
frame buildings, was not quite ready for occupancy, the 
^ters remained for a few days with the Sisters of Hercy, 
who were In charge of the Douglas Hospital then In 
operation in Washington. These Sisters were members 
of the Baltimore Commnni^, founded some years pre- 
<1M) 
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yioudy from the house at Pittsburg. In a short time the 
next hospital vftis opened, and the Sisters repaired tUther, 
and began their work by caring for one hundred and 
thirty wounded soldiers, who had just been carried in 
from an engagement On December 8 four more Sisters 
arrived from Pittsburg, making in all eight, which num- 
her constituted the staff of Sisters engaged in the Stanton 
Hospital Some of these did not remain until the dose 
of the war, but were relieved as circumstances required 
by Sisters from home. These changes were not made 
without necessity, as the health of several of the original 
volunteers was hopelessly shattered by the severe duties 
entailed upon them. To the bodily fatigue incident to 
the care of so many patients was added much mental 
anxiety, caused by the responsibility attending the charge 
of grave cases. The successful issue in many severe sur- 
gical operations depended almost entirely on the vigilance 
of the nurse. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the oflScials of 
the Stanton Hospital for their careful supervision and 
attention to the patients, and the unvarying kindness and 
confldence reposed in the Sisters. The surgeon in charge^ 
Dr. John A. Liddell, and his assistant, Dr. Philip Davis, 
deserve 8|)ccial mention. Abundant supplies of everything 
needful for the sick were most liberally provided. As far 
as iK)S8ible no want of the patients was left ungratified. 

This was a source of great satisfaction to the Sisters, 
and lightened their «:ares considerably. WTiat has been 
said of the work of Sisters in otlier hosi)ituls might be 
repeated here. Their labors were arduous and unceasing. 
After every battle numbers of wounded were brought in, 
and itKreived unwearied attention day and night. As a 
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rule the soldiers appreciated the work of the Bisten, 
and regarded them as their best friends. Often patients, 
when convinced that the hope of recovery was gone, con- 
fided their last wishes to the Bisters. They were fre> 
qnently called upon to send messages to the loved ones 
far away, and write letters to absent friends. These and 
similar acts of kindness, with words of comfort and en- 
couragement, made the day more than full ^pressed 
down and running over' with meritorious acts. The 
Sisters frequently had the consolation of witnessing 
happy deathbed scenes, often of persons who, under less 
favorable surroundings mi^rht not have enjoyed this 
great blessing. Entire freedom of conscience was secured 
to all, each patient being at liberty to summon to his side 
the spiritual adviser of his choice. Tlie Catholics were 
attended by the Jesuit Fathers, ajnong whom Revs. 
Father Wagit, Brady and Roccofort were untiring in their 
efforts to console the sick and fortify the djing with the 
consolations of religion. The Sisters remained at the 
Stanton until the close of the war, when, their services 
being no longer required, they returned to Pittsburg, 
where they resumed their usual avocations. 

The Western Pennsjlvania Hospital in Pittsburg 
was used by the Government for a military hospital at 
this time, principally for Pennsylvania soldiers. Such 
men as were able to bear the fatigue of transportation 
from Washington or other places were sent to this institu- 
tion in order to make room at the Stanton for cases direct 
from the field of battle. The Sisters of Mercy were in- 
vited to give their services, a request with which they 
cheerfully complied, early in 18G3. In this institution the 
Sisters experienced the same courtesy from the officers 
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ioded to tbem elsewhere. Ereiy arrangemeDt 

\ with exiatiug circmnataiicea was made to 
Ir dutit's. In both these hospitals a chapd wat 
Id Ma^3 H'as celebrated doily, which soch con- 
latients aa desired were at liberty to attend. 
I coiitiQued their work in the Penn^ylTanln 

Ltil Mar, 1865. In Waahin^on and Pittsburr 
Irs of the Sanitary Conimlsdon gave very e(- 
llownrds iille^-iatiDg; the conditions of the pa» 
Voridio); delicacies and reading matter. After 

Liiplilios were left in the bands of the Sister* 
Ibuted nt their discretion. 

puglus HuHiiilal ill WuKliiugton had been erect- 
■hree I.'irt,'e dwellings in the then fashionable 
1 Cipitiil City. It was so named from the fact 

lost iujiortant of these three houses had been 

Ice of tlie Famous Senator of that name. 
Im. Collette O'Connor was in charge of this In- 
Ind Wii8 revered by all who became acquainted 
^e died at the ho!>pltal, July 16, 18C1, and her 

Brc escorted to Baltimore and buried with miU. 



,- rrcsideot Lincoln I'isited the Stanton Hoo- 
IsLiugtoD. Those who were fortunate to be preo- 

-ciiiarkable occasion rcccivi>d impi-essions that 
|iain ever fresh In their minds. None of the 

I ever met the Chief Executive, but when a 

u with just the suggestion of a stoop about 

Lrs (ijiinilcred up the path leading to the main 

the lioxpilal ther iuluitively knew that It 

lent Lincoln. The homely, wrinkled face, with 

Q nppeiirflnce, and the patient, almost pathetic 
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^Southern synipathizcn in Wasliington sent large 
supplies of provisions and delicacies for their Confederate 
friends. 'We took all they sent/ said a veteran Sister, ^ut 
we saw that the bojs in blue fai*ed as well as their foes.' 
This was holy simplicity. At the time the Sisters were 
engaged in their work of mercy in the hospitals and on 
the battlefields of the North some of their companions 
who had left their side a few years before were under the 
shot and shell which were hurled from land and w*ater 
when Grant besieged Vicksburg, and fear and famine 
stalked the Confederate camp and city. The Sisters fol- 
lowed the ill-fated army through all the hard fortunes of 
the struggle; nursed the sick, stanched the blood, bound 
up the w'ounds of those who fell on the battlefield, and 
spoke w*ords of consolation and hope to the dying. 

''We can read in military annals how the dying sol- 
dier fancied a mother or a sister to be supporting his 
head as the black-robed nun bade him confide in the 
Saviour of Calvary, and poured refresUng drops on his 
lips parched and quivering in the throes of death. It 
was loyalty to the Divine Master that caused these women 
to 6er\*e on both sides of the line. 

''After the war the Vicksburg Community returned 
to their convent and found their latest golden opportunity 
in the South in the great yellow fever scourge of 1878^ 
which spread sorrow and gloom over the land, until even 
hope was almost jmralyzed. Yes, when feur had dissolved 
all the ties which hold society together; w*hen succor 
could not be bought with gold; when the strongest natur- 
al affections yielded to the love of life, then a band of Sis- 
ters of Mercy, led by the saime fearless heroines from 
Pittsburg who fifteen jears before had seen duty on the 
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fefield, were to be found bending over the plague- 
ken couch, praying, ever encouraging and holding up 
le last before the expiring patient the image of Che 



|<<When the brave men of both armies had fought out 
kation*8 quarrel, and when the roar of cannon died 
and the smoke of battle was lifted from the land, 
aright sun of peace shone upon a people more united 
they had ever been before. Religious bigotry and 
trian hatred had i*eceived a deadly stroke. There 
I more Christianity nniid the rough scenes of war than 
had been in preceding years of peace. The best 
of the Roman Catholic and of the Protestant co- 
lot had reddened the same stream and mingled on 
a well-fought field ; side by side they met the charge; 
by side they repelled the shock; side by side they felL 
le same pit their bodies were deposited. The dew fell 
Heaven upon their union in the grave. 
I^I^Iisfortune had taught them to know and respect 
trust and love each other. Those who survived learn* 
despise the cowards and hypocrites and bigots who 
|ome, in ignorance or malice, had armed man against 
brother, and in the name of religion kept us in per- 
[al conflict The soldier descendant of the New Eng- 
Puritan, and of the Papist hating Orangeman, dis- 
[red that his Catholic comrade was a brave, generous- 
ted man, and a consistent Christian; that the Roman 
lolic Church was not the sworn enemy of free institu- 
; that the Sisters of that Church were kind, earnest, 
Iworking, useful and devoted women in the senlce 
at Christ whose doctrine is that we should love one 
ler. And thus the Sisters of ^fercy returned from 
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war to find the good they and other religions women had 
done had won the grateful recognition of the whole conn- 
try. Thoughtful men learned from their deeds that even 
a CoTcnanter need not fear to offend the Creator in 
acknowledging that there rested a holy influence in hearts 
consecrated to God." 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH. 



Surgeon General applies for nurses to care for the skk soliiers in Canp 
Curtin, Harrisburg. Bishop Wood gives a ready assent Their valuabte 
I Services at the State capital An official letter of thanks frooi Governor 
Curtin. Down the James River in the Commodore to hring the wounded 
I from the battlefield of Yorktou-n. A poor soldier abandoned in an isolated 
tent Rescued from death itself. A grateful patient 
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In January, 1862, Dr. Ilenry H. Smith, Surgeon-Ckn- 

^1 of the State of Pennsylvania, applied to Rer. Mother 

John at the Mt. St. Joseph Convent, Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia, "for Sisters to serve as 
y^i» nurses of the sick soldiers in camp Cu^ 

tin, Harrisburg, i^aying he had had ex* 
perienre of the Sisters* efficiency in nurs- 
ing while he attended at St Joseph's 
Hospital in Philadelphia, and felt they 
would be able to do good work at the 
State Capital. 

Bishop Wood, to whom the Doctor 
had spoken of the matter, gave ready 

tent, and writing on the 22d of the same month, 
[e Doctor spesiks of the arrangements for the Sistcn* 
rney as having been effected, and adds: "The Doctor 
:)es the Sisters will not disappoint him. Whilst best 
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by applicants, eveiy female nurse has been refused, Dr. 
Smith being unwilling to trust any but his old friends, 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. There is a large field of useful- 
ness^ but it is to be properly cultivated only by those 
whose sense of duty will induce them to sacrifice personal 
comfort Tlie lining is rough, the pay poor, and nothing 
but the sentiments of religion can render the nurses 
contented.'' 

On January 23 three Sisters under the direction of 
Mother Monica Fue, went to Harrisburg, and on the fol* 
lowing day the Surgeon-General took them to Camp Curtin 
Hospital, which he placed under their charge. At the 
camp there were then about three thousand militia. The 
hospital was merely a temporary frame building, roughly 
put together, and to make the apartments at all habitable 
blankets and other such improvised tapestry had to be 
hung over the boards. The Sisters arrived at the hospital 
towards evening. They found that three matrons had 
been in charge, and with them a number of the soldiers 
acting as nurses. The reception accorded the Sisters 
was not at aU cordial. One man had been given the charge 
of seeing to the Sisters' wants, and. coming to them he 
asked what they wished to have for 8upi)er, saying: ^ 
know that the discipline of the Church is bread and 
water, but I do not know what you ladies may want to 
have." The Sisters replied that anything would do, and 
were shortly afterwards summoned to the table the nurses 
had just left in a most uninviting condition. The viands 
were left untasted, and the Sisters began to see what work 
was before them, and to arrange matters accordingly. 

It w*as not long before the sick soldiers as well as 
those employed in the hospital began to feel the beneficial 
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is of the Bisters' care, and their eiBciencj in hospital 

inistration; and respectful attentions and military 

[es of the men became almost oppressive. Bishop 

I>aid several visits to the Sisters at the camp, and 

to the Church Ilospital, Harrisburg, where three 

'rs, under cliarge of Sr. Mary John, afterward the 

Mother of the Community, toolc charge of the sick, 

among the arriving militia, were unable to proceed 

ir as the camp. 

iFiudiug themselves always addressed by the phy- 
|ns as "Sistere of Cliaiity" or "Mercy,^ the Sisters 
the Surgeon-Genersirs attention to the misnomer, 
Ihe replied that the name accorded with their work, 
|it would 1>e no use in trying to explain to the doctors 
It the dilTei*ent orders. Hence in all newspaper re- 
and in various acc*ounts of their work given at the 
the Sisters were always mentioned as Sisters of 
[•ity or Men-y, which they took as another sign that 
pati-on, St. Joseph, desired them to labor as he 
lone, in silence and obscurity, unknown and unnoticed 
le world. 

lOn the 2d of February the SurgtH)n-General, after 
ing the hospitals, wrote to Mother St John: ^ have 
|d all the Sisters perfectly well, and with no com- 
its ixfWv their trial of the inconveniences and expos- 
attendant on military life. Already each hospital 
^•8 the blessing attendant on their prt^sence. Every- 
|g is now neat, orderly and comfortable. Sr. P. is K3ap- 
of the Wai-d' in the camp hospital, and has a drummer 
to attend her. Sister C. in the kitchen is also in 
»rity, and has a sentry at the kitchen door. • • • 
. is 'the Major,' and commands the surgeons, keeping 
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them in good humor by her kind acts. All seem happy 
and contented, and the GoTemor and others speak fre- 
quently of the good move made in bringing them there* 
• • • At the Church Hospital Sister C shines in 
the refectory, and everything is in excellent order." 

On the 18th of the same month the doctor called 
for more Sisters, adding, however, ^Matters are so un- 
settled by the recent victories I am at a loss whether to 
send for extra help. There are nimors of closing the 
camp or rather of giving it up to the U. S." 

Wliat Dr. Smith had anticipated came to |>ass; the 
soldiers at Camp Curtin were called to the front, and 
the Sisters left the Church Hospital March 27, and Camp 
Curtin April 8, 'G2. It was indeed touching to st^* the 
difference between the reception the men had given the 
Sisters on their coming and the feeling of sorrow that 
marked their parting with them. 3f any of the men sobbed 
aloud, and the Sisters themsehes were deeply moved 
at the thought of bow many, who were starting off in 
Jiealth and strength, would ere long meet a sad and 
painful death. 

On the 14th of April, by order of Governor Curtin, 
the following letter was sent by Dr. Smith to Madam St. 
John, Sui)erior of the Sisters of St Joseph: 

''Madam: — During a period of several weeks, amidst 
the confusion of a constantly changing camp, and amidst 
an epidemic of measles, with typhoid fever, etc, six of 
'The Sisters of St. Joseph,' sacrificing all iiersimal com- 
fort, ministered faithfully and truly to the comfort and 
welfare of the sick. Neatness, order and efficient minis- 
tration immediately followed their arrival in the camp. 

"Highly appreciating their valuable ser\ice8 and 
Christian devotion to the relief of human suffering, the 



TOE STANTON HOSPITAL. 9» 

lof Uie place, and did not fail to notice all tliat 
Inerc doing for the comfort and relief of the 
IMico be departed be cordtall/ aliook handa 
If the Slsten^ and congratulated tbem on the 

; performing in the cause of bnmanl^. 
I F. R«git Caoe^-in, rector of SL Paul'a Cathe- 
ftui-g, liaa paid a high tribute to the worlc of 
lof Mercy In the late war. (1) A passing refer 
lo to some of the events already detailed in thia 
3 such an able presentation of the case 
lervi's reproduction in these pages. Father 
Id in part: 

BUlers wt-ut forth from their peaceful convent 
■ Ibeir God and country in the Stanton 
losjiilal at Washington and in the Western 
lin Hospital at Pittsburg. The military phy- 
lardod theui as valuable assistants, and often* 
Inns had tlic cnttrt' t-liarge of the patients, nd- 
; nf medicines and arranging bandages vith 
icillfnl hands. 

^islore had four hundred and 6tiy wounded 
Ithcir care in the Rtauton Hospital at one time, 
Ihc second battle of Fredericksbuig, December 
loumbcr of Confederate woundt.'d were laid side 
111 UioAe whom they had wounded. 
lis !i beautiful sight,' said oae of the Sisters, to 
|ii<I('i'lv the convalssoeut Uuion soldiers helped 
ilie hfiilth of tboE% whom they had so 
lybt A short time Wfore. Those who are fir«t 
ill so first in peace.' 
'■ -The bravest are the tenderest,* 
'•'The loving are tlie daring.' 
IdiTM dellTi'Kd in ritlatiun about mt«ii jtmm aso. 
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^Southern synipathizers in WasliiDgton sent large 
supplies of provisions and delicacies (or their Confederate 
friends. 'We took all tliey sent/ said a yeteran Sister, %ut 
we saw that the bojs in blue fared as well as their foes.' 
This was holy simplicity. At the time the Sisters were 
engaged in their work of mercy in the hospitals and on 
the battlefields of the North some of their companions 
who had left their side a few years before were under the 
shot and shell which were hurled from land and water 
when Grant besieged Vicksburg, and fear and famine 
stalked the Confederate camp and city. The Sisters fol- 
lowed the ill-fated army through all the hard fortunes of 
the struggle; nursed the sick, stanched the blood, bound 
up the wounds of those who fell on the battlefield, and 
spoke words of consolation and hope to the dying. 

^We can read in military annals how the dying sol- 
dier fancied a mother or a sister to be supporting his 
head as the black-robed nun bade him confide in the 
Saviour of Calvary, and poured refresUng drops on his 
lips lurched and quivering in the throes of death. It 
was loyalty to the Divine Master that caused these women 
to serve on both sides of the line. 

'^After the war the Vicksburg Community returned 
to their convent and found their latest golden opportunity 
in the South in the great yellow fever scourge of 1S78, 
which spread sorrow and gloom over the land, until even 
hope was almost paralyzed. Yes, when feur had dissolved 
all the ties which hold society together; when succor 
could not be bought with gold; when the strongest natur- 
al affections yielded to the love of life, then a band of Sis- 
ters of Mercy, led by the «ime fearless heroines from 
Pittsburg who fifteen years bt:fore had seen duty on the 
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Urre to he found tKD<llDg orer the [daga«- 
Icli, prof ing, ever eDConrngine and boldlng vp 
)efore the expiring patient the image o< the 

Itlie hrave men of both armies bad fought oot 
I quarrel, and when the roar of cannon died 
jbe Bmoke of liattlc va% lifted from the land, 
pin of peace shone upon a people more united 
lad ever been before Religions higotr; and 
Itred had received a deadly strohe There 
lii-iatiatilty amid the rough scenes of war than 
Been io preceding yean of peace. The best 
! Itomiin Catholic and of the Protestant co- 
I reddened the same stream and mingled on 
l-fougbt field ; side by pide they met the charge; 
I Ihc-y repelled (he shock ; side by side they felL 
I pit their bodies were deposited. The dew fell 
In upon their union in the grar& 
Itune b.id taught them to Itnow and respect 
lid love each other. Those who survived leam- 
le the cowards and hypocrites and bigots who 
I ignoraoce or malice, had armed man against 
1 and in the name of religion kept us in per- 
lict. The soldier descendant of the Xew Eng- 
In, and of the Papist hating Orangeman, dis- 
It his Catholic comrade was a brave, generous- 
and a consistent Christian; that the Roman 
lurch WHS not the sworn enemy of free institn- 
Ithe Sisters of that Church were kind, earnest, 
, useful and dcTotcd women in the service 
' rt whose doctrine Is that we should lore one 
ad thus the Sisters of Mercy returned from 
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war to find the good they and other religions women had 
done had won the gratefnl recognition of the whole conn- 
try. Thoughtful men learned from their deeds that even 
a CoTcnanter need not fear to offend the Creator in 
acknowledging that there rested a holy influence in hearts 
consecrated to God.^ 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH. 



TYie Surgeon General applies for nurses to care for the skk soUiers in Camp 
Curtin, Harrisburg. Bishop Wood gives a ready assent Their valuable 
Services at the State capital An official letter of thanks frooi Governor 
Curtin. Down the James River in the Commodore to bring the wounded 
from the battlefield of Yorktown. A poor soldier abandoned in an isolated 
tent Rescued from death itself. A grateful patient 



In January, 1862, Dr. Ilenry H. Smith, Surgeon-Ckn- 
eral of the State of Pennsylvania, applied to Rer. Mother 
St. John at the Mt. St. Joseph Convent, Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia, "for Sisters to serve at 
nurses of the sick 5;oldiers in camp Cu^ 
tin, Harrisburg, i^aying he had had ex* 
perience of the Sisters* efficiency in nurs- 
ing while he attended at St Joseph's 
Hospital in Philadelphia, and felt they 
would be able to do good work at the 
State Capital. 

Bishop Wood, to whom the Doctor 
had spoken of the matter, gave ready 

assent, and writing on the 22d of the same month, 
the Doctor spejiks of the arrangements for the Sisters* 
journey as having been effected, and adds: "The Doctor 
hopes the Sisters will not disappoint him. Whilst best 
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by applicants, eveiy female nurse has been refused, Dr. 
Bmlth being unwilling to trust any but his old friends, 
the Bisters of St Joseph. There is a large field of useful- 
ness^ but it is to be properly cultivated only by those 
whose sense of duty will induce them to sacrifice personal 
comfort The lining is rough, the pay poor, and nothing 
but the sentiments of religion can render the nurses 
contented.'' 

On January 23 three Sisters under the direction of 
Mother Monica Pue, went to Harrisburg, and on the fol* 
lowing day the Surgeon-General took them to Camp Curtin 
Hospital, which he placed under their charge. At the 
camp there were then about three thousand militia. The 
hospital was merely a temporary frame building, roughly 
put together, and to make the apartments at all habitable 
blankets and other such improvised tapestry had to be 
hung over the boards. The Sisters arrived at the hospital 
towards evening. They found that three matrons had 
been in charge, and with them a number of the soldiers 
acting as nurses. The reception accorded the Sisters 
was not at aU cordial. One man had been given the charge 
of seeing to the Sisters' wants, and. coming to them he 
asked what they wished to have for 8upi)er, saving: ^ 
know that the discipline of the Church is bread and 
water, but I do not know what 3*ou ladies may want to 
have." The Sisters replied that anything would do, and 
were shortly afterwards summoned to the table the nurses 
had just left in a most uninviting condition. The viands 
were left untasted, and the Sisters began to see what work 
was before them, and to arrange matters accordingly. 

It was not long before the sick soldiers as well as 
those employed in the hospital began to feel the beneficial 
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fects of the Bisters' care, and their eiBciency in hospital 
[minlBtration; and respectful attentions and military 
lutes of the men became almost oppressive. Bishop 
'ood i>aid several visits to the Sisters at the camp^ and 
so to the Church Hospital, Harrisburg, where three 
sters, under charge of Sr. Mary John, afterward the 
ev. Mother of the Community, took charge of the sick, 
ho, among the arriving militia, were unable to proceed 
i far as the camp. 

Fiudiug themselves always addressed by the phy- 
cians as "Sistere of Charity'' or "Mercy,** the Sisters 
•ew the Surgeon-Genorsirs attention to the misnomer, 
it he replied that the name accorded with their work, 
id it would 1>e no use in trying to explain to the doctors 
>out the dilTei*ent ordei-s. Hence in all newspaper re- 
>rts and in various accounts of their work given at the 
oie the Sisters were always mentioned as Sisters of 
barity or Mercy, which they took as another sign that 
leir patron, St. Joseph, desired them to labor as he 
id done, in silence and obscurity, unknown and unnoticed 
y the world. 

On the 2d of February the Surgeon-General, after 
siting the hospitals, wrote to Mother St, John: *^ have 
»und all the Sisters perfectly well, and with no com* 
laints after their trial of the inconveniences and expos- 
re attendant on military life. Already each hospital 
lows the blessing attendant on their prt^sence. Every- 
ling is now neat, orderly and comfortable. Sr. P. is K3ap- 
lin of the Wai-d' in the camp hospital, and has a drummer 
Dy to attend her. Sister C. in the kitchen is also in 
ithority, and has a sentry at the kitchen door. • • • 
\ M. is 'the Major,' and commands the surgeons, keeping 
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them in good humor by her kind acts. AH seem happy 
and contented, and the GoTemor and others speak fre- 
quently of the good move made in bringing them there* 
• •• At the Church Hospital Sister C. shines in 
the refectory, and everything is in excellent order.** 

On the 18th of the same month the doctor called 
for more Sisters, adding, however, ^Matters are so un- 
settled by the recent victories I am at a loss whether to 
send for extra help. There are rumors of closing the 
camp or rather of giving it up to the U. 8.** 

What Dr. Smith had anticipated came to i>ass; the 
soldiers at Camp Curtin were called to the front, and 
the Sisters left the Church Hospital March 27, and Csimp 
Curtin April 8, 'G2. It was indeed touching to st^* the 
difference between the reception the men had given the 
Sisters on their coming and the feeling of sorrow that 
marked their parting with them. 3f any of the men sobbed 
aloud, and the Sisters themsehes were deeply moved 
at the thought of bow* many, who were starting off in 
Jiealth and strength, would ere long meet a sad and 
painful death. 

On the 14th of April, by order of Governor Curtin, 
the following letter was sent by Dr. Smith to Madam St. 
John, Sui)erior of the Sisters of St Joseph: 

''Madam: — During a period of several wwks, amidst 
the confusion of a constantly changing camp, and amidst 
an epidemic of measles, with typhoid fever, etc, six of 
'The Sisters of St. Joseph,' sacrificing all ]K*rs<mal com- 
fort, ministered faithfully and truly to the comfort and 
welfare of the sick. Neatness, order and efficient minis- 
tration immediately followed their arrival in the camp. 

"Highly appreciating their valuable ser\'ice8 and 
Christian devotion to the relief of human suffering, the 
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State authorities desire to express to tbem and your order 
high appreciation of the selfsacriflcing spirit which they 
exhibited among the sick soldiers, both at Cainp Curtfn 
and the Church Hospital in Harrisburg. 

**By order of 

"A. G. CURTIN, Governor of Pennsylvania.'' 

Dr. Smith himself wrote: — *^It affords me pleasure to 
transmit the accompanying order, acknowledging the 
valuable services of the Sisters recently engaged at Har- 
risburg. • • • In the event of a fight at Yorktown 
I shall go there ^\ith a party on a steamboat and stop 
at Fortress Monroe. If some hardy Sisters will volunteer 
for duty with me I will perhaps be able to take them. The 
notice will not be more than six hours. • • • I will 
share the ex])08ure with them, and will do all that is pos- 
sible to make them comfortable, bringing them back 
with the wouudfKl, unless you allow them to stay. Your 
Order is, I bt»lieve, the only one that is doing duty with 
the army. I think thoy cnn do much good, under my 

care. Sr. will be I'spiiially useful in cooking for 

the wounded in the boiit I shall take at the Fortress.** 

On the ISth the ordei^s came, and, under the escort 
of Captain Bankson, U. S. A., three Sisters went to Bal- 
timore and thence to Fortress Monroe. On the 26th the 
Doctor sent a ivquest for six more Sisters, promising 
plenty of occupation. 

In a letter dated April 27, 1S(;2, Airhbishop Wood, 
after naming the Sistei-s detailed **for attendance on the 
wounded and sick soldiers under the direction of Dr. 
Ilenrj' Smith, SurgconOeueral of the Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers,'* adds "We commend them to the kind care and 
protection of the Surgi*onGeneral, and to the attention 
of all persons, ecclesiastical and civil, with whom they 
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may be in any way aFsociated, lioldin^ it as a npecial and 
personal favor bestowed on ourselvesi'' 

On April 21, writing from Fortress Monroe, the Doc- 
tor informs lilotlier St Jolm that the Sifters on their ar- 
rival had been put at once on hospital duty, and were doing 
much needed work, especially in the preparation of sick 
diet, etc He adds: ''They are sure to be appreciated. 
• • • They come into friendly com])etition with a 
party of nurses under the din*ction of Miss Dix. They 
will win the good will and opinion of alL" 

The three Bisters first M?nt were again under the 
direction of Mother Monica Pue. Tht»y were kindly and 
eagerly welcomed by Dr. Smith, who, with the aid of a 
spy-glass, saw the boat approaching and hurried to mei»t 
them. There were then some sick and wounded on board 
the floating hof^pital, the ''Whillden.'' Other listers went 
down later under charge of one of the hospital surgeons, 
who, iioor man, was anything but pleased with Ixring 
ditailed to act as escort to live ladies. Dut all his fears, 
as he aftei-wards declared, were cpcedily dispelled when 
he found his oflice nither a sinecure, since the Sisters did 
not call on him for the thous;ind and one attentions 
it had been his fortune to have lK*en called on to give 
while attending secular ladiea 

At Fortress Monroe they went aboard the two float- 
ing hospitals, the '*\Miinden^ and the '^Commodore.'* On 
3Iay 3 they had the great consolation of receiving the 
Sacraments from Rev. Father Dillon, of the Congregation 
of the nol3' Cross, who drove up and down the Camp by 
Foilress Monroe, hearing the confessions of the soldiers. 
He ssiid Mass on board the ''Commodore^ May 3 and 4. 

On May G, in company* with the Surgeon-General and 
his assistants^ three of the Sisters went down the James 
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nt 



in the "H'ommoclore^ to brini; «p the wounded from 

•attlefield of Yorktown. All night from 5 P. M. till 

I. of next day the wounded were being carried to the 
m stretchers. Harrowing, indeed, were the scenes 

Ithere met their eye, and wd it was to And how in- 
ate were their efforts to fully assuage the terrible 

ings of the victims. But all that could be done 
lone, and the supply of coffc-e and stimulants was 
fully received by those who for days had languished 
ut any attentions. A company of Penn^lvania 
teers, whom the Sisters met near the landing had 
ad any food for two, and some for tliroe days, the 

[ler laden with provisions haring been unaccount- 

delayed. On their way up the river the "Commo- 
IKissed the vesjwl with the longed-for supply of food 
way down to the men. 

[Vmong the wounded were many of the Southern 
rs, who had been taken prisoners; and they seemed 

|cularly grateful ft>r the attentions of the religious, 
ounded lay in rows along the dei*ks of the steamers, 
n the state rooms, so close togi*ther that it was al- 
imiM>ssible to piiss along without treaiding on them, 
n May IG Dr. Smith wrote to Mother St John: **The 

rs have given univerK;il satisfaction, and have done 

good. It will be acknowledgini hereafter in proper 

In the meantime I should like to take six of them 

me again, ending perhaps at Richmond.'' Six of 

isters came up with the wounded on the **Oommo- 

I' to the port of Philadelphia, and stayed with them 
they had all binm removed to the different h(»spitals 
! city. After a few days' rest they returned to re^ 
the wounded fwm the bsittle fought near Richmond. 
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Meanwhile the camp at Harrisburg had been re- 
opened, and three Sisters were again called to attend the 
hospitaL One of them relates that on her rounds about 
the place on their return she saw an isolated tent by 
the door of which lay a coffin. To her inquiries an of- 
ficer replied that in the tent there was a man dying of 
camp fever. She inquired whether it was {lossiblp to 
save the man, and, on hearing that it was not known, 
declared her intention of going to see. The officer refused 
to allow her to go in, saying it would be suicide, as she 
could not go without contracting the fever. She, however, 
persisted, and entering the tent, beheld a man in appar- 
ently a state of collapse. For days, it would seem, he had 
received veiy little attention, and the filth of the bed and 
floor was indescribable. That day the ix)or patient had 
had nothing but a drink of water. The Sister at once 
prepared and gave him a bowl of stimulating brotli. He 
became sufficiently strong to tell her he was fiK)m St. 
Paul's l^ivrish, Philadelphia. The priest. Rev. Father 
Iklaher, of Barrisbui*g, was sent for. In the meantime, by 
dint of warnings and entivaties, the Sister got two of the 
male nurses to lift the man fr«>m the bed, to which parts 
of his body adhered. The floor was cleansed, the man 
washed, his sores attended to, and then the priest came, 
heard his confession and gave him the last Sacraments,, 
and immediately his recovery seemed to set in. His 
gnititude was touching in the extitmie. The Sistei*s liad 
woi*d sent to his wife in Philadelphia that she might 
be able to have him I'emoved home, but before she came 
they themselves had been recalle<l fi*om what to them was 
a blessed field of labor. 

On June 9, 1SG2, Dr. Smith wrote to Mother St John, 
saying: "^The U. 8. have agreed to take charge of all the 
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State hospitals. • • • I have requested tlie Ssters at 
Harrisburg to return to you and hope I shall not hare 
again to trouble you until the war is ended. The Sisters 
did great good, were very kind and usefuL AH will be 
acknowledged in due time." Several of the Sisters who 
attended the soldiers have already entered on their r»> 
ward, and rest in the beautiful cemetery of Mt St Jo- 
sephy where on Decoration Day the Sisters and chfldien 
love to pay special attention to the graves of those de> 
parted ones ''of the Soldiers of Christ who went out to 
attend on the soldiers of war." 

No words could adequately express the gratitude of 
the Sisters for the delicate and fatherly attentions they 
received from Surgeon General Smith and his corps of 
assistants. Dr. Smith was truly "one of Nature^s noble- 
men," with a soul free from every taint of prejudice^ 
with a heart open to every phase of human sufTering and 
a charity that never wearied in alleviating the horrors of 
war. (1). 

(1). The fiftieth anDiversaiy of the foundatioD in PhilaOelphis of 
the Sisters of St. .Totieph was celebrated May 5, 1S97, at the Moant 
St. Joseph's Novitiate, in Chestnut IliU. About ninetj priests from 
Philadelphia and adjacent dioceses were present, and the Tenerftble 
Monsignor Cantwell, who, with BkBhop O'llara, of Scranton, was 
the only or.o then livini; who extended the hand of welcome to tbo 
three i^isters who came from St. I»uis fifty years preTioos, was 
amonj; the fpiests. Tliere were present also about two hundred tIs- 
iting ^^iste^« from the rarioun Catholic institutions in the dtj and 
several from Rochester, N. Y., and Flushing, L. I. Archbishop 
Ryan made a brief addre^^s of cimgratulation to the pupils and the 
community. lie said that forty -five years ago he knew the Sisters of 
the St. I^uis Community, and that he had watched their sstoundinc 
growth with much interest, lie paid a glowing tribute to the be- 
neficence and charity of the community, and prayed that God 
would cause them to prosper in the future as He had done la ths 
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SISTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS. 



The lieroicUfe and Ubwsof Mother AneeU. Acouslnot the bte Jimesa 
Blaine. She (Ives up her school at South BenJ, InJ., to serve through 
the war. A historic neetlng between Mother Angela and General GranL 
Rev. L A. Lambert, the chaplain at Mound Qty. Sixty Sisters of tbo 
Holy Cross on duty. SUtcr Angela, of the Visitation Community, and 
her love for the soMieis. 



Motber Angela, of the Iloly Cross Sister^ wns one of 
tbe most di-rotcd Durevs is any of tbe orders tbnt Bi'rrcd 
during tbe c-ivil war. Blic was a womnn of higb birtli nad 
considerable refinement, 6be 
- .r^-'i ^Nfc _ eaiiie from a well-known Penn- 

nSc^'r^! llilL'-'--- ^y'^'a"'^ '"^^ family— Ibe Oil- 
r V^'"i^^'^^^^-— *W^^^ lespiea. It was from tbis family 
W^^^M^W^y': ^^^^ ''*""** «»'<»P*« "loine 
^^^ lt^3^^*t^K?^ -V- ^'f* 80 named. Sbe was a cou- 
^i«C<^!^<>5^^^i^^^^;^i^ sin of the illustrions man, and 
'- was also related to tbe Ewings 
and the Sbernianiu ller par- 
ents migrated from I'ennsfl- 
vania to nilnois wbilc sbe was quite young, and ber ediicOr 
tion was received nt tbe Academy of tbe Visitation, In 
Washington, D. C. Motber Angela always bad a bigb re- 
gard for Blnine. Sbe was intimately acquainted with the 
details of his early l^'e ttod bis home at Itrowns>-iUe, Pa. 
To those in whom she placed great confidence she frequent- 
(21«) 
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|ts of the Sisters* care, and their efflciencj in hoqiital 

inistration; and respeetful attentions and militarjr 

tes of the men became almost oppressive. Bishop 

paid several visits to the Sisters at the camp^ and 

to the Church Hospital, Harrisbnrg, where three 

'1*8, under charge of Sr. Marv John, afterward the 

Mother of the Community, took charge of the sick, 

among the arriving militia, were unable to proceed 

[ir as the camp. 

Finding themtselves always addressed by the phy- 
ins as "Slstere of Cliarity'' or "Mercy,** the Sisters 
the Surgeon-Oenerars attention to the misnomer, 
I he ri'plied that the name accorded with their work, 
it would 1)e no use in trying to explain to the doctors 
it the diffeix'nt orders. Hence in all newspaper re- 
Is and in various aci*ounts of their work given at the 
the Sisters were always mentioned as Sisters of 
i-ity or Mercy, which they took as another sign that 
Ir pati-on, J>t. Josi^ph, desired them to labor as he 
done, in silence and obscurity, unknown and unnoticed 
Ihe world. 

On the 2d of February the Surgeon-General, after 

ing the hospitals, wrote to Mother St. John: ^ have 

id all the Sisters perfectly well, and with no com- 

its aftiT their trial of the inconveniences and expos- 

iittendant on military life. Already each hospital 

fvs the blrssing attendant on their presence. Every- 

|g is now neat, orderly and comfortable. Sr. P. is K3ap- 

of the Wai-d' in the camp hospital, and has a drummer 

to attend her. Sister C. in the kitchen is also in 

;)rity, and has a sentry at the kitchen door. • • • 

[. is 'the Major,' and commands the surgeons, keeping 
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tliem in good humor by her kind acts. Ail seem happy 
and contented, and the Governor and others speak fre- 
quently of the good move made in bringing them there. 
* * * At the Church Ilospitiil Sister C shines in 
the refectory, and everything is in excellent order.** 

On the ISth of the same month the doctor called 
for more Sisters, adding, however, ^Matters are so un- 
settled by the recent Aictories I am at a loss whether to 
send for extra help. There are nmiors of closing the 
camp or rather of giving it up to the U. S." 

Wliat Dr. Smith had anticii>uted came to pass; the 
soldiers at Camp Curtin were called to the front, and 
the Sisters left the Church Hospital March 27, and Camp 
Curtin April 8, 'G2. It was indeed touching to st^e the 
difference between the reception the men had given the 
Sisters on their coming and the feeling of sorrow that 
marked their parting with them. ^lany of the men sobbed 
aloud, and the Sisters themselves were deeply moved 
at the thought of how many, who were starting off in 
Jiealth and strength, would ere long meet a sad and 
painful death. 

On the 14th of April, by order of Governor Curtin, 
the following letter was sent by Dr. Smith to Madam SL 
John, SuiKfrior of the Sisters of St Joseph: 

''Madam: — During a period of several weeks, amidst 
the confusion of a constantly changing camp, and amidst 
an epidemic of measles, with typhoid fever, etc, six of 
*The Sistei-s of St. Joseph,' siicriflcing all iK^rsonal com- 
fort, ministei-ed faithfully and truly to the comfort and 
welfare of the sick. Neatness, order and efficient minis- 
tration immediately followed their arrival in the camp. 

''Dighly appreciating their valuable senices and 
Christian devotion to the relief of human sufTering, the 
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tate authorities desire to express to them and your order 
igh appreciation of the self-sacrificing spirit which thej 
Ehibited among the sick soldiers, both at Camp Curtln 
nd the Church Hospital in Harrisburg. 

**Bj order of 

^A. G. CURTIX, Governor of Pennqrlvanla.'* 

Dr. Smith himself wrote: — ^^It affords me ideasure to 
ransroit the accompanying order, acknowledging the 
aluable services of the Sisters recently engaged at Har- 
isburg. • • • In the event of a fight at Yorktown 
shall go there Mith a party on a steamboat and stop 
t Fortress Monroe, If some hardy Sisters will volunteer 
)r duty with me I will perhaps be able to take them. The 
otice will not be more than six hours. * * * I will 
bare the exiKisure with them, and mil do all that is pos* 
ible to make them comfortable, bringing them back 
ith the wounded, unless you allow them to stay. Tour 
^rder is, I bi'lieve, the only one that is doing duty with 
be army. I think they cnn do much good, under my 

are. Sr. will be espii-ially useful in cooking for 

he wounded in the boiit I shall take at the Fortress.** 

On the ISth tlie orders came, and, under the escort 
f Captain Bankson, U. S. A., three Sisters went to Bal- 
imore and thence to Fortn^ss Monroe. On the 26th the 
)octor sent a i-equest for six more Sisters, promising 
plenty of occupation. 

In a letter dated April 27, 1S(»2, Aix^hbishop Wood, 
iter naming the Sisters detailed *'for attendance on the 
rounded and sick soldiers under the direction of Dr. 
lenrj' Smith, Surgeon-General of the Pennsylvania Vol- 
mteers," adds "We commend them to the kind care and 
ux>tection of the Surgeon-General, and to the attention 
^f all persons, ecclesiastical and civil, with whom thej 
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may be in any way aFsociated, lioldin^ it as a npecial and 
personal favor bestowed on ourselvesi'' 

On April 21, writing from Fortress Monroe, the Doc- 
tor informs MoUier St John that the Sisters on their ar- 
rival had been put at once on hospital duty, smd were doing 
much needed work, especially in the preparation of sick 
diet, etc He adds: ^They are sure to be appreciated. 
• • • They come into friendly com])etition with a 
party of nurses under the dinnrtion of Miss DIx. They 
will win the good will and o]>inion of all." 

The three Sisters first M?nt were again under the 
direction of Mother Monica Pue. They were kindly and 
eagerly welcomed by Dr. Smith, who, with the aid of a 
spy-glass, saw the boat approaching and hurried to meet 
them. There were then some sick and w*ounded on board 
the lloating hospital, the **Whillden.'' Other listers went 
down later under charge of one of the hospital surgeons, 
who, poor man, was anything but pleased with being 
ditailed to act as escort to live ladies. Ilut all his fears, 
as he afterwards declared, were cpeedily disp<>lled when 
he found his ofliee nither a sinecure, since the Sisters did 
not call on him for the thous;iud and one attentions 
it had been his foilune to have lK*en called on to give 
while attending secular ladies. 

At Fortress Monroe they went aboard the two float- 
ing hospitals, the **\Miinden^ and the *^Commodore.** On 
3Iay 3 they had the great consolation of receiving the 
Sacraments from Rev. Father Dillon, of the Congregation 
of the Iloljr Cross, who drove u]> and down the Camp by 
Foilress Monroe, hearing the confessions of the soldiers. 
He ssiid Mass on board the ''Commodore^ May 3 and 4. 

On May G, in company* with the Surgeon-General and 
his assistants^ three of the Sisters went down the James 



SISTEBS OF THE HOLT CR088. 



S19 



\ and then Grant, looking at hU vkitor with a pleas- 

(mile, said: 

1 am glad to have you with ua, very glad." 

lere was a pause for a second, and then he added: 

'If there is anything at all I can do for you I will be 

to do it I thoroughly appreciate the value of your 

tees, and I will give orders to see that you do not want 

nything.** 

After a few more minutes of general conversation, in 
rh Dr. Brinton and Father Lambert joined. Mother 
f\i\ and the Sisters started for their mission at Mound 

In later years General Grant frequently expressed 
mud admiration for ^lother ^Vngela, not only as a 
le, but as a woman of unusual ability. 
The party had quite an experience in reaching their 
lination. The wagon which had been detailed as their 
eyance broke down when they were half wa\y thither, 
theiv was some difliculty in jyatchiug it up sufiicieutly 
Inish tlie jouruey. l>ut it was done, and the Sisters 
itually reacbinl Mound City, and began their work of 
I'.y iu the Iiospital located there. Sister Ferdinand 
a fellow laborer with Mother Angela at this time. 
ler I^unbeit, the chaplain, attended the Post Uosi>ital 
jlouud City and t^aid Mass at 4 o'clock in the morning 
be benelit of Mother Angela and her Sisters. 
There was one incident that was kept quiet and which 
not become generally known until after the war. 
ill IK>x was raging at the time, and one of the brave Sis- 
was stricken down. She was hastily stowed away in 
rret of the hospiUil building and a 8i)ecial guard placed 
her. She recoveixHl, and after that devoted hersell 
irsing others with even more zeal than she had shown 
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before she was Htricken down. Ordinarily small-pox cases 
were sent to the pest house, but in this instance the tender- 
ness of the Sisters would not permit them to part with 
their aflSicted colleague. It was against the rulers, to be 
sure, but who cun blame the Sisters for this merciful 
bi'each of discipline? It is only proper to state that the 
case was so isolated that not one of the twelve hundred 
patients was afTected even in the remotest degree. One 
who was in the hospital at this time sajs that he is not cer- 
tain but that the Surgeon General knew of the hidden 
case. The Veiy Rev. Father Corby, now Superior General 
of the Congregation of the Holy Cross at Notre Dame, was 
probably the most conspicuous chaplain during the war. 
He belonged to the same oi-der with Mother Angina. 

There were betwe^.»u 1200 and 1400 iKitients in the hos- 
pit«al, and all received the kindest care and attention. 
Mother Angela sen'ed through all the war, winning ex- 
traordinary distinction for tact, diplomacy and faithful- 
ness. 

The official communication written by Commander 
Davis after a battle on White River, June 17, 1862, in- 
dicates that Mother Angela was not unknown to the 
authorities. 

Hon. Gideon Wells, Secretary of the Navy. 

U. S. Flag Steamer Henton, Memphis, June 20, 1862. 

Sir: — The number of men on board the hospital Inuit 
Red Rover is forty-one. The account given me j'ester- 
da3* was incorrect. I shall still wait for further 
knowledge before prcffenting a final r<«|)ort of the cas- 
ualties attending the capture of the St. Charles forts. 
The Department will be gratifled to learn that the pa^ 
tients are, most of them, doing well. • • • Sister 
Angela, the Suiierior of the Sisters of the Holy Cross 
(some of whom are performing their offices of mercy at 
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aiud City nospital), La8 kindlj offered the aeir- 

tlie Sisters for the hos[>itn1 boat of this sqnadron 
leeded. I have written to Commander Rennock to 
'rangements for their coming, 
the honor to b<?, very n*»iK*ctfuIly your obedient 

CIIAKLE8 n. DAVIS, 
FKiR Officer Commanding Western Flotilla. 

le following reference to the Holy Cross Sisters 
le i)en of Father Corby is apropos: 
|ixty Sisters of the Holy Cross went out under Moth- 
la. These SistiM-s volunteered their services to 
lie sick and the wounde<l soldiers^huudi'eds of whom, 
to 8(*iitiments of i>ure8t piety by the words and ex- 
[»f these an;:«*l nurs(»s, In^fjj^ed to be bjiptized in ar- 
liiortis — at the iKiint of death. The labors and self- 
e of the Sisters during the war need no praise here. 
[use is on tlie lijis of every surviving soldier who ex- 
'iH\ tlieir kind and careful ministration. Many a 
now looks down from on high with coni[)lacency on 
Irtliy Sisters wlio were instnimental in saving the 
len life could not be saved. Xor was it alone from 
(der of the Sistei*s of the Holy Cross that Sister 
engaged in the care of the sick and wounded sol- 
Many other oi-ders made costly s;icrifice8 to save 
to save souls, notably the noble Order of the Sis- 
ICIiaiity. To nieinlMM*s of this onler I am personally 
[•d. When jirostrate with cainj) fever, insensible for 
three days, my life was entnisted to their care. 
luardiaii nni^els thesi* Daugliters of St. Vincent 
[d every syiuptiuu of the fever, and by their skill and 
was s<x)n able to return to my jwst of duty.^ (1). 
lere was anotlier Sister Angela who was ])rominent 
Ww civil war, but who was not so consjiicuous as 
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her illustrious namesake. She is thus referred to in a 
recent work : (2). 

^Sister Angela became a member of the Communitj 
(Visitation Sisters) about 1819. She was one of those char- 
acters who convey to the mind the image of a soul of spot- 
less innocence. She celebrated her golden jubUee and 
lived for several years afterwards, retained to the last her 
full mental faculties and childlike simplicity.She was made 
Superioress of the foundation in Philadelphia. On the 
breaking up of the house there she was recalled to George- 
town. Then for twelve years at difTerent times she 
ser^'cd as Superioress of Georgetown Convent and gov- 
erned with a gentle firmness and a lovely spirit of fore- 
bea ranee; enduring the many trials incidental to authority 
with the utmost patience. 

''During the civil war her energy and wisdom shone 
forth es|)ecially. She was at that time most generous in 
trying to aid poor chaplains, and she showed a true zeal 
for souls in the ad\ice she gave to soldiers who applied to 
her for help. Her charity was remembered, as the nuns 
of Georgetown had reason to realize not long ago, during 
the encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, when 
one of the veterans called to see "Sister Angela,'* not know- 
ing she had been dead several years. The veteran gave 
as his reason for desiring to see her that the angelic Su- 
I»eriores8 had converted him. \Mienever worn out with 
marching and laden with dust, regiments halted in front 
of the Convent during the war, a liberal lunch was served 
to the wear}' soldiers, and objects of piety sent out to those 
who wanted them by Sister Angela.'' 



<2). A ''Story of Courflse," by Rose Ilawthorne and George Pai^ 
•ODB Lathroj^ 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

NON-CATHOLIC TRIBUTB. 



■r\l ol Msry A- Livtrmort upon the wotk of Mother AnccU at MoviiC 
f. "TTie worlJ has known oa n-^bler anJ more heroic vonea Uuw 
M found in the ranks ol the Catholic Ststeihoods." A famous scoot 
rs tii>: impressions ol the Sisters. Susan D. MesslnEer tells of tb» 
it ol the Sisters at Nci* Bcrr.e, N. C 



;o ti'ibutt's tliiii Liive Imi>ii paid to the work of the 
ili<.' Si»^l4Th(K>i]s •luring tbe war have been more oor- 
r I1IOIV t'litiOiatk- iliiio tbose coming from non-Catli- 
olic noiirccs. It is n signtflcant 
fact tbat tlioBe most prejudiced 
agniost the Sisten hare been 
l>crsoDs nho knew the least 
about them, while the narmeat 
friends of the dnrk-robcd me*- 
scii;;(.T8 of charity and peace 
have bii-u persons who came in 
lb ibt-iii au>l tboir li)1»ors for humanitr. 
A. I.ivcriiuuf. wbost' i>erRoual nervicca daring 
iir wilt' liv no niiMDt) inviuixidcmbk', is oue noD-Cath- 
titir win. il.n-s u.it hesitate to give the Catholic Ka- 
il cn-dit for wiiat nhe did. Mies Livrrraorc says the 
i (^ty Ilosjrital, iu charge of the Sisters of the Holy 
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Cro88y was considered the best military hospital in the 
United States. 8he writes: (1). 

''There was one general hospital in Cairo, called bj 
the people 'the Briclc Hospital.' Here the Sisters of the 
Holy Cross were emi^oyed as nurses, one or more to each 
ward. Here were order, cleanliness and good nursing. The 
food was cooked in a kitchen outside of the hospitaL Sur- 
geons were detailed to ever^* ward and visited their pa- 
tients t^lce a day, and oftener if necessary. Tlie apothe- 
caries' room was supplied with an ample store of medi- 
cines and surgical appliances, and the store-rooms poa 
sessed an abundance of clothing and delicacies for the 
sick.^ 

The work done at ^lound City is thus graphically set 
forth: ''Except in Mound City evei^-thlng was in a cluiotic 
condition compared with the complete arrangement after- 
wards. The hospital at Mound Cily occupied a block of 
brick stores, built before the war to accommodate the 
prospective commerce of the war. Tliey had not lM»en oc- 
cupied, and as the blockade of the Mississippi rendered it 
uncertain when they would be nee«led for their legitimate 
use, they were turned over to the medical dcjiartment for 
hospital use. At the time of my visit tlie Mound City hos- 
pital was considered tlie best militan' hospital in. the 
United States. This was due to the administrritive talent 
of Dr. E. S. Franklin, of Dubuque, la., who, despite poverty 
of means and material, tninsfonned the rough block of 
stores into a superb hos])ital, accommodating 1000 imtients. 
Fifteen hundred had been crowded in it by dint of close 
packing. 

"The most thorough system was maintninc*d in every 

(1). A woman** story oC iKe war. 



KON-CATHOUC TBIBUTES. 2tt 

|-Dt. There was an exact time and place for ereir- 
,' person was asKlgncd to a particular woriL 
I n-Kiiaosible for iti iterfonnance. If anyone 
J Hhirk, incompetent or inBubordtaate, he waa 
|d tUenvxt lioat. A Shaker-like deanllnesa and 
1 ot ntiuoHplierc pervaded the rarioua warda; the 
lid ii:IIow8 were of Immaculate whiteneu and the 
o were conralrscent were chcerfal and cod- 
ll'lif Sluteraof the Holy Cross were employed at 
lud liy their akill, qutetnefls, gentlcaew and ten- 
vrc itiviilunble la the sick warda. Every patient 
■rty trslimoDy to the skill a:id kiodnesi of the 

■her Ani;:ela was the Superior of the Sistera — a 
Uy of rare cullivatioD and esecntire ability with 

vv<'L'tnesB of niaiiuer. She was a member of the 
lily nod a cousin of Mr. and Mrs. General Sber- 
I'lif Sisters had nearly broken up their famous 
|t Sound Ik-nd to answer the demand tor nnrsea. 
.-(■r felt prejudiced against these Sisters aa 
Liy experience with Ibeui during the war would 
Li]):tied it entirely. The world has known no no- 
liiiure ln'roic women than those found in the ranks 
|ilUulic Sisterhoods." 

"Jack" Crawford, who became famous as a 
lllio Union anuy, in the course of a lecture dellr* 
ftr tlif war s|ieak8 of (he Sisters as follows; 

iill fiod'8 git-cD iind beautiful earth there are no 

) iioblt-r, uo more kiutlhcarted and self-Kicriflcing 

Iban those who wear the sombre ^'arb of Catholic 

1 Diirins the war I had many opportunities for ob- 

leir noble niid heroic work, not only in the camp 

till, l>Ht on tlie death-swept field of battle. IHght 
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LEE, JACKSON AND BEAUREGARD. 



XOX-CATEOUC 

hnqr, can jet lecaB tlie aooiUpf lOMfc of ft Sbtei^ 
IS he laj QiMm the pftla-tosKd covdi of a hoipttftll 

ever forget their i^npothetie-qrei^ their low, aoft> 
Iwordftof encouragcmeBt and cheerivlMi the lenlt 
^tmgsle hetween life and death jet hung In tiiehal- 

Oh! how often hare I foDowed the farm of that 

iter Valencia with mj sunken cjeo as At wmtA 

[rom mj cot to the cot of another safferer and ham 

from the most sacred depths of wkj fidnt|j4ieat* 

the fervent prajer: HSod hless her! God hfcss 

rriendffy I am not a GathoUe» hnt I stand rea47 
and all times to defend these noUe women, eien 

ly life, for I owe that life to them." 

Snsnn l\ Messinger, of Boxbntjr, 3fasa, writes 

lowing eloquent letter to the anthor: 
is with real pleasure I paj n^ tribute to that noUe 

»f Sisters of Mercy, who did such a Christian work 
and helpfulness for our suffering soldier boys in 
Tue, X. C. My brother, Captain (afterm'ards Cdond) 

iger, was on the staff of Major General John O. Fos> 
^htcenth Army Corps, stationed at Xew Beme^ N. G. 

the taking of New Berne my brother was made Pro- 

[arshal and giron quarters near the general at the 
of Mrs. Foster, my sister. Mrs. Mesdnger and I 
^nt for to stay a few weeks, although in no official 

[ty. No woman could be in the army without flnd- 
fhe could do to relicTe and comfort, and especial* 

mgh the home our little quarters became to all, from 

generals to privntea We could not go home. We 

until summer. I write all this personal matter to 

low I was thrown into the companionship of these 
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Catholic SiKtera. Although my brother and myself were 
UnitarlanB. we became close, congenial friends with these 
brave women, who had to seek constantly adnce and help 
from my brother on account of his position as Provost 
MarshaL 

''General Foster was a Catholic and brought to New 
Berne six Sisters from the Convent of Mercy, in New York, 
to take charge of a hospital in New Berne for special cases. 
He took for their convent a house which had been Gleneral 
Burnsides' headquartei's, and which also, during the war 
of the Revolution, had been occupied by Washington, his 
room and writing table sacredly preserved. This house 
communicated by a plank wsilk with another house, or 
houses, utfed as hospitals, and only over that plank walk did 
those devoted women ever take any exercise or recreation. 
They literally gave themselves as nurses to the poor, 
wounded, maimed and sick soldiers brouglit to them daiy 
after day. And most beautifully did they fulfill the 
charge. Many a soldier will never forget their tender, un- 
selfish care and devotion. I was witness myself to much 
of it, UA I was privileged to go from ward to ward. Many a 
dying man blessed them as angels of mercy, almost looking 
.upon them as sent from the other w^orld. 

'*One dear young fellow, who was almost reverenced 
t>y <loctors and nurses for his patience and fortitude (young 
George Brooks^ brother to the late Bishop Philipps Brooks), 
looked up into the sweet face of Mother Augustine, as she 
bent over to minister or to soothe the dear boy, w*ith: 
'Mother, thank you. Mother,' and with such an ineffable 
smile of peace. We could never tell if in his delirium he 
thought it was his own mother, but the peace on the boy*s 
(ace showed what his nurse had been to him. His sickness 
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L and then Grant, looking at his visitor with a plea»- 

[mile, said: 

1 am glad to have you with us, very glad." 

lere was a pause for a second, and then he added: 

f'lf there is anything at all I can do for you I will be 

to do it I thoroughly appreciate the value of your 

Ices, and I will give orders to see that you do not want 

ny thing." 

After a few more minutes of general conversation, in 
|h Dr. Brinton and Father Lambert joined. Mother 
fla and the Sisters started for their mission at Mound 
In later years General Grant frequently expressed 
mnd admiration for ^lother ^Vngela, not only as a 
^, but as a woman of unusual ability. 
|The party had quite an experience in reaching their 
[nation. The wagon which had been detailed as their 
[eyance broke down when they were half way thither, 
there was some difliculty in ixitchiug it up sufficiently 
pish the jouruey. But it was done, and the Sisters 
itually reathtHl Mound Cit}*, and began their work of 
y iu the hospital located there. Sister Ferdinand 
a fellow laborer with Mother Angela at this time, 
ler Ij;unbert, the chaplain, attended the Post Hosintal 
found City and said Mass at 4 oVlock in the morning 
[he benefit of Mother Angela and her Sisters. 
There was one incident that was kept quiet and which 
|not become generally known until after the war. 
ill-lM)x was raging at the time, and one of the brave Sis- 
was stricken down. She was hastily stowed away in 
|rret of the hospital building and a sixecial guard placed 
her. She recoveixnl, and after that devoted herself 
rsing others with even more zeal than she had shown 
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before she was stricken down. Ordinarily small-pox eases 
were sent to the pest house, but in this instance the tender- 
ness of the Sisters would not permit them to part with 
their afl9icted colleague. It was against the rules, to be 
sure, but who can blame the Sisters for this merciful 
bi'each of discipline? It is only proper to state that the 
case was so isolated that not one of the twelve hundred 
patients was affected even in the remotest degree. One 
who was in the hospital at this time says that he is not cer- 
tain but that the Surgeon General knew of the hidden 
case. The Veiy Rev. Father Corby, now Superior General 
of the Congregation of the Holy Cross at Notre Dame, was 
probably the most conspicuous chajilain during the war. 
He belonged to the same order with Mother Angelsi. 

There were between 1200 and 1400 |)sitients in the hos- 
pital, and all received the kindest care suid attention. 
]iIother Angela sen-ed through all the war, winning ex- 
traordinary distinction for tact, diplomacy and faithful- 
ness. 

The official communication written by Commander 
Davis after a battle on White River, June 17, 1862, in- 
dicates tliat Mother Angela was not unknown to the 
authorities. 

Hon. Gideon Wells, Secretary of the Navy. 

U. S. Flag Steamer Henton, Memphis, June 20, 1S62. 

Sir: — The number of men on board the hospital Inrnt 
Red Rover is forty-one. The account given me yester^ 
daj* was incorrect. I shall still wait for further 
knowledge before prof^enting a flnal rei>ort of the cas- 
ualties attending the capture of the St. Charles forts. 
The Department will be gratified to learn that the par 
tients are, most of them, doing well. • • • Sister 
Angela, the Superior of the Sisters of the Holy Cross 
(some of whom are performing their offices of mercy at 



A LEBBOX IS OLUnTV. 



|nd wiir has laoqy rlctlB 

|in workers stood theT 

lioble notncn were ba4r d«j uid Bl^t, menr mcb- 

Lnow fstigtif, and oTCreondBg enfj obitute tba^ 

|aoj discournging tonoM, obsUaLted tte my oC 4o- 

k] — ot>slacleH which woaM han coapletclj dl»- 

lied tt-sa resolute womcB, or those aet tiabwd la the 

ht piitlence, fdlth, hope «ad chaiftj, aad where the 

■imd k-ssoD IcBrned Is Mlf-4e^aL Of Booey there 

Itlc, nnd rood, fud and medldne vere Msree and 

|et llu-y nwLT taltered, giAng oa la the face of aH 

, (liroui;b porertj, war aad anfrieodljr aqter- 

r I tiniin;; tf«idc^crer complaialaKnever deqalr- 

It one will t'V^r kuow the ■utaUme coarage of theae 

l^isU-ni diii'iii;: the dai^ days of the RebdDlon. Onlj 

I hour when tlic Judge of all raaaklnd ahaU aonunoa 

pliiu Die living and the dead will thcj- recrire their 

iird, Ilic vniwn n-oiintting, and the benpdlctlon: 

np, good and foilhrul Berrant.* 

[ wild just a week prcrions to the Red Rlrer eaai- 

Iwliou all Ka% huTTj and actlvitj throughout the 

|iii4'iit ft the Ouir, that GeaeRil SL, a atern, fraariUe 

■IT <>r tlie n-gular army, sat at Us deak In hla ofllce 

1 sirivt, curtly gl\-ing orders to subordinates^ dls- 

%g mc^songvn hither and thither to creiy part of 

where troo[« were stationed, and stiffly recrirlng 

I his conim.ind as had important hnsinees to trana- 



I Ihe midst of this unusual hnrty and preparattoB 

■r noiselesFlj- opened, nnd a hamtale Bister of Charl^ 

the room. A handsome young lieutenant of the 

tantly arose and deferentially handed her a ohalr. 
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her illustrious uamesalce. She is thus referred to in a 
recent work: (2). 

^Sister Angela became a member of the Community 
(Visitation Sisters) about 1819. She was one of those char- 
acters who couTey to the mind the image of a soul of spot- 
less innocence. She celebrated her golden jubilee and 
liTcd for several years afterwards, retained to the last her 
full mental faculties and childlike simplicity.She was made 
Superioress of the foundation in Philadelphia. On the 
breaking up of the house there she was recalled to Ocoi^ge- 
town. Then for twelve years at different times she 
8er\*ed as Superioress of Georgetown Convent and gov- 
erned with a gentle firmness and a lovely spirit of fore- 
bearnnce; enduring the many trials incidental to authority 
with the utmost patience. 

'^During the civil war her energy and wisdom shone 
forth especially. She was at that time most generous in 
trying to aid jioor chaplains, and she showed a true seal 
for souls in the advice she gave to soldiers who applied to 
her for help. Her charity was remembered, as the nuns 
of Georgetown had reason to realize not long ago, during 
the encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, when 
one of the veterans called to see "Sister Angela,** not know- 
ing she had been dead several years. The veteran gave 
as his reason for desiring to see her that the angelic Su- 
I»erioresa had (*onverted him. \Mienever worn out with 
marching and laden with dust, regiments halted in front 
of the Convent during the war, a liberal lunch was served 
to the weary soldiers, and objects of piety sent out to those 
who wanted them by Sister Angela.** 



(2). A ''Story of Courflse/* by Roie IlawUionie and George Pai^ 
•ODB Lathrop. 
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A LESSON IX CHARITY. 

; bands that bad toucbed tenderly, lovingly, so 
Ideatbduujp foreheads; that bad soothed so mnch 
kes that had met prayerfully so many dying glanees; 
^it had cheered to tlie mysterious land so many part- 

ilfS and she was only a Sister of Charity — only one 
It innumemble band wluise good deeds shall live 
Ibem. 

Vq have a household of sick and wounded whom we 
^are for in some way, and I came to ask of yon the 
i% wliich I humbly lK»sei»ch you will not deny us, of 

ing ice and bci*f at commissar)' prices.* 
le gentle, earnest pleading fell on deaf ears. 

.Vlways something,' snarled the (SeneraL 'Last 
|t was flour and ice; to-day it is ice and beef; to-mor> 

will be coffee and ice, I Hup]K)se, and all for a lot 

'ally rebels, who ought to be shot, instead of being 

back to life and treason.' 
fGeneniir — the Sister was majestic now — ^*Rebel or 

il, I do not know; Protestant or Catholic, I do not 

'hey are not soldit-rs when they come to us; they are 
suffering fellow-creatures. Rich or poor, of gentle 
[ly blood, it is not our province to inquire. Ununi- 

I, unarmed, sick and helpless, we ask not on which 
\\ey fought. Our work begins after yours is done. 

the carnage, oura the binding up of wounds. Yours 
little, ours the duty of caring for the mangled left 
on the Held. Ice I want for the sick, the wounded, 

ing. I |)lead for all, I beg fur all, I pray for all God's 
luffering creatures, wherever I may find them.' 

Yes, you can beg, I'll admit. What do you do with 

r b<»gging8? It is always more, more! never enough!* 
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''With ibis, the General resumed his writingy thereby 
giving the Sister to understand that she was dismissed. 
For a moment her eyes fell, her lips trembled — it was a 
cruel taunt Then the tremulous hands slowly lifted and 
folded tightly across her breast, as if to still some sudden 
heartache the unkind words called up. Very low, and 
sweet, and earnest was her reply: 

^ ^liat do w*e do with out beggings? Oh, that is a 
hard question to ask of one whose way of life leads erer 
among the poor, the sorrowing, the unfortunate, the most 
wretched of mankind. Not on me is it wasted. I stand 
here in my earthly all. Whnt do we do with it? Ah! some 
day you may know.' 

''She turned away and left him, sad of face, heavy of 
heart, and her dark eyes misty with unshed tears. 

•"Stay.** 

'*The General's request was like a command. lie could 
be stem; nay, almost rude, but he knew truth and worth 
when he saw it, and could be just The Sister paused on 
the threshhold, and for a minute nothing was heard but 
the rapid scratcliing of the General^s pen. 

" *There, madam, is your order on the Commissary for 
ice and beef at army terms, good for three months. I do 
it for the sake of the Union Soldiers who are, or may be, in 
you care. Don't come bothering me again. Good-raoming!* 

'*In less than three weeks from that day the slaughter 
of the Red River camjiaign liad been perfected, and there 
neared the city of New Orlesins a steamer flying the omin- 
ous yellow flag, which even the rebel 8hari)shooters respect- 
ed and allowed to pass down the river unmolested. Anoth- 
er, and still another, followed closely in her wake, and all 
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jcki were covered with the wounded and dying 

bloody bandages and, in many instances, undressed 

Is gave woeful evidence of the lack of surgeons, as 

|s the completeness of the rout. Among the desperate- 
inded was General S. He was borne from the steam- 

[he waiting ambulance, writhing in anguish from the 
»f his bleeding and shell-torn limb, and when they 
him where he wished to be taken he feebly moaned: 

I 'Anywhere, it matters not. Where I can die in 



K^o they took him to the Hotel Dieu, a noble and 
iful institution, in charge of the Sisters of Charity. 
mb was amputated and then he was nursed for weeks 
|gb the agony of the surgical operation, the fever, the 
lelirium; and for many weary days no one could tell 
ler life or death would be the victor. But who was 
liet, faithful nurse, ever at his bedside, ever minister- 
bis wants, ever watchful of bis smallest needs? WTiy 
lone of the Sisters.' 

At last life triumphed, reason returned, and with it 
of the old, abrupt manner. The GenenU awoke to 
[iousiiess to see a face not altogether unknown bend- 
ver him,and to feel a pair of small,deft hands skillfully 
igiug a bandage, wet in ice-cold water, around his 
)biDg temples, where the mad imin and aching had 
long a time held sway. He was better now, though 
[•(»ry weak ; but his mind was clear, and he could think 
ly and connectedly of all that had taken place since 
atal battle — a battle which had so nearly cost him his 
id left him at best but a maimed and mutilated rem- 
of his former self. 
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'^Yet he was thankful it was no worse — that he had 
not been killed outright In like degree he was grateful 
to those who nursed him so tenderly and tirelessly, espe- 
cially the gray-robed woman, who had become almost an- 
gelic in his eyes; and it was like him to express his grati- 
tude in his own peculiar way, without preface or circum- 
locution. Looking intently at the Sister, as if to get her 
features well fixed in his memor}*, he said: 

" 'Did you get the ice and beef? 

''The Sister started. The question was so direct and 
unexpected. Surely her patient must be getting — really 
himself! 

'^ 'Yes,' she replied simply, but with a kind glance of 
the soft, sad eyes, that spoke eloquently her thanks. 

** 'And you name is ^ 

" 'Sister Francis.' 

' 'Well, then. Sister Francis, I am glad j'ou got the 
things — glad I gave you the order. I think I know now 
what you do with your beggings. I comprehend something 
of your work, your charity, your religion, and I hope to be 
the better for the knowledge. I owe }*ou a debt I can 
never reiiay, but you will endeavor to believe that I am 
deeply grateful for all your great goodness and ceaseless 
care.* 

"'Nay; you owe me nothing; but to Uim, whose 
cross I bear and in whose lordly footstei» I try to 
follow, you owe a debt of gratitude unbounded. To His in- 
finite mercy I commend you. It matters not for the body; 
it is that divine mystei^}', the soul, I would save. My work 
here is done. I leave you to the care of others. Adieu.' 

'*The door softly oiR'ued and closed, and he saw Sister 
Francis no more. 
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APPENDIX. S4S 

|>u Imd not tbc courage to ast for. Voa liad hanQf 

1 jour dimmed eye*, lipnTj v.-lth pnla and (erer, 

1 npre aTi-arc of a ifacc beading over yoo, keen, In- 

Ind lin^bl, tLoii(;h slightly poxmnrked; but so reao- 

ni, smiling and kindly thatjou Instantly foi^t your 

gg, forgot tlic I'l-iiswiuns wUh tbfir bombs borstlnf 

j-o'.i, forgot even the conflagration that was draw- 

lircr aiid nearer and tbrentcned soon to swallow np 

1 nliirli our anibiilanccs had taken shelter. 

■r St. Claire, you are now with your God, the 

viflini of your lu-art iiud your faith, but I bare 

wisliiil xince lliat yon were oitii' luore among ns, 

u llif tliiink:! mid prayiTM of ttudi of us an are 

»nd nevpr to forgot you. l!ut yu did not hear 

Iho tfulh |i:irt of the bU'sslngs of those that died 

■uiir iiiimt- on tlicir lijm jih they sank to thuir eternal 

Irnnqiiilly. resigncilly, IioiK-fiilly, Ihanks to your 

nitinnsl 

« llie <■ veiling of August IR, 1870, the day of our 

■st lialllc — ilravt'liitti". For liounj itud hours the 

ltd liiiii btt-ii oarricd jiemsti-atly and in great num- 

I llie rwir. In a large baru near ReroiHTlle those of 

■I'll laid whose iutensv suffiTtDgs would not permit 

In- removed furtlier. Thrown hurriedly down 

vcr nx'tii could be found, the fii-st aiuis you kiw ex- 

ivards you, were those of lli:it little dark-faced 

Iti. her lij-s siiitling. but her eyen glistening with tears. 

nlKoiily friiin the lithl of bitttle, from the very 

luf tin- light; a few yards ttiily from the iuuddj-,bl(K>d- 

■dimd when- you had just sunk, fully exjiecting 

' u«n tniuipled to death like so many others, what 

ily comfort it was to uuet such turning charity!. 
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How it at once relieved jour physical sufferingg, soothed 
off your mortification and drove away your deadienins 
despair! 

''Poor Sister St. Claire! All that eveniug and all that 
long night to get water for the fifty agonized voices calling 
for it every moment you had to cross a yard hissing with 
bulletin but every five minutes out you went with your two 

buckets and back you soon came as serene and undis- 
turbed as if God Himself had made you invulnerable. 
And so the long night wore away. 

**nut next morning our army, after a fifteen hours' 
valiant struggle and after resting all night on the battle- 
fieldy had to fall Inick towards Meta^ and the barn had to 
be immediately vacated. There was no time for using the 
regular ambulances, for the Prussians, though they could 
not take any of our i)Obilions the previous evening, being 
heavily reinforced were now steadily advancing. The 
w*ounded, picked up hastily and carried out without cere 
niony, were piled on trucks, tumbrils and every available 
vehicle, 

'^Oh, the cries! the pains! the sufferings! Still, dear 
Sister St. Claire, though for forty -eight hours you hadn't 
had a second for your own rest, you contrived to pass con- 
tinually from one end of that wretched column to the 
other, with a little water for this one, a good woi*d for that, 
ja smile or friendly nod for a third, your little arms lifting 
out of danger a head that leaned over too far, or sliiftiug 
into a more comfortable iiosition the poor fellow whose 
leg had been cut off during the night and who would 
probably be dead in an hour or two. Then you found a 
seat for yourself on the last wagon. 

''Alas! you were not there half an hour when the bul- 
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I you— struck }-oD u 5«a were itiivliiK to teep a 
tided. iK'Iplcn man from rolHnf oat. X wiaa^nn 
I suddcnlr cot tu off from tbe anqy and made us 



l-Ristorl Itvaabjtheliandaof ooreBCmlealliat 
I wan dug where jon are now Iflag la tlie midst 
1)11 wlinni it)D exponded the treasam of yoar 
Bui. Of UK thnt BDrvtre jou there li prebablT act 
lh<)ui«:ind tlint nill erer know the name of that 
li-r of llii- Trinlt.T— In rcllidoo Sinter St. Claire— 
lit visiiiQ of elinrlty flashing cotitinually before oa 
If loiic ridt- of agony In the barn uvar RczonTille. 
Ir holy limbs arc now resting In an nnlmown eor> 
Birraine— no longer your dear France — bat yoor 
Bi-iiioi-y will live forever In the gniteful hearts «f 
I hare died forf 



I LORD XAl'iKKS TESTIMONY. 

I Xnjiier, who held a dtplouiHtic position under 
lilfiii'd di- Rt*dclIIT<', in CoiiKtnnltnopIo, during the 
IWiir, givi-B tbe following ti-stlniony tu the n-orth 
Ktei'8 of Mercjr: 

B-iii}; till- disLrcKn of the Crimean war tbe Ambas* 
llt'd iiic in une morning and said: *Go down to 
I yon will liiid II xliip there lo:ided nitb Jewish ex- 
Liiui Kntiji'Hti from the Crimea. It U your dnty to 
\ lliem. The Turks will give yon a house in 
y may be plnce«1. 1 turn them over entirely to 
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jou/ I went down to the shore and received about 200 
persons, the most miserable objects that could be wit* 
nessedy most of them old men, women and children, sunk 
in the lowest depths of indigence and despair. I placed 
them in the cold, ruinous lodging allocated to them by 
the Ottoman authorities. I went back to the Ambassa- 
dor and said : 'Your Excellency, those people are cold and 
I have no fuel or blankets; they are hungry, and I have 
no food; they are very dirty, and I have no soap; their 
hair is in an undesirable condition and I have no comlMk 
Wliat am I to do with these people?* 'Do?' said the Am- 
ba8s;idor; 'get a couple of Sisters of Mei-cy ; they will put 
all to rights in a moment.' I went, saw the Mother Su- 
perior and explained the ca^e. I asked for two Sisters. 
They wore at once sent. They were Indies of refinement 
and intellect. I was a stranger and a Protestant, and I in- 
voked their aFsistance for the benefit of Jews. Yc»t these 
ti\*o women made up their bundles and followed me 
through the niin without a look, a whisper or a sign of hes- 
itation. From that moment my fugitives were saved. No 
one saw the labors of those Sisters for mouths but myself, 
and they never endeavored to make a single convert.** 

In his speechw in after times Lord Napier reiwated- 
ly referivd to the singular zeal and devotedness constantly 
shown by the Sisters to the sick of every denomination. On 
one occasion, !n Kdinbui*gh, he remarked that the Sisters 
faithfully kept their promise not to interfere with the re- 
ligion of non-Catholics, but, continued his Lordshi])^ ''they 
made at least one convert; they converted me, if not to be- 
lieve in the Catholic faith, at least to believe in the Sis- 
ters of Mercy.** 

The few months spent at Balaklava by the devoted 
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St Patrick's, Gort, County Oalway. 

—•I received your letter of ilie lotli, intimating to 
it Iler Most Gracious Majesty the Queen is pleased 
[ow ou me the Order of the Royal Cro«s in recogni- 

the ser\'ices of my Bisters in religion and my own 
|u^ for the wounded soldiers at the Crimea during 

r. My words cannot express m^* gratitude for the 
lionor which Tier ^fajesty is pleased to confer on 
[he favor is, if possible, enhanced by the permission 

•ive this public mark of favor at Her Majesty's 
hnds. Tlie weijrht of 8ev<»!ity-six years and the infirm- 
f a;;e will, I trust, dispense me from the journey 
pjilace. I will, therefore, with sentiments of deepest 
jide ask to be pennitted to receive this mark of my 
►i^jn's favor in the Iwss public and formal manner 

ive kindly indicated. I am, sir, faithfully yours in 

l^'**^**' SISTER M. AL0YSIU8. 

L'bruary 17, 1S07. 



IV. 



VETERANS OF TUE CRIMEAN WAR. 

August, 1S07, at the close of the ceremonies inci- 
|o the celebration of her Diamond Jubilee, the Queen 
i»at Britain conferred the decoration of the Royal 
'ross ui)on Amiy Nui-sing Sistei's Mary Helen Ellis, 
Istanilaus Jones, Mary Anastasia Kelly and Mary de 
lal Iluddt)n, in reco;ni5lion of their services in tend- 
|ie silk Jiiid wounded at the seat of war during the 
»au cainpaij^n of lSj4i>ri. Their services were very 
appreciated by Miss Nightingale, who, indeed, has 
ince shown her interest in them in many ways. 
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reel her orderly. "Perhaps, JameSy'' she said, "jou do not 
wish me to speak to you a little severely." He at once in- 
termpted her: **Troth, Sister, I glory in your speaking tc 
me. Sure, the day I came to Balaklava I cried with you 
when I saw your face.'' One who had taken a glass too 
much was so mortified at being seen by the Rev. Mother — 
whom the soldiers call their couimander-in-chief — that he 
sobbed like a child. Another in the same predicament hid 
himself that be might not be ^en by the Sister. He had 
never hidden from the enemy; a medal with three clasps 
bore eloquent testimony to his bravery. "I don't like to 
say anything harsh,'' ^^^ the Sister. "Speak, ma'am,'' in- 
terrupted the delinquent; "the words out of your blessed 
mouth are like jewels falling over me." 

One of the Sisters writes: "We have not a cross here 
with anyone. The medical officers all work beautifully 
with us. They quite rely on our obedience. Sir John ITall, 
the head medical officer of the army, is quite loud in his 
promise of the nuns. The hospital and its hunts are snit- 
tered over a hilLThe resjiect of all for the Sisters is daily in- 
creasing. Don't be shocked to hear tliat I am so accus- 
tomed to the soldiers now and so sure of their respect and 
affection that I don't mind them more than the school chil- 
dren." The soldiers in the camp envied the good fortune 
of stratagem to have a few woi*ds with the nuns. "Please, 
sir," they would say to the chaplain, "do send a couple of 
us on an errand to the hospital to get a sight of the nuns." 

As the time for the nuns' dejiarture approached the 
cordial manifestations of respect and kindly fi'eling were 
only the more multiplied. "The grateful affection of the 
soldiers (a Sister writes) is most touching, often ludicrous. 
They swarm around us like flocks of chickens. A black* 
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|ou hnd not the courage to ask for. Yoa had hardlj 
jour dimmod cjcfl, heavy with pain and fever, 
ou wore aware of a face bending over you, keen, in- 
lud br!;:ht» though riiglitly poxmarked; but 80 reso- 
|ilm^ Buiiliug and kindly that you instantly forgot your 
ings, forgot the rrusslans with their bombs bursting 
youy forgot even the conflagration tliat was draw* 
•nrcT and nearer and threatened soon to swallow up 
irn in which our sunbulances had taken shelter. 
|Si8ter St. Clai'^e, you are now with your God, the 
ary victim of your heart and your faith, but I have 
wihlictl since that you were <»nce more among us, 
|iug to tW thanks and prayers of such of us as are 
[live and never to forget you. l^ut y*'u did not hear 
lie tenth part of the blessings of those that died 
our name on tlieir lips as they sank to their eternal 
ItnuKpiilly, resignedly, hojK*fully, thanks to your 
ministrations! 

It was the evening of August IG, 1870. the day of our 
nest battU* — Oravelotte. For hours and hours the 
lied had been carritnl ijersistently and in great num- 
lo the rear. In a large barn near Rezon\'ille those of 
111 lK*en laid w hose intense sufferings would not permit 
to be removed further. Thrown hurriedly down 
►ver room could be found, the fii-st arms you saw ex- 
ii:: towards vou, were those of that little dark-faced 
n, her lips smiling, but her eyes glistening with tears, 
vardsunlv from the field of b;ittle, from the very 
of the li;:ht; a few yards only from the muddy ,blcK>d- 
iiijr jr^onnd where you had just sunk, fully ex|)ecting 
H)ou tramphni to death like so many others, what 
Illy comft>rt it was to uieet such burning charity! 
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How it at once relieved your physical suflferings, sootbed 
off 3'our mortification and drove away your deadening 
despair! 

''Poor Sister St. Claire! All that evening and all that 
long night to get water for the fifty agonized voices calling 
for it every moment you had to cross a yard hissing with 
bullets^ but every five minutes out you went with your two 

buckets and back you soon came as serene and undis- 
turbed aB if God Himself had made you invulnerable. 
And so the long night wore away. 

**l{ut next morning our army, after a fifteen hours' 
valiant struggle and after resting all night on the battle- 
field, had to fall back towards Metz, and the barn had to 
be immediately vacated. There w*as no time for using the 
regular ambulances, for the Prussians, though they could 
not take any of our positions the previous evening, being 
heavily reinforced were now steadily advancing. The 
wounded, picked up hastily and carried out without cere 
jiiony, were piled on trucks, tumbrils and every available 
vehicle. 

'*0h, the cries! the pains! the sufferings! Still, dear 
Sister St Claire, though for forty-eight hours you hadn't 
had a second for your own rest, you contrived to pass con- 
tinually from one end of that wretched column to the 
•other, with a little water for this one, a good woi-d for that, 
^ smile or friendly nod for a third, your little arms lifting 
out of danger a head that Icaucnl ovi*r too far, or sliifting 
into a more comfortable iiosition the ;)oor fellow whose 
leg had been cut off during the night and who would 
proliably be dead in an hour or two. Then you found a 
seat for yourself on the last wagon. 

''Alas! you were not there half an hour when the bul- 
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ing at tbc door watching closely every j'oung seminarian 
who entered. Fearing he might be discovered, the young 
man quickened his pace, and repaired immediately to the 
venerable R. Bartholomew Gazzano^ then Superior of the 
LazaristSy v;ho received him. 

In the following June he left Genoa and repaired to 
Turin, w*here he w*as ordained priest on the 9th of July by 
the Most Rev. Aloygius Fransoni, Archbishop of that 8ce. 
To mitigate in some measure the pain which his good fath- 
er experienced on account of this separation, Father Bur- 
lando wrote him a pressing invitation to honor and gratify 
him by being present at his first Mass, on the 10th of July. 
Touched by his son's filial respect and affection, he at last 
relented and assisted with tearful devotion at the impres- 
sive ceremony. 

A few weeks after Father Burlando went to the 
Jlother House, in Paris, whence he set out for New Or- 
leans. Having landed safely on the American shore, be 
proceeded by steamboat to Missouri, and reached the Sem- 
inary of the Barrens towards the close of the same year. 
He filled many positions of trust and honor. The last and 
most important field of his aixistolic labors was the Com- 
munity of the Daughters of Charity, at the Central House 
of St. Joseph's, near Emmittsburg, Md^ whither he re- 
paired in the spring of 1S53, and where he it^mained for 
the space of twenty-three years. 

^'During all that time,'* says Father Oandolfo, his as- 
sistantf '1 had more occasion than anyone else of observ- 
ing his noble qualities of mind and heart. As a Superior 
he was always kind, discreet, obliging, generous, amiable 
and edifying in all that regarded the observance even of 
the least rule, beginning from rising at 4 oVlock in the 
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St Ffttrlek'% Gort, Gooiity Oalwsj. 

[r:— I received jour letter of Uie ISth, Intiiiuitliig to 

it Her Most G radons Majesty the Qoeeii is pkwKd 
[tow on me the Order of the Bojal Cross in reoognl- 
the services of my Btetera in religion and my own 

log for the wounded soldiers at the Crimen dnring 
II r. My words cannot express my gratitude for the 

honor which ITer 3fajesty is pleased to eonfer oa 
le favor Ik if possible, enhanced by the permission 
[eive this public niarlL of favor at Her Majesty^ 
lands. The weight of seventy-six years and the infirm- 
)t nge will, I trust, dispense me from the journey 

pcilace. I will, therefore^ with sentiments of deepest 
|ude ask to be permitted to receive this marlL of my 

'is;n*s favor in the less public and formal manner 
|ave kindly indicated. I am, sir, faithfully youn In 

^^^^f SISTER M. AL0Y8IU& 

'ebruaij' 17, 180T. 



IV. 



VETERANS OF TUB CRIMEAN WAR. 

[n August, 1897, at the close of the ceremonies Inci- 

to the celebnition of her Diamond JubHee, the Queen 

'at Britain conferred the decoration of the Royal 

!r4»K8 uiM>n Army Nui'sing Sisters Mary Helen Ellis, 

Stauilaus Jones, Mary Anastasia Kc41y and Maiy de 

|tal Iluddon, in recopiition of their services in tend- 

lie i^ii-k and wounded at the Beat of war during the 

»an camiKii[:n of 1Sj4-50, Their services were very 

appretriated by Miss Nightingale, who, indeed, has 

ince shown her interest in them in many ways. 
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I asfiociatcd. From her earliest years she wore a small < 

I cifix on her person, and was frequently heard to expi 

regret and astonishment that the custom was not m 

general among the members of her church. 

At the age of twenty Miss Bayley was married 
j William Seton, a prosperous and most estimable merehi 

] of New York city. It was a happy marriage, and I 

band and wife lived in mutual love and esteem. In 1 
j Mr. Seton became embarrassed through a reaction in I 

I inessy caused mainly by the consequences of the Rev< 

; tionary war. In this crisis Mrs. Seton was a hclp-mat< 

j every sense of the word. She not only cheered her 1 

I band by her encouraging counsel, but rendered him p 

tical aid in arranging his business affairs. 

4 

I i In the course of her married life Mrs. Seton bea 

I i the mother of five children, Anna Maria, William, Richi 

Catherine Josephine and Rebecca. She was a mc 

I mother, restraining, guiding and educating her offspi 

; with a mingling of tact, tenderness and edifying exam 

i ' She did not confine her goodness to her children, but ' 

I 

I • ever ready to assist the poor and suffering. One of 

I I biographers says she was so zealous in this respect ^t 

j i she and a relative who accompanied her were commc 

i called Protestant Sisters of Charitj-." 

The death of Mrs. Setons father in 1801 was a soi 
I . of great sorrow to this devoted woman. Years had < 

? scTved to cement the affectionate relations between fal 

I and daughter. During the hist three or four years of 

I ! life Dr. Bayley was Health Ofllcer at the Port of ] 

York. He was naturally of a philanthropic disposit 
and his official duties called him to a field that pniEiei 
an unbounded field for Christian charity. It was whil 

I 
t 



/ 



I hnd not the coarave to oA for. Toa had hudfr 

vdiir dlmm(4 eyea, ^evey xiith pain and tenx, 

lu were aware of a hun bending orer jo^ teen. In- 

Imd liright, tliongh ■llgfatjjr poxmariced; bat n Rao- 

llm, Kiiilllne and kindly that yoa InatanQy forgot joor 

I ii^s, targot the IVuMlana with their bcnnbo baratlnf 

II 3011, forgot cTcn the conflagration that was draw* 
liircr and nearer and threatened Moa to swallow np 
Irti ill n-hirh onr ninbulaneea had taken ■belter. 

^Utfr t^. Clairt*, yoD are now with fonr Ood, the- 

vii-tlni of ^onr ht-art and your faith, but I have 

Iwistit-d Hiace that you were vnw more among n, 

lug tu tlif thunks iind prayi-m of Much of at as arc 

llivp und never I0 foi^et yon. Bat y^'a did not bear 

ic tcutb part of the blfsslogs of those that died 

iiir luimt.' on tlicir Itim ao they Banic to thvlr eternal 

■nni|iiiUy, roHlgni-dly, lio}iefully, tlianka to yoar 

|iiiiisiraHonii! 

s the fvcntni; of AuijUKt 1(t, 1870. the day of onr 

li-st lialtlc — GrawWtte. For lioum and bonra the 

lk-<) li.id bi-*-n rarrli'd iwreistcntly and in great num- 

II tlip n'lir. In a large barn neiir Rezoniillc those ot 

ll Ih-i'ii kiid whose lutcnse suffvrtngd would not permit 

^to l)c removi'd further. Thrown hurriedly down 

1- rwm could be found, the fir»t urma you saw ex- 

(otviirds you, nx'rc lho80 of that little dark-faced 

|ti. lur Hi's Binilmg, but bi-r i-yen gllalening with tear*. 

;ii-.lii only fmra tli.> ttt-ld of battle, from the very 

lof tlio fljrlit; a few ynrdB only from tin- inuddy.blood- 

lu); Kionnd when' you bud jnot »imk, fully cxi>e<.-tlDg 

0011 imniplvd to doatli like «o niiuiy otber^ what 

ily i-o»)tort it was to mwt »uch burning charity!. 
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barty a man of singular talent and goodnesis who after- 
wards became the Protestant Episcoiml Bishop of New 
York. 

Writing of the possibility of such an estrangement in 
her diary at this time, Mrs. Seton says with evident feed- 
ing: '^f your dear friendship and esteem must be the 
price of my fidelity to what I believe to be the truth, I can- 
not doubt the mercy of God, who, by depriving me of ono of 
my remaining dearest ties on earth, will certainly draw 
me nearer to Ilim." She was not mistaken. When she re- 
turned home the coldness of many of her Protestant 
friends was a great trial to her wanu and still b1ei*ding 
heart. The storm of opposition added to her grief. 

The fact that Mrs. Seton was in doubt upon the ques- 
tion of religion made her a subject of attack for the friends 
of all denominations. Writing of this, she says: ''I had 
A most affectionate note from Mr. Uobart to-day, asking 
me how I could ever think of leaving the Church in which 
I was baptized. But, though whatever he says has the 
weight of my partiality for him, as well as the respect it 
seems to me I could scarcely have for anyone else, yet that 
question made me smile; for it is like saying that wherever 
a child is born and wherever its parents place it, there it 
will find the truth; and he does not hear the droll invita- 
tions made me every day since I am in my little new honu 
and old friends come to see me.^ 

''It has alreadj* happened that one of the most excel- 
lent women I ever knew, who is of the Church of Scotland, 
finding me unsettled about the great object of a true faith, 
said to me: ''Oh, do, dear soul, come and hear our J. Mason 
and I am sure you will join us.'- 

"A little after came one whom I loved, for the purest 



Innocent of mannen^ of the Society of Qnken 

[eh I have alwajs heen ottedwd)^ die coaxed nc^ 

artless penroaslon: 'Betaijy I UH Hbee, thee had 

withna.' And nqr faUhM oM friend of tte 

tiflt meeting, Mra. T ^ Myn^ with tenia In her 

^h! could fon he regenerated; conld jon know oar 

^nces and enjoy with na ovr heaTenJIy hanqoet* 

[y good old Mary, the Methodist, graana and cos* 

tes, as she calls It, over my bmI, so misled h ec a nse 

got no convictions. But, oh, my Fsther and My 

that will not do for me. Your word Is troth, and 

|t contradiction, whatever It Is. One faith, one hope^ 

^tism, I look for, whatever It Is, and I often tUnk ^y 

|j miserieis hide the light Yet I will ding and hoM 

God to the last gaq[i^ hegging for that light, and 

rhangc until I And It" 

Scton's doubts were flnal^ set at rest, and on 
"odnesday, 1805, she was received Into Catholicism 

it. Peters Church, Xew Yorit city. The embarrassed 
)t her busband*s finances at the time of his death 
'olved her, ami she opened a boarding house for some 

boys who attended a neighboring schooL Some 
[s later Mi^s Cecilia Seton, the youngest sister-in-law 

Scton, followed her into the Catholic Church. The 
nought of Mrs. Seton was now to devote her life to 

)T and to the Church. The opportunity came sooner 
[he antici]iated. The co-operation of the Church an- 
les, and financial resources being forthcoming, a litp 
immunity was formed in St Joseph^s Valley, Em* 
>urg. Vows were taken in accordance with the 

of the iustitute of the Sisters of Char> 

4 France, and in a few months tea 
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I SISTEBS OF CHABITT. 

m Mr. Baathqr** '«lr Thomu Uore** the foDnriMg 
It of lilt- Bcgainea of Bflglviii aod the CSeten of 
M- of Frtinee Is reprinted from the Loodoa Medical 

K.*, Vol. 1.) 

Ifen- tiiiinmera ago 1 paned through Flanden oa my 
I OvniiEiiif, aad at the hosi^tal at Itnigea saw some 
Itoj^iiinc-!). nnd heard the phydclan, with whom I was 
Itf, s|iffik Id fltroBj; terms of their scrrlcea. He 
l"TIitTe are no lorh naraci." I saw them io the 
IntlciKlIn; on the dck, nnd In the chapel of the hos- 
Bn llidr knees washing the floor. Hier ^<w o^ 
m n superior class of women, nnd the contrast was 
Ms iH-lHt-^n those inonial ofllccs and the lespeeta- 
Itf llieiri] reus and nppenmut.-c;but the Begninageof 
I is OIK' of lliclr priiiciiKil estnltllshmcuts, and, Bpend- 
Kiiiiiliiv llifrc, I wviit in Uk> eronlng lo rcspers. It 
Ivili^ht »licn I entered the chapcL It was dimlj 
■ bv tno or three tnll tnpers before the altar and a 
Indies al the remotest end of the bnildiug, In the or- 
li, hut the body of the chapel wns in deep ^oom, 
Iron) end to end with BCYcrnl hundreds of these nnns 

I ill iiiu s, In their dark dresses and white cowls, ri- 
nd motionless, excepting now and then one of them 

II iii>, uni), slrelehingout her nnns In the attitude of 
lueilixioD, stood in that posture many mlnotet, then 
Ind diKiijipean-d nniong the crowd. The gloom of the 

tlie loug line of these unearthly-looking figures, 
uiauy t-oriwes projiped up In their grave clothes — 
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the dead sQence of the building, once only interrupted by a 
few voices in the distant orchestra chanting Tesq)eniy was 
one of the most striking sights I ever beheld. To some 
readers^ the occasional attitude of the nuns may seem an 
absurd expression of fanaticism, but they are anything but 
fanatics^ Whoever is accustomed to the manners of Con* 
tinental nations knows that they employ a grimace in 
eveo'thing. I much doubt whether, apart from the inter> 
nal emotion of piety, the external expression of it is grace- 
ful in anyone, save only a little child in his night-shirt, on 
his knees, saying his evening prayer. 

The Beguinage, or residence of the Beguines at Ghent, 
is a little town of itself, adjoining the city, and inclosed 
from it The transition from the crowded streets of Ghent 
to the silence and solitude of the Beguinage is very strik* 
ing. The houses in whicli the Beguines reside are con- 
tiguous, each having its small garden, and on the door the 
name, not of the resident, but of the protecting saint of 
the house; these houses are ranged into streets. There is 
also the large cliurcli,which we visited^nd a burial ground, 
in which there are no monuments. There are upwards of 
six hundred of these nuns in the Beguinage of Ghent, and 
about six thousand in Bnibant and Flanders. They re- 
ceive sick persons into the Beguinage, and not only nurse, 
but support them, until they are recovered; they also go 
out to nurse the sick. They are bound by no vow excepting 
to be chaste and obedient while tliey remain in the order; 
they have the power of quitting it and returning again 
into the world whenever they please, but this, it is said, 
they seldom or never da They arc most of them women, 
unmarried, or widows past the middle of life. In 1244 a 
synod at Fritzlau decided that no Beguine should be 
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FARRAGUT IN THE RIGGING. 
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Ihiin 40 vt'aMof iige. Tliej- Renemlly dine togethw 

tft'i-toiT.- ; thfir iiimrtmenla are biirelj jet com- 

blitil. and, Ukenll t)ie hnbitsitions of Flanders, 

|il,T rienn. About tlifir ori;;in nnd name little ts 

r the Itf^iiines Ihcmsehx^ or !s to be found In 

l^or the following piirliculam I am clilcHy indebted 

hisloire dos Ordres MonaKtiques" (tome viii): 

■ ntlriliiitrd both their origin and name to 8t- 

ho livi-d in the wventli century; others to Lnm- 

;iie, who livfd about the end of the twelfth een- 

» lulter saint is Mid to have founded two Com- 

I of them at Liege, one for women, in 1173, the 

p men, in 1177, After Ills death they multiplied 

ere introduced by St, Ixiuis into Paris and other 

Ic'itioEi. The ]ilnn flniirinhed in Pranre, and was 

lunder other forma nnd namec. In 1443 Nicholai 

■haneellor to Philip the Good. Duke of Burgundy, 

la hospital at Heaune and brought six Reguines 

nines to attend upon it, and the hospital became so 

ftr the care of its patients that the opulent people 

leighborh(¥M], when ack, were often removed to 

ig ilfl altendnnre to what they reeeived at 

I- iKirt of the hospital there waa a large square 

Ordered with galleries leading to apartments puit- 

lueh patients: when they quitted the hospital the 

Is whit'h they left were added to its funds. 

|Soeurade la Charlie, of Fnince, are another order 

A nurses, but dilTerent from the Deguines in be> 

Id by monastic vows. They originated In a charity 

lperhn]iB tlto most u!>oful and extensive in Its intlo- 

erer was preached. Vineent de Paul, a celebrat- 

aary, preachins at ChalHIon, In 1617, rec4Mnm«id- 
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ed a poor sick family of the neighborhood to the care of hia 
congregation. At the conclusion of the sermon a number 
of persons visited the sick family with bread, wine, meat 
and other comforts. This led to the fonnation of a commit- 
tee of charitable women, under the direction of Vincent 
de Paul, who went about relieving the sick poor of the 
neighborhood, and met every month to give an account of 
their proceedings to their superior. Such was the origin 
of the celebrated order of the Soeurs de la Charite. 
Wherever this missionary went he attempted to form sim- 
ilar establishments. From the country they spread to cit- 
ies, and first to Paris, where, in 1G29, they were established 
in the parish of 8t Savious. 

And in 1G25 a female devotee, namc^ Lc Gras, joined 
the order of the Soeurs de la Charite. Slie was married 
young to M. Le Gras, one of whose family had founded a 
hospital at Puy, but, becoming a widow in 1G25, in the 
thirty-fourth year of her age, she made a vow of celibacy, 
and dedicated the rest of her life to the senice of the poor. 
In her Vincent de Paul found a great accession. Under the 
direction she took many journeys, visiting and inspecting 
the establishments which he had founded. Slie was com- 
monly accompanied by a few pious ladies. ^Liny women 
of quality enrolled themselves in the order, but the su- 
periors were assisted by inferior servants. The Hotel Dieu 
was the first hospital in Paris where they exercised their 
vocation. This they visited every day, supplying the pa- 
tients with comforts above what the hospital afforded, and 
administering, besides, religious consolation, lly degrees 
they spread into all the provinces of France, and at length 
the Queen of Poland requested Mademoiselle Le Gras, for 
though a widow that was her title, to send her a supply of 




■ de la Chitrllc, who were tliua established In Var- 
in 1G52. At longth, after a long life Ri>ent in U»e 
e of tburilj' aud religion, MadomoiM.'l]e Le Gras died 
e ISlh of March, ICCO, nearly sevenly jTars of age, 
»r a dav and a half her body lay e.^po»pd to th« gaze 
pkms. 

country clergyman, who fpcnt itcveral years In va- 
partB of France, gives an account of the present state 
order, H*Iii<ii, li^tillmr witb what I have gathered 
other Bourcei, U In substance oi foDovi: It eoDibta 
ncn of all mnki, many of tbem of the higher ordwc 
a year's aoiittote in the convent, th^ take a tow 
binds them to the order ftor the rest of tbrir llTea. 
have two objects, to attend the dck and to educate 
tor; they are spread all over France, are the superior 
B at the hospitals, and are to be found In every town, 
rtcn even in villages. Go into tlie Paris hoqdtali at 
t any Iiour of the day, and you will see one of these 
;tabIe-look{ng women, in her black gown and white 
IKtt-t^ing slowly from bed to bed, and stopping to 1n- 
of Fome poor wretch wliat little comfort he is fahcy* 
-ill alleviate his suffeiiugs. If a parochial core 
I as^stance In the care of his flock he applies to the 
of Les Boc-urs de la Chnrite. Two of them (for th^ 
ally go in couples), set out on their chailtaUe mla- 
wherever they travel iheir dress pro- 
them. '^ven more enlightened person* 
the common peasantry hall It na a 
' omen when on a journey with a Soeur de la Charite 
rns to tra\'el with them, and even instances are re- 
1 in which their presence has saved travelers from 
lacks of robbers." During the Rci'olotloa they were 
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rardy molested. Tbej were the only religious order per- 
mitted openly to wear their dress and pursue their vocar 
tion. Government gives a hundred francs a year to each 
Sister, besides her traveling expenses; and if the parish 
where they go cannot maintain them, they are supported 
out of the funds of the order. In old age they retire to 
their convents and spend the rest of their lives in educat- 
ing the novitiates. Thus, like the vestal virgins of old, 
the first part of their life is spent leaming their duties, 
the second in i>recticing them, and the last in teaching 
them. 



'•THE ANOELS OP HUEXA VISTA.'* 

(Written by John Gro«*nleaf Wbittier with reference to the work 
of Uie Sisten of Mercy at tbe battle of Buena Vista, durinc the 
Mexican war.) 

Speak and tell ua, oar Ximena, looking northward far away. 

O'er the camp of the inTa«2eni, o*er the Mexican army. 

Who ia loainc? Who ia winning? Are they far or come thi7 nei&r? 

Look ahead, and tell ut. Sister, whither rolla the atorm we hear. 

"Down the hillo of Aiicoi-tura atUl tbe storm of battle rolls; 
Blood ia flowing, men are dying; God have mercy on their aonlof* 
Who la losing? Who ia winning?— "over hill and otct plain, 
I see but amoke of cannon, clouding through the mountain rain.** 

Holy Mother! keep our brotbera! Look, Ximena, look once more. 
'*8tlll I aee the fearful wbiriwind mlliiig darkly aa before. 
Bearing on In strange coiifiM^ou, friend and foeman, foot and honie. 
Like aome wild and troub le«l torrent sweeping down ita mountain 
eonrse." 
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. Mmnal 't>kl «h tmak» hm laSii vrntgi 

|]dcD tilait nf ImsIcb! thm tW tiM» at IUmb «fca 
n burtea ikudw, wlih tW ouwM at thdr k«h 



c It thk-kcMl 
llhe bloibw can 



e In th« fsltow tkDM^ thm lionka At X wlfcw 



ia and Mforrr. loUinc tart aa« MgUM «•; 
I. »l>f3k amlldliw wlw baa lost a>d whs baa msl 
■kuow uui. friend and fw* t«*Hb(r M^ 
; nitb tM lirliit: imy aoj Hater* far thMB aM." 

^ thi; Biuoko is UfUns: Blward Matb«r aava nv teaW 

ii»l(il crawllDc alovlr wrt tioM bMV* «r data. 

|:scr. titiod ami Uccdlnr: bow tb«r tall and atriT* ta riaa; 

, boHtr ami aarr ihna, teat tiMr dte b*feva ««t araih 

luvc, O WF (lear oqp! lay tby poor head oa mf kaee; 
ibe lip* that kl«« tbceT Cana't tboa btar bmI 

|i)il. tiraT« anil eeutk! O mj Benal, look aM* »ea« 
rrum bcfci* tb««! Mncy! Ucnjt bU la •'•vr 

I. taj poor Ximnia; lay tby dear mm dowa t» mtj 
e«k1/ fiJilnl, lar tb* mom npoa hi* btaaat; 
I bo Bune b«%-aftn% and hi* fnoera] waiiw aald; 
<T Ix'vfaTvd oat, tbe livlns aak tbj aid. 

IliiT, faintlr. faiall}- inoanlnic, fair and TOvoc a aoldicr 



inJ pl(TC«<l witb 1anr«*, Meedins alow hia Ufa away; 
J liufiire bliii tbe lorn Xlrnvna kndt, 
Wtbmi caslp ablulnc on bU jdatol b«H. 
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With a ttifled crj of bo nor ttraigbt the turned away lier bead; 

With a aad and bitter feeling look*d she back upon her dead; 

But the beard the youth *s low moanlDS, and hW etmggilns breath of 

palB, 
And the raised the cooling water to bis parching lips again. 

Wbisper*d low the dying aoldicrt press'd her band and fklstly smiled. 
Was that pitying face his mother's? Did she watch besldotf her child Y 
All bis stronger words with meaning her woman*s heart auppUcd; 
With her kiss npon bis forehead, '^Mother!** murmnrM be and died. 

"^A bitter curve npon thein, poor boy, who led thee forth. 
From some gentle ead-eycd mother, weeping, lonely In the North f 
Spoke the mournful Mexio woman, as she laid him with her dead. 
And turn*d to soothe the living, and bind the wounds which bled. 

Look forth once more Xiir.ena! like a cloud before the wind 
Rolle the battle down the mountains lesTing blood and death behind. 
Oh! they plead in vain for mercy— in the duKt the wounded striTe; 
Hide your faces, holy angels! O thou Christ of God forgive! 

Sink, O night, among thy mountains! let the cool gray shadows fail; 
Dying brotJiers, fighting Oemouii, drui> thy curtain over aUI 
Through the thickening winter twilight, wide apart the battle rolled. 
In its sheath the sabre rented and the cannon** mouth grew cold. 

But the noble Mexic women still their holy ta«(k pursued. 
Through that long dark night of sorrow worn and faint and lacking 

food; 
Ofer weak and suffering brothers, with a tender rare they hung. 
And the dying foeman blf*Mi*d them in a nironge and Northern tongue. 

Not wholly lost, O Father, is this evil world of oura; 
Upward, through its bloo'i and ashes spring afresh the Kden fiowejm; 
From its «unoking hill of tattle love and pity send their prayer. 
And still Thy white-win g'd angels hover dimly In our air. 
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NB ELIZABETH McAULBT. 

Catherine Elizabeth McAalqrp the foandiCM o( 
T of Sisters of Merqr, ranks high amons the BOt»- 

len whose achievements liaTe enriched the hMoiy 
ratlMilic Church. The rifllslous InatltatloB flrst 

|b.v her in tlie cif jr of DuUin has spiced to sncli an 

[hat its branches now spread Into at least eveiy 
of the English-speaking globe. Tlie commnnlUee 
[stem of Mer^ in the United States have done ex> 
ork in many fields^ but thejr particolaily distlih 
thi'iiiKclves as nurses during the nnhaj^y conflict 
tlie North and the South. 

McAuley was born September 29» 1787, at 8tor> 
n, Dublin, Ireland. She was the daughter of 
ellknown and respectable parents. Her father 
^cially prominent by reason of his goodness to the 

|d the unfortunate. One of his regular practices 
lave all the iNM»r of the vicinity come to his house 
lays aud holidays for the purpose of instructing 
their ivligion. lloth father and mother died when 

Iject of this sketch was very young. 

wily after this unfortunate event Catherine was 
by Mr. and Mrs. William Callaluin, who belonged 

^lily that was distantly connected with the mother 
McAuley. Iler foster-ixirentSy although veiy 
pcHiplOy were bitterly prejudiced against the relig- 

jcticed by their adopted child. They were so op- 

anything Catholic that tbey would not permit a 

ir a pious picture in the house. Despite this^ Cath- 
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erine attended to her religioiis duties with great regularity 
and fidelity, and by her gentleness succeeded in disarm* 
ing any anger or annoyance that they might have other- 
wise felt regarding her course. 

She was a model of all the virtues^ and this fact did 
not escape the attention of her fosterparenta Dean Gaif- 
ney, writing of her at this period, says: "Everyone who 
had distress to be relieved, afiliction to be mitigated, trou- 
bles to be encountered, came to her, and to the best of her 
abilitj' she advised them what to do. Her zeal made her 
It missionary' in her district^ In these works of charity 
and usefulness ^he continued for several years, during 
which she was rendering herself dearer and dearer to her 
adopted parents. In the course of a few years both these 
estimable people died, but not before the gentle foster-child 
had led both of them into the Catholic Church. Catherine 
was left the sole heiress of )Ir. Callahan, and at once made 
arrangemenU for systematically distributing food and 
clothing to the poor. 

Miss McAuley was now in a position to realize her 
early vision of founding an institution in which sen'ants 
and other women of good character might, when out of 
work, find a temponir}* home and be shielded from the 
•dangers to which the unprotected members of the sex arv 
exposed. She unfolded her pl;uis to the Very Rev. Di. 
Armstrong and Veiy Rev. Dr. Blake, her spiritual ad- 
visers. 

'^It was deemed advisable,*' sa^*s Dean Murphy, writ- 
ing of this, ''not to take a house already built and occupied 
for other purposes, and which she would Inive some diffi- 
culty in adapting to her own designs, but to secure a plot 
of ground that had never been built upon, and to erect an 
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We honor a nd gloiT of Ood that Ind Bercr beem 
I (he v'Ki-n aiid foDjr ol the wori^ maA wiUk 
l]i(>1v ill ils«-iT«tioiiuliiltBDW,aBdbededl- 
I from its very foandatkn." The bnOdlBg was 
land ])iii iDto f^ienitloB wlthlB a reaaoaa M y 
■When fiDi»b«dftwaidlaeinmcdd«ttheai^ 
Laled u building which for all poipoaea eooU 
I convent 

Is regarded UB ■ fMtnamte mistake Inthcba* 
I9 McAuIey luid no thought of fonndioK a n- 
Itnte, but Id wtH-klns out the Meas that were 
I lieitrt xiie iuiperceptiblj- and almoat lUMOB- 
■led towiirdft Ittat end. Daniel OXSonnell, the 
lilx'rotor, nns n friend and patron of Mln Ue- 
■rt'4|uetiil,v visited her eataUMunrnt, which he 
I tlltiiiK :> Ion}; ft4t want In the Irlah ca^taL la 
Bt-ll iufHidi-d over a Cbrlatmat dinner glree hy 
li'j* lo tile \nH>e i-liildren of Dublin. 
■, at the Hii^oxtioD uf the An-hblsbop of the 
L foniied tile Order uf the Sislen of Mer^. 
Ikvii a "Koval, Militnry nnd lU'li|i^ous Order of 
w Mercv,'" dntiai; back to the twelfth century, 
Iv uriler, fouudi-d by u jtluua .voung woman, was 
Id iii>uu the old oue, except that it wa« intended 
l;u)d not for men. Miu SIcAuley frequently 
lliai she desired woa to found an order whoie 
liiild combine ibe silence, recollection and jhuj- 
lai-mt-lite with the active seal of a Stster of 
I t^eeiim to be ^'ooprally conceded that »he enc- 
lidiieviiii; her purpose. Three wordi, ''works 
rietly (ell I lie Mary of the chnmetcr of the lar 
Ixtera of Merr^-. SiItM 3lc.\nley did not finally 
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complete her laudable plan without haTing to overcome 
many obstacles, and to set aside some very bitter oppod* 
tion, part of which came, not only from her own relativei, 
but from bishops and priests as weiL 

A few years after the dedication of her institute Sliss 
McAuley and a few chosen companions decided Uiat the 
high purpose to which they had consecrated their lives 
could be carried out if ihcy would enter the religious 
state. They were admitted to one of the convents of the 
Presentation Order, and after a no\itiate lusting one 
year she and her companions received the religious 
habit 

Tn October, 1831, she profos8cd and was canonicnlly 
appointed by the Archbishop as S*jperior of the new order. 
The costume worn by the members of the order was de> 
vised by Mother Catherine, as she was tliereafter called. 
The Order grew rapidly in numbers and in prominence. 
The life of its flrst Mother and foundress was active and 
edifying. Iler labors were not confined to any particular 
work, but embraced everytliing that was in the interest 
and for the benefit of the poor and unfortunate. In 1832 
she won enduring laurels by assuming charge of the chol- 
era hospital in Dublin. 

She died on November 11, 1837, resigned and happy, 
and furnished an examjile of pious fortitude to the Sisters 
that crowded about her deathbed. The Order that she 
founded, as it exists to-day, is her best monument Begin- 
ning in Ireland in 1827 it was afterwards successfully in- 
troduced into England, Newfoundland, Australia, New 

Zealand, South America and the United States of Amer> 
ica. 



CLERICAL VETBBAira. 

Vfliiie. Indiana, mjajt the fflatlneHaB of a 

r Post composed of CtthoHc ilm|um , moat 

\ meuiben of Ibe facility «C Kotre Dame Hit 

; ori,'aaIutlon was otBdally CBtcnd oa 0» 

, ns Poit Nok 309, Departmoit of bdiaaa. 

|\'iI1ioiii E. Coti^, C 8b G, the commander o( 

was chaplain of the Irldi Brigade, and la 

icial, or head officer, of Ibe order of tbe Hofy 

[ Unitt-d Rtatea. Ur. Corby la alao the chi^ 

ln<li.itin Commondei^ of the Loyal Legion. X» 

\ \\e was nominated by General Jjew Wallace^ 

luilHTstiip of the new post win be very small, 

nnu^'li to hare a few famons flcbtera and great 

n'lth the exception of CdUmei William 

Ihc (laly la,r member, the pout la composed al- 

nu-tiiltcrs of the rangrefratiou of the Holy Cross. 

Wg ('oiii|ilcte the roster: 

|ev. Willtnm Corby, C. S. C^ chiiplaln Eighty- 
Vork VouDteers, Irish Urigade. 

1'. Coonoy, C. S. C, chaplain Thirty-fifth 



iMcI.niii (Brother Leandcr), C SL C, B Com* 
^-foui'lh United States Infanti7. 
I A. Olmsted, C 8. C, captain and lleotenant 
l)Dd Infantry, New York Volnnteera, odond 
■New York Veteran Volunteers ; brigadier gett- 
Tot, coDimandeiy Eirat Brigade, Second Dirift- 
I Anuy Corps, Army of the Potomac 
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Mark A. Willis (Brother John Clirysostoni, C. S. C), 
I Compnnjy Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

Nicholas A. Bath (Brother Cosmos, C. 8. C), D Com- 
pany. Second United States Artilleiy. 

James Mantle (Brother Benedict, C. 8. C), A Corn- 
pan}*, First Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery and Sixth 
United States CavaliTT. 

John Mclnerny (Brother Eustathius, C. S. C), n Com- 
pany, £ighty-thii*d Ohio Volunteers. 

Joiseph Staley (Brother Agathus, C. S. C), C Com- 
pany, Eighth Indiana Kegnlars. 

Iguat2 Mayer (Brother Ignatius, C. S. C), C Company, 
Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers and One Hundred 
and Fifty-seventh Pennsylvania Voluteers. 

James C. Malloy (Bmther Raphael, C. S. C), B Com- 
[Miny, One Hundred and Thirty-third Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers. 

Colonel William E. Haynes. 

General Olmsted, who is studying for the priesthood, 
is much interested in the little gathering. He is justly 
proud of the work of his men in the celebrated Hancock's 
Division. He refei"S to the Government reports in every 
case as proof of the bravery of his soldiers. The General 
said not long ago in an interview: ^Very much that is 
.said of me is not true, but to show j'ou that my men were 
brave, I give you the reports from the depjirtnw-nt at 
Washington." The General read: " •The losses of the First 
Brigade, Second Di\1sion, Second Corps — my brigade — 
were greater in the battle of Gettysburg than those that 
occurrc*d to any one brigade in the army. There was, be- 
side, a total casualty of 703 kilk*d and wounded out of 124G 
men at Antietam, a percentage of QV* 
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\\ber Corby has the honor of being the only chap- 

^ive absolution under fire. The event of his giving 

[ion at Cietty8bur«; to the Irish Brigade is the best 

of his achievomcnts in chaplain life Tt is said that 

|nan, Catholic and Protestant, knelt before the rock 

vhu'h he stood, and the colors were lowered. Then 

eut out and fought, and how ninny fell upon that 

field is too well known to be repeated. Father 

altliou^^h an old man, is hale and hearty, and does 

work as provincial of the order without the aid of a 

ry. 

'V. Peter Coonc}- also has a brilliant war record, but 
Father Corbj' are by no means the only two who 
io war from Notre Dame. In all there were eight 
who went forth to Ker>ice as chaplains in the war. 
I* these Mother Mary Anjjela, a cousin of James O. 
?, went forth with a large number of sisters to nurse 
lunded and care for the djing. To these also great 
is due. 
Ilu-re was much enthusiasm in Xotre Fhune over the 
ization exercises, and among those present or who 
heir congratulations wore General Lew Wallace, 
[al Mulholland, of Philadi'lphia ; Colonel J. A. Smith, 
liana|K>1i.H; (]rnenil J. A. Holden, of New York; Gen- 
|Villiam J. Sewall, 0»lonel R. S. Robertson, of Port 
le; GeniTal J. A. Stnrburg, of Host on; Captain Flor- 
JcCarthy, of Now York; Cai)tain En\il A. Dapper, of 
R;i])ids; Captain J. J. Abercrombie, of Chicago; 
tment Commander James S. Dodge, with his full 
Tlie Ci. A. R. post from Elkhart and two posts from 
lUnd helped to muster in the clerical veterans. 
Laudator}' mt*ssages were also received from a large 
T of jjosts and leaders in the G. A, R 
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XIV. 

CATHOLICS IN THE WAR, 

St Teresa's Church, at the northeast corner of Broad 
and Catherine Btreets, was temporarily used as a hospital 
for wounded soldiers during the war. On July 4, 1897, 
Rev. Joseph V. 0*Connor, one of the eloquent priests of 
the diocese of Philadelphia, delivered an address in this 
church, relative to Catholics in the war. A score of 
Grand Army posts attended the exercises, which were 
also honored by the presence of the venerable Hugh 
Lane, who has been pastor of the church during and 
since the war. Father O'Connor's address deserves a 
place in this volume. He said: 

''The sacred edifice in which you assemble is an ap- 
propriate HjHyt for religion and patriotism to meet, for 
St. Teresa's Church was for a time in the Civil War a 
military hospital. The old railway station at Broad 
and Prime streets was the rendezvous of the Union 
troops from the North and East going to and from the 
seat of war. The gleaming cross upon the church seem- 
ed lifted in benediction over army after array marching 
past. The poet Byron represents the forest of Ardennes 
as weeping over the 'uureturuing brave' of Waterloo, 
but the sign of man's redemption may have lifted up 
many a Catholic soldier's heart destined to be stilled in 
the next battle. These walls, now bright with light and 
color, have re-echoed the moans of the dying. The ven- 
erable priest whose gracious presence lends dignity and 
historic interest to this celebration prei)ared here many 
a soldier for the last dread fight with death, the uni- 
versal conqueror. 1 seem to behold, mingling with your 
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Banx, the iliadowy foRM of Oe brave sea iA» 

icTcd from the itonn end eactbqaake oC batUt - 

• out thdr qririti heie la the peaee e( Ite 



I be it trom toe to limit to tiM OitheUc breeit 
■ Arc of the loTe of coontry, wU^ with pail- 
lie burned la the great heart of the nathm whea 
lied the trompet call to the children of the r»- 
I It ia oecarioa that ehowi the maa. Oar 
was an occasion that showed oar Charch. 
iHlalive code of England was dligraeed, 
jiclaria'B rclga bj the calomiqr and the Imbeell- 
|iil lawn against Catholics. TobeaCtthoIle wM 
■aitor. Id vain did we appeal to hUrtoty, which 
[ith laarcls tlie brows of aunanibered Catholle 
Ind h<.'i'Oi*s iu ever; land of the nnlversal Charch. 
l><lL-riii|; legion fouglit for the Bonian Emperor, 
|it;il ilH mnrl^-nloni. The llevt of Protestant Eng- 
lotl againitt the Armada of Catholic Spain hj 
I tlic siTvice of a Quei-D who sent bla fel- 
louiitlH to tile Make on account of their foltb. 
■oliisiu of the Catholic U motircd bjr his rell^on. 
■iIKrior tu tlie form Id wlilch civil government 
lni1io(Iii.'d. Were the Tope, as tcmi>oml prince, 
I our conntr,v we should be Imund in conscience 
liiiii, nor would our piitriotism coiiAtct one lota 

x-lipous fatth. 
[ )>co))k>, driven b; nii^government from their 
jl, found the jmrtaU of the great Republic Bnng 
It hem in friendly welcome. They came to the 
Id to the West. Thus the great centres of 
fo the Noithern Stales were crow*ded with 
Most of as had learned the bitter lea- 
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sons which tjrannj', bad government and religions 
rancor Iiave to impart under the scourge of England's 
misrule of Ireland. As Bourke Cockran says, England's 
treatment of the Irish people has made the world dis- 
trust her. Ireland's love for America dates from before 
the Revolution. The Irish Parliament passed resolu- 
tians of sympathy with the American colonists. The 
great tides of immigration from Ireland set in early and 
continued until, at the outbreak of the Civil War, the 
North was one-fourth Celtic in blood. 

'^Tlie Catholic Church studiously refrained from any 
ofXIcial pronouncement uiK>n the causes of the conflict 
which she deplored. The first regiment to respond to 
President Lincoln's initial call for troops was the Sixty- 
ninth New York. It was mainly Irish and Catholic. 
Within 48 hours it was on its way to the front. New 
York, pre-eminently a Catholic State, furnished one- 
seventh of the military forces in the war for the Union. 

''Obviously the Government had no reason for re- 
cording the religious faith of its soldiers. Patriotism is 
at once a natural and a civic virtue. That it may be 
supematuralized is evident from the words of St. Paul, 
bidding us obey the higher powers for conscience sake. 
The country had to face a condition, not a theory, and 
whatever abstract reasoning has to say about State 
rights, the will of the majoritj^ of the people, which is 
the supreme law in a republic, decided for the mainte- 
nance of the Federal Union. The best traditions of the 
country'. North and South, identified liberty with union. 
God appears to have made the country one in geograph- 
ical formation, in s;imene8s of language, in homogeneity 
of character. 

'*Two illustrious Catholic prelates, recognized as 



■rai-l— tlie M<MM and tke Jodiaa of tk* 
l:til)iHlio]) Kcndrick, of BattliBore* mvA Ac^ 
Acs, of New York, declared la l^ver of tt» 
lif ^aiatrd sage of the primatial dty 
I Btari7 baaner ftrom th« plpnacto «f 
ml. Tlie ArchUshop of Kcw York waa M 
lldcntifled with the cavae of tbe Uakm tiwt 
Lted bj llie Preddent and Ua Secretary ^ 
■lie- uuthorltf of tnvvj extiaerfflaafy to tha 
Irupe. 

I tlic mtlitarj- recorda of our coontry and yon 
hunin nftcr rolomn of namei that are hUtiwt- 
■ic. Hcnd the natnea on the tomhatonea of 
Ithe Croat nntlonal cemeteriea and yon will 
KliriNiiiin uanic alone coafimutory eridraee 
Wot (Ik- liiTothnt 8l«t-i» beneath. TheCatho- 
liiit the Clinrrh imiMwes In baptUtn the name 
I \\\- iiiiiT mifeljr Judge that he U a Cathollo 
llii- niinie of PiitrU-k and Michael, of Bernard 
v. Nut t?vcn the coiixerrntlve spirit of the 
kdrIiiuiI <'<»uI(I n-lniu the old Baintij nomea- 
I riiritaniKti) cIioho tbe oaniea of Old Teata- 
lU'it or 11.1 nics taken from natural history and 
In in\ilinlng7. 

IrccUon our soldiers hy their reHgion, the 
liulil bo Ciithollc nod vc should find that we 
l)iir cliildren in far greater number than any 
In.-itton. On the second day of Gettysburg a 
■c'Kt, ascending an eminence, lifted his hand 
lilntimi, and fnr as the eye could reach rank 
lif Bdliiicm beut their lii<nds like comflelds 
*r summer breeze. Hnocock, the "snpcrb^" 
r tlu* solemnity of the scene, bared his brow. 



28S APPENBDL 

If the poet thought that a tear shoold fall for Stone- 
wall Jackaon because he spared Barbara Frietchie'a 
Union flag, will not a Catholic murmur a prayer for the 
great general who gave heed to the priest calling upon 
his people to be contrite for their sins in the hour which 
for many would be the last? 

''The seven successive stormings of the heights of 
Fredericksburg by the Irish Brigade has long passed into 
history as surpassing Alma and the Sedan. Keenan's 
cavaliy charge at Chancellorsville saved the Union 
army at the cost of 300 lives. The charge of the Light 
Brigade at Balaklava was described by a French officer 
as magnificent, but unmilitary — 'C'est mngnifique, mais 
ce n'est pas la guerre.' But Keenan's charge was both 
glorious and strategic. His Iroop rushed like a whirl- 
wind upon 20,000 Confederates. His men were shot down 
or sabered in the saddle. The steeds, maddened by 
wounds and uncontrolled by their dead riders, plunged 
into the thick of the Confederate ranks, and so discon- 
certed and appalled them that the main armj* of the 
Union had time to save itself from otherwise inevitable 
destruction. Perhaiia the most critical point of the war 
was the success or the failure of Sheridan's devastation 
of the Shenandoah VuUey, which was the great base of 
supplies for the South. Sheridan's historic ride, which 
saved the day at Winchester, was the exploit of a Catho- 
lic. The Republic subsequently conferred upon this son 
of the Church one of the highest and most responsible 
positions in her keeping, the generalship of her armies. 

''One of the first, if not the first band of trained 
nurses that offered their services to the Government was 
the religious society of the Sisters of Charity. Their 
title is their history. Their services in hospitals and on 
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field did more than tomes of controverty to 
the Catholic Church better known, and consequent- 

[ved, by the American people. The convalescing sol- 
by word and by letter spread the information 

|ughout the land tliat the ministrations of the Cath- 
Sisterhood reminded him of a mother's love and a 

[r's tenderness. 

I ''The heroic devotion to duty of the Catholic chap- 
\f who made no distinction of religion when a sol- 
was to be helped, endeared the Catholic religion to 

iy who met a Catholic priest for the first time in 

|p or hospital. Our own noble-hearted Archbishop 

lercd such service to the wounded soldiers in St. 

|is that the GovcrnmeDt offered him a chaplaincy, 
of the body was often supplemented with the 
ler care of the soul. In that parting hour, when 

|tality leans upon the breast of religion, the example 

[cvotcd priest and religious gently led many a soul 
the hope and the cousohition of divine faith. 
"God grant that our country shall never again reel 

ler the shock of war! Yet out of the nettle of dan- 
has come the llower of safety. Calumny, suspicion, 

|rust of our patriotism wore struck dumb. Never 
iu shall we be taunted with secret antipathy to free 

|itutions. llie banner of the stars was rebaptized 

►ur blood. To the soldier of the war the Church owes 
?bt of gratitude, lie proved often by his death that 
religion which he professed, far from condemning his 
iotism, commended it as a virtue, and the faith that 
ained him in battle sup])orted him when his heart 

|red out the blood of supreme sacrifice upon the altar 

Ids country. And though no memorial* marks his 
ng place the Church in every mass pleads for the 
se of his soul. 
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''The soldier stands as the highest value which we 
place upon our country and her institutions. He says to 
all: 'My country is worth dying for.' In our thoughtless 
way we take liberty, security of life and property, the 
blessings of religion and safeguards of law and all the 
beauty and amenity of our civilization as a matter of 
course. Without the soldier all these goods would per- 
ish. It is war that pi-eserves and protects peace. The 
soldier is the guardian of our homes. Honor him; make 
peaceful and happy his declining years. Thank God with 
David for preparing our hands for the sword, before 
whose blinding ray, in the hand of the hero, domestic 
treason and foreign conspiracy slink into their dens. 
Bless God for making us a nation of soldiers, as well 
as of citizens. The war proved that the American sol* 
dier, North and South, is without a peer in bravery, in 
discipline, in self-control. Whilst our Republic gives 
birth to such heroic sons we may laugh armed Europe to 
scorn. 

''Soldiers, there is another battle, another field, a 
greater Captain than even the archangel who led the 
embattled seraphim to war. You divine my meaning. 
Be soldiers of the cross! Fight the good fight of faith. 
Be sober, pure, charitable. The laurel that binds the 
warrior's brow on earth soon fades. The flowers of 
Decoration Day droop with the setting sun. But the 
Divine Captain of our salvation will place upon your 
brow, if you are faithful to the end, a crown that fadeth 
not away, a wreath which you will receive amid the 
shout of the heavenly armies.'' 
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UNCOLN AT GETTVSBURO. 



TUB SAKITABY COlOUBSlOar. 

Iirposf of the wrltw of this Uituy* ■■ aliMdy 

^ Ih-i-d (o fiirnUh for the flnt time a fall amd 

lorj- uf lU« lalran of the CathoUe WstecfaDoda 

ll Wfir, but In doing that he haa aot bad O* 

pti-utiun of dvtractlnf from the apleiidM ae^ 

■rcti l>v tJthi-r bodies and other penona. One 

It iiuiiible organization* that, contrfbntcd Its 

L< liuuiniK* work incident to the war waa the 

JConi mission, it bnd ita rite In a apontaneona 

J vt till' women In Xew Eneland. It U eaM 

IbrnDch Aid Societies weru connected with the 

t uuetlme. Charles J. BtlUe, of Phlladd- 

.'liiii-u B hUtor; of the Conimlaslon, f^Ma 

ortlu-fni-is embodied in this sketch have 

('<]. Commit It-vH wtTC sent to Washin^on, 

iK'h m'Roiiiiliitu, iuvolviiig tedious delay on 

|f the (ioviTiiiiient, the Secretary of War, oB 

!<■, USUI, iKsm-d an order appointing Henry 

|s, D. U.. I'roft'SDor A. D. Boche, IX. D., Pro- 

) \\'vih:iii. M. D., W. n. Vnn Burtn, M. D, 

|jbb8, M. !>., R. C. Wood, surgeon U. S. A.; O. 

, U. S. A.; Ab'Xiindvr E. Bhirns, U. 8. A., In 

I witli such ittlit-rHiislhej.' nitglit chose toasso- 

I tlifiii, ''ft (timmixHioii of luquiry and advice In 

the srinitiiry iuterests of the United Statea 

iTIicy wLTe to serve without remuneration from 

it nud were to be provided with a room 

' <e in tilt- t'il.vuf Wniililngton. 

rere to dii-iTt their iuijulrles to the principles 
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and practices connected with the inspection of recruits 
and enlisted men, the sanitary condition of volunteers, 
to the means of preserving and restoring the health and 
of securing the general comfort and efficiency of the 
troopsy to the proper provision of cooks, nurses and hos- 
pitals, and to other subjects of a like nature. The mode 
by which they proposed to conduct these inquiries was 
detailed in the letter of the New York delegation to the 
Secretary of War on the 22d of May. The order ap- 
pointing them directed that they should correspond 
freely with the department and with the Medical Bureau 
concerning these subjects, and on this footing and with- 
in these limits their relations with the official authori- 
ties were established. To enable them to carry out fully 
the purposes of their apiiointment fhe Surgeon General 
issued a circular letter announcing the creation of the 
Commission, and directing all the officers in his depart- 
ment to grant its ngonts every facility in the prosecu- 
tion of their duties. 

On the 12th of June the gentlemen named as Com- 
missioners in the order of the Secretary' of War (with 
the exception of Professor Wyman, who had declined his 
appointment) assembled at Washington. They pro- 
ceeded to organize the Board by the selection of the 
Rev. Dr. Bellows as president. Their first care was to 
secure the services of certain gentlemen as colleagues, 
who were supposed to possess special qualifications, but 
whose names had not been included in the original war- 
rant. Accordingly Dr. Elisha Harris and Dr. Cornelius 
R. Agnew were unanimously chosen Commissioners at 
the first meeting, and George T. Strong and Dr. J. 8. 
Newberry in like manner at the one next succeeding. 
At different periods during the war Rt. Rev. Bishop 
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Uon. U. W. Burnt-t, Don. Mark Skinoer, Hoo. Jo» 
"It, Uunice BiurK'V, Jr., Kl-v. J. H. Bejwood, Prof. 

lit ICugcni, J. IIiintincduQ Wolcott, Charles J. 

K. II. McCagg and P. t>iiw Olmstead were elected 

ItonH nH-mbeni of (Ih; CoinmlKsloa. 
1 the flrat uieetiog a "I'laii of Organliatioo," prepar- 
tliL- iiivKiileut, was pi-L-st.^iiti'd, >lis(.'usfi{-d and finally 
■d. On the 13lh the Coiiinii8)>iOD, in a body, waited 
? rrcHident and Sfcrt-lari- of War, who gave their 
I Ha.DctioD to this plau of orgaikizatlun b; affixing 

htlr signalurca. The cxjjeriences of the war sug- 

l)Ut little alti.-ration, evi-n in the outline of lliia 

, while to a strict adhen-ncc lo the general itrinci- 

t t'luhudifd the Panitiiry ComuiiEHion owed much 

'un(lt.Tful DUCcesB. 
lie pliiu reduced to a {xaoliuil BrstL-m and method 

iiK'ipIca laid dnwa in thi> letters of the Xew York 
iiii'ii 111 the Guvcrniiii-Dt aulhurities and cndcavor- 

apiily thein to the actual existing coDditioo of 
rniT. Cnnniiin;* its proposed opeiations within the 
iphiTC »f "inipiirii" and "advice," wliich had been 
to it b.v the Governmeat, it declared what it 
scd lo do and b.v what itiolhoda iu each of these de- 
entH of dut.T. 

rdcr that its woik might be earned on sjatemat- 

il lb<>ruuglil,v two general cuuniiittees were cre> 

one resiK-cIing "Inquirj," the other "advice." Tbe 

i of the drat was to determine b,T all the light 

could be derived from experience what must oecw- 

be the wants and cunditiuus of IroojM brought t<h 
r a» ours bad bt-t'Q, to ascertain exactly how far 

irhivh luid proved tbe scourge of other anntea bad 

y Invaded our own, and to decide concemloK the 
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best measures to be adopted to remove all causes of re- 
movable and preventable disease. 

Each branch of 'inquiry'* under this head was re- 
ferred to a distinct sub-committee. From the first was 
expected such suggestions of preventable measures as 
experience in former wars had proved to be absolutely 
essential; to the second was entrusted the actual inspec- 
tion, by its own members or their agents, of the camps 
and hospitals, so that the real condition of the army, in 
a Siinitary point of view, concerning which there were 
many conflicting rumors, could be definitely known. To 
the third was referred all questions concerning the im- 
provement of the health and efficiency of the army in re- 
spect to diet, clothing, quarters and matters of a similar 
nature. 

In regard to the other branch of duty assigned to 
the Commission under its appointment, that of '^advice," 
the Board took the same wide and comprehensive views 
as had guidinl them in regard to the needful subjects 
of inquiry. Their purpose was to "get the opinions and 
conclusions of the Connaission approved by the Medical 
Bureau, ordercnl by llie War Deixirtment and carried out 
by the officers and men." 

The interest excited in thousands of homes through- 
out the land, whose inmates were members of aid so- 
cieties in favor of the Sanitary Commission, and who 
looked ui>ou it only as the almoner of their vast offerings 
for the relief of the army, led to the popular error that 
it was only a relief association u|»on a grand scale and 
quite overshadowed in popular estimation its original 
purpose, if not the pcH:uIiar and exclusive work before it. 
The Commission itself, however, never departed from the 
true scientific idea and conception of a preventive sys- 
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nd cilwii,v8 regardt'd the relief Bjalem, vaat as w«» 
place occupic^d b,v it In tlic war, as inferior in the 
ortaocc of its reaiills to those due to well considered 
llioroiig-bly execnlcd preventive measures. 
The Cr>nimiiiMioD iit the close of the war estttbliehed 
msioQ bureau and war claim agi-acy for the benefit of 
bled soldiers and their orpliaos aod widows. The 
re money receipts of thi* ConimisstoD from IS61 to 
i were |4,924,4S0.!)0, and the value of supplies fur- 
led is estimated at $15,000,000. 



"TUE IlLCE AXD THE GRAY* 

"Bj Ihv Dow ot ttw iutatxl rivrr, 

niipDM Ibc flerli of irun bare fled. 
^^1l(^^v thp blailcs uf Ibe sntr-sramt <)aiTcr, 
KiWvp (>[i tbr nii>k« ot lh« >1f«^~ 
L'liOcr ihe K>d and the dew, 
WaitiOE the juJeiucnl-^ar; 
L'oJer iLe on^. Ihe Bine; 
Coder the oilier, the Gnr. 

TTiiiM^ JD Ihe ro!>liii:> of bIoit. 

Thotc lu the ulrH'ia uf defvat. 
All with iLf LniiL-Uond eurr 
In the dusk of elemllF meet — 
Coder Ihe loJ BDil the dow, 

Vaitinr ihv JiidRmenl-dar; 
Under (be lsnrt>l. the nine: 
Uoder the wiQuo', Uie Gnj. 

Frnm lh« i>ltcn<-» of Korrowful honn 

The <leBi)lut» utuurner* eo, 
I^TlDflj tailra wlih Bmnra, 

Atlk« for the Mfnd and tte t^t— 
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Under the sod and the dew. 

Waiting the Jodgment-day; 
Under the rosea, the Blue; 

Under the liliea, the Gray. 

So with an egnal splendor 

The morning ann-raja fall, 
With a touch impartially tender. 
On the bloaaoma blooming for all— 
Under the aod and the dew. 
Waiting the Judgment-day; 
Broidered with gold, the Blue; 
Mellowed with gold, the Gray. 

So when the summer calleth. 
On forest and field of grain. 
With an equal murmur fslleth 
The cooling drip of the rain- 
Under the sod and the dew. 

Waiting the Judgment-day; 
Wet with the rain, the Blue; 
Wet with the rain, the Gray. 

Sadly, but not with upbraiding. 
The generoua deed was done: 
In the storm of the years that are fading. 
So brarer battle was won— 
Under the aod and the dew. 

Waiting the Judgment-day; 
Under the blosMms, the Blue; 
Under the garlands, the Gray. 

No more shall the war-cry serer. 

Or the winding rirers be red: 
They banish our anger forerer 
When they laurel the graves of our dead— 
Under the sod and the dew. 
Waiting the Judgment-day; 
LoTe and tears for the Blot, 
Tears and love for the Gray.** 
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A MIRACLE OP THE W 



The followiDg intert^sticg little incident is taken 

V. Rev. W. C. Corbj's book, entitled ''Memoirs of 
Iplain Life:^ 

"On the 29th of November, 1SC3,*' sajs Rev. Con- 
itine 1a. Egan, O. P., chaplain of the Ninth Massa- 
setts Volunteers, *'we advanced to Mine Run and 
led a line of battle and bivouacked for the night. 

encniv were posted on the eant ridge, about one 

[5 from the stream called Mile Run, on a centre ridge 

•Ij 100 feet above the surface of the stream. Their 

^ks could easily be seen bv us posted on the west 

;e of the run. They were strongly fortified, their 

[ks bristling with al>atis, infantry parapets and epau- 

|ents for batteries. About 3 o'clock on the evening 

he .30th the order was given to charge the enemy's 

Seeing the danger of d«'ath before us I asked the 

inel to form his regiment into a solid s<|uare so that 

luM address the men. lie did so. I then spoke to 

tn of their dan;;or, and entreatcfl them to prepare 

it by going on their knec*8 and making a sincere act 

jcontrition for thfir sins, with the intention of going 

roiifession if their lives were spared. 

"As the regiment fell on their knees, other Oatholio 
jliers broke from their ranks and joined us, so that 
ess than two minutes I had the largest congregation 
|ver witnessed before, or even since. Having pro- 
meed the words of general absolution to be given in 

I emergencies and danger, I spoke a few words of 

mragenf^ent to them. 
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• • « ^After talking to the soldiers and finish- 
ing my remarks, thev arose from their knees, grasping 
their mnskets with a firm clinch, and went baclc to 
their respective commands, awaiting the honr to expire 
to make the assault." 

Smith Johnson, taking this as his theme, has writ- 
ten the following poem, entitled ^^A Miracle of War/' 
and dedicated it to Father Corby: 

Two armios stood In stem amj 
On GettysbQrg*s historic field— 
^liis siOe the blue, on tbut the graj— 
Each side resolved to win the daj. 
Or life to home and country yield. 

"Take armar '*FaU in!** rango*er the Jine 

Of Hancock's ever-valiant coipa— 
For to the left the cannons chime 
With music terriblj sublime. 

With death*a unceasing, itolemn roar. 

With spirits ardent, undismayedt 

With flags uplifted toward the sky, 
Tliere stands brave Meai:her*s old brigade 
Those noble laurels ne*cr wiU fade 

Upon the page of history. 

**A11 forward, men!** No, i»ause a while- 
Dead silence follows like ijarade 

At ''order arma,** for *long the file 

There moves a pricxt with holy smile— 
The priest of Mvagher*a old brigade. 

AU ej-es were toward him reverent turned. 

For he was known and loved by all. 
And every face with fervor burned. 
And with a glance his mission lenmcd— 

A mission of hi^h Ileaven^a calL 





THE S-VXITAKY COMMISSION. 

iTlie imriwse of the writer of llus hislorj, as alread; 

led, lias beeD to furnish for the first time a full and 

tiled atorj of the liiliorii of the Catliollc Sisterhood* 

L- Civil Wiir, Ijiit ill doing that h« has not had the 

litest lutfutlon of ili'triictinif from the splendid ser- 

I rt'ndfrt'd l>,v iitli<-r Imdit-s and other persons. One 

L' most notable organizations that coutriliutcd Its 

I in the humane work incident to the war was the 

litary Commission. It Lad its rise in a Bpontaneouc 

^enient of the women in Xcw England. It is said 

7000 branch Aid Societies wen; connected with the 

imission at one time. Charles J. Ptille, uf Philadel- 

li, has wriMeu a hiiilor.v of the Commission, from 

|i-h most of the fails embodied in this sketch ha%'e 

I obliiiiK'd. Coirimillei-H were sent to Washington, 

lafter milch neKoiiatinn, involving tedious delay on 

limrl of tlic Oovcrnnient. the Secretary of War, on 

I'.ith of June, l.S(!l, i.sHUvd an order appoiutins Uenr/ 

lUllows, D. D., I'mfessor .\. D. Boclie, LL. D., Pro- 

ior Jeffries \V.vni:iii, M. I)., W. 11. Van Bnren, M. D., 

"colt Giblifl. M. I)., R. C. Wood, surgi-on U. S. A.; G. 

iin, U. S. A.; .M.-xander E. Shiras, U. S. A., In 

|iiTtion Willi such iiihi-rH as Ihey might cimse to asBO- 

■ Willi llieni, *'a (-ommiHsion of imiiiiry and advice in 

•ft of the s:uiitiir.r interests of the United Statei 

Tliej were to serve without retnunernlion from 

eminent and were to be provided with a room 

* heir use fn the < ii^* of Washtogton. 

riiey were to direct their inquiries to the principles 



286 APPENDIX. 

and practices connected with the inspection of recruits 
and enlisted men, tlic sanitary condition of volunteers, 
to the means of preserving and restoring the health and 
of securing the general comfort and efficiency of the 
troopSy to the proper provision of cooks, nurses and hos- 
pitals, and to other subjects of a like nature. The mode 
by which they proposed to conduct these inquiries was 
detailed in the letter of the New York delegation to the 
Secretary of War on the 22d of May. The order ap- 
pointing them directed that they should correspond 
freely with the department and with the Medical Bureau 
concerning these subjects, and on this footing and with- 
in these limits their relations with the official authori- 
ties were established. To enable them to carry out fully 
the purposes of their apiK>intment the Surgeon General 
issued a circular letter announcing the creation of the 
Commission, and directing all the officers in his depart- 
ment to grant its agents every facility in the prosecu- 
tion of their duties. 

On the 12th of June the gentlemen named as Com- 
missioners in the order of the Secretary' of War (with 
the exception of Professor Wyman, who had declined his 
appointment) assembled at Washington. They pro- 
ceeded to organize the Board by the selection of the 
Rev. Dr. Bellows as president. Their first care was to 
secure the services of certain gentlemen as colleagues, 
who were supposed to possess special qualifications, but 
whose names had not been included in the original war- 
rant. Accordingly Dr. Elisha Harris and Dr. Cornelius 
R. Agnew were unanimously chosen Commissioners at 
the first meeting, and George T. Strong and Dr. J. 8. 
Newberry in like manner at the one next succeeding. 
At different periods during the war Rt. Rev. Bishop 
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XIX. 
THE FAITH AND THE FLAG. 

While the work of the zealous Catholic Sisterhoods 
the battlefield and in the camp and hospital was for 

imanitj in its broadest sense the effect of their exam- 
> and the beauty of their daily liTos also had the ef- 
1 of clearing away the mists of prejudice that some- 
nes distorted and clouded the views of honorable, well* 
waning and worthy non-Catholics. The writer has en- 
avored to present the history of the labors of the Sis- 
rs in a straightforward and dispassionate manner. 

He has dealt excluHively in facts and has, as far as 
ssiblCy avoided couinient. It has especially been his 
tn to keep entirely clear of sectional disputes or relig- 
as controversies. Ilence it will be found that the story 
the work of the Sisters has reference^ in the main, to 
eir devotion tosuffenng humanity. It was inevitable, 
wevcr, that men living in the atmosphere of sanctity 
eated bj* these good women should feel the consoling 
neflt of their sikut influence. The result was that 
n-Catbolics began to take a broader and more kindly 
ew of their CathoHr comrades and fellow-citizens, and 
ng before the war closed they realized that the faith 
id the flag were entirely compatible. 

A few years ago William J. Onahan, of Chicago, in 
address, incidentallj- touched ui>on this very point. 
)eaking of those who were distrustful of the Church 
d its teachings he said: '*If they could realize the bar- 
ony and benevolent influence of her teaching, the num- 
T of souls redeemed tlirough her elToiis and graces 
om despair and sin, the wounded hearts solaced by her 
'm — the extent of hnmau misery she lias removed or 
tigated? Let them but think how that Church has 
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consecrated tbe marriage tie, sanctified the home, shield* 
ed the nnfortunate, lifted up the lowly and sorrow- 
stricken^ staying the arm of the oppressor, pleading for 
the rights of the poor against the power of the tyrant and 
the greed of capital. Witness the asylums and the 
refuges the Catholio Church has established all over the 
world for every condition of infirmity and suffering — for 
the wphanSy the foundlings, the sick, the aged, the way- 
ward and the fallen. 

''See the admirable sisterhoods — ^to which no 
parallel can be found on earth — the Bisters of 
Charity and Mercy, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, the nuns of the Good Shep- 
herd, the Little Sisters of the Poor and countless others, 
varying in the admirable diversity of their chantable la- 
bors. Watch these sisters at their appointed duties in 
the hospitals and asylums, in the hovels of the poor, by 
the bedside of the dyiug — aye, in i)esthouses and small- 
pox hospitals, as well as on the battlefield, ministering to 
the dying soldier — all bent on doing God's work for 
God's sake. Assuredly these facts — these dail^* exam- 
ples here before our e3'es, within reach of our feet in 
daily walk — assuredly these ought to serve toward dispel- 
ling the false glare of prejudice. 

''As a preliminary let me ssiy I adopt without reserve 
or qualification the language of the Baltimore Catholic 
Congress: *We rejoice at the marvellous development of 
our country*, and regard with just pride the part taken 
by Catholics in such development.' In the words of the 
pastoral issued by the Archbishops of the United States, 
assembled in the third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 
'we claim to be acquainted both with the laws, institu- 
tions and spirit of our country, and we emphatically de- 
clare that there is no antagonism between them. 
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^'Wc repudiate with equal earnestness the assertion 
it wc need to lay auide anv of our devotedness to onr 
irch to be true Americans, and the insinuations that 
need abate anj of our love for our country's princiides 
faithful Catholics. We believe that our country's 
'ocs were the inHtrunients of the God of Nations in 
Inblishiug this home of freedom; to both the Almighty 

to Ilia instrumeuts in the work we look with grate- 

ri^vonmce, and to maintain the inheritance of free- 
In which thej have left us, should it ever — which God 
[bid — Ik* inipi*riled, our Catholic citizens will be bound 
JHtniid forward as one man, ready to pledge anew 
^ir liveR, their fortunei^ and their sacred honor.' 

''Hefore turning to the question of the 'rights and 

ic^' let me fii-st define what I understand by the term 

tholic Citizen.' An Ameriran citizen, whether by 

[th or adoption, who, having had the grace of Christian 

[Misrn, believes and practices the tc^achings of the 

holic Church — in other wonls a ju'actical Catholic. 

|w wc conic to the question of 'rights and duties.^ 

Imt are our rights as citizens? Xo more, no less, pre- 

lely, than those possessed by any other American citi- 

|i. What are tlie rij^hts we in common have with oth- 

^ In general terms we have the 'right' of enjoying 

[1 defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing 

\\ i)rotecting property and reputation and of pursuing 

own happiness. 

'*We hold, in the language of the Consti- 

ion of Illinois, that all men have a natural and 

lefeasible right to woi-ship Almighty God according to 

I* dictates of their own conscienci^s, that no man can of 

*it be com|K»lled to attend, erect or supjwrt an^^ place 

k'orship, or to maintain any ministry against his con- 
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sent, that no human authority can iif apy caae whatever 
control or interfere with the rights of conscience. We 
have a right to be protected in our persons and property; 
we cannot be deprived of either without due process of 
law; the right of free elections, to trial by jury, to equal- 
ity before the law — but I need not enter into detail of 
the 'Bill of Rights' which specifies the catalogue of a 
freeman's inheritance. The highest and most precious 
right, however, is that of religious freedom, liberty to 
worship Qod without let or hindrance and free from re- 
ligious disabilities of any kind, and next to their own 
rights as free men, to exercise it as shall best promote 
the welfare of the city. State and nation. 

'^Catholics, then, are entitled to absolute equality be- 
fore the law, and this is according to the letter and spirit 
of the Constitution of the United States, as well as of 
the several States now, I believe, without exception. 
There is nevertheless an unwritten law, which operates 
as a practical discrimination against Catholics in public 
life as effectually as though it were so expressed in the 
Constitution. It is the law of public opinion deriving its 
force and effect from popular prejudice. It is a well- 
known fact that neither of the great political parties 
would dare to nominate a Catholic for the Presidency, 
and the same is true as to the office of Governor in the 
different States. Surely it would not be claimed that 
no American Catholic could be found qualified by posi- 
tion and ability for any of these high offices. 

''Eternal vigilance, it has been said, is the 
price of liberty. Probably if Catholics were alert 
in asserting their rights — in a just and lawful, 
as well as in a reasonable manner — there would 
be less disposition shown to infringe upon 
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hose rights, and to ignore their claim to representation. 
Lgaln, the government, whether National or State^ has 
lO just claim or authority to denv the rights of con- 
cience to Catholics, whether they be employed in the 
ervice of the nation, in the army or naval forces, in penal 
T rc^fonnatory institutions, in asylums, or elsewhere, 
lie State may lawfully and justly deprive a man of his 
berty and place him lM*hind prison bars; bnt it has no 
Ight to compel him while there to attend a form of re- 
igious worship In which lie does not believe; it should 
ot deny or harojier the attendance and ministrations of 
•riest or elder whose services are sought by the prisoner 
r 8tate*M own ward. Justice and sound policy alike 
ieinonstrate the wisdom of invoking the services of the 
^tholic Missionary for Catholics, whether in jail or asy- 
iim, or on the frontier. 

''General Grant testified that Father I>e Smet's 
►rcsence among the Indians was of greater value 
the (lovernmt'ut than a regiment of cav- 
Iry, and ictciit evints on our Northern borders inten- 
ify the force of tliis conclusion. The Catholic mission- 
ry is always a peacemaker. Catholics ask nothing in the 
vny of 'pi-ivileges.' We have no claim to privileges. We 
►uly ask what we are willing to concede to others — 
quality and fair play. If others are content to minimize 
cligious principles or to abdicate them entirely we must 
>e excused if we insist on holding fast to ours. We are 
►u firm ground in that resiwct; we do not care to follow 
►thers into the *'8lough of de8i)ond.** We are persuadcnl 
hat Qvery vexed question occupying and disturbing the 
)ublic attention, dividing and distracting the piH)ple can 
)e amicably adjusted, provided the wise men of the na- 
ion and the States will take these questions out of the 
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hands of fanatics and bigots, wlio are only too eager and 
anxious to inaugurate a reign of discord and religious 
strife. 

^'Catholics, be assured, will have no part in this war- 
fare, beyond protecting and defending their rights — 
God-given and Constitutional rights. They would be un- 
worthy of American citisenship were they to be content 
with less. 

''We now come to the question of the 'Duties of 
Catholics as Citizens.' Let it be understood that in un- 
deriaking to answer this, as well as the previous ques- 
tion under consideration, I speak for myself only as a 
Catholic layman. I express my own thoughts and con- 
victions unreservedly. ^Mlat are the 'duties* referred 
to? First, and primarily, I should say to be American, 
in all that the term broadly implies. How do 1 define 
the term American? It stands in my mind for liberty, 
order, education and opporiunities. It is the dut^* of the 
Catholic citizen to love liberiy for its own s«ike, order for 
the general good and to illustrate the highcnjit ty|>e and 
model of civic viriue. It is a duty to foster and nourish 
the purity of home life and the donieHtIc virtues, eagerly 
to iiromote education and to make every necessary sacri- 
fice for it, and to see to it that Csitholic children shall 
have the benefit of a sound ChriKHuu education. Catholics 
should avail themselves of the material op|)ortunities 
and advantages offered in this wonderful age and coun- 
try, and strive to be in the front ranks in the march of 
progress. 

*'The field is wide and inviting, the race is open 
to all. The privilege of American citizenship should be 
regarded as precious and priceless. Because so easily 
acquired, perhaps, it is not sufficiently estimated at its 




riif vhIui- iitid worth. Tliliik what Auierican citiienship 
oiiffra; Hw wbat it UHHures! Et\a»\ purt and member- 
.lilji 111 IIiIr iiilKlily eiiiiiire — tlie equnl udvuntage in Ha 
iiimu-iKiw«-<l opporluiilllfs — tbe un.jujiliaii] privileges of 
Id iitKHjualotl fn-ctiiiiii. No stuudio); iinuioK hrre to be 
ii(tv«tl at ft iiinii!in'h"ii caprice, wfighing down and op- 
m-xxliii; llii" naliiiu'H i-inTglwt, draiutnt; it of its life blood, 
>:ip|>in<; iu viliililr, iind, worst evil of nil, ineoiiviDg the 
jK-m-e of tlif world. Xo armed 'const abnlarj' to terror- 
,w over a iH-iisinit puptiUitiou and onforcw the ht-artless 
?ilict of hrulitl liimlhinis. \o iMn-ditary or favon-d 
L'lassra. Xo obstacli* lo tlie unftttered enjoj-inent of 
lliiiw HylitR which Wi- possesB from God in the nstural 
laiv. and that ah- ijuii ra nli-eil to un iu the Constitution 
;iiid inws of the iand — lliu right to Jife, libertv and the 
Itm-Miilt of lut|i|>iiiaNi. 

"Wlmt a futtirt* itpvas Ix-fore us. wliat po)!sibilitI<« 
for ourm-Ivii* and for i>iir ihildreiil Justly are (he Amer- 
ican in-ople jealoun of thia iuheritauee. It mnit be 
guarded with vigilant care, lent nowortby haads and 
evil guidance shnuld put it iu {teril. American liberty and 
(lie opiHirtuiulies of American life are too precious to 
the human family to i*eruiit the oo« and the other to be 
.wrecked or eiidangci-ed. 1 rejoice iu every tudication of 
patriotic public spirit, whether iibowu iu devotitui and 
resiM-ct for the country's Hag or iu reren'uce and admlr- 
uliou for tlie nation's heroes. We need all these demon- 
slnilionit to keep alive in this material aj^e the ardor 
mill purity of true j>alriotisu. 

"Trne American itatriolisni ts the tnlH'ritancc 
and nioHO|io)y of no one class or condition. lis 
title is not derived from nccideut of birth or color, 
Is not to be detei'niim<d by lui-nllty. Montgoni- 
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erjy Pulaski, Bteuben, De Kalb, Rocliambeau, the Moy*- 
lans and SulHvans, fought for American liberty in the 
BeTolutionary days vrith an ardor and a fidditj at least 
equal to that displayed by those "native and to the man- 
ner bom." Jackson was none the less a typical Ameri- 
can because of the accident of his father's foreign birth, 
or, as is sometimes intimated, of his own. And who 
shall question the patriotic devotion of General Shields, 
honorably identified with the early history of yonr own 
State; of Meagher, of Mulligan, of Sheridan, of Meade 
and countless others I might name. 

"Apprehension is sometimes expressed at the growth 
of foreign influence and the display of foreign customs, 
but this fear is after all puerile. Under our system of 
government the foreigner who comes to stay is soon as- 
similated, and while there mtiy be here and there in- 
Ktnnces and examples, the outgrowth of foreign habits 
and customs, not welcome to American notions, yet these 
can be only passing and temporary accidents. The 
foreigner, I insist, is all right, provided he is loyal to 
American laws and government. We have no use for 
any other." 
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